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PREFACE. 


WHEN we conſider the 


evil tendency of many modern Novels; 
and the great, but neceſſary, caution 


obſervad by Parents, in admitting this 
ſpecies of literature into their families; 


we are led to offer a few obſervations 


on the characters which form this Pro- 


duction; that thoſe Who wish for 


amuſement, blended with inſtruction; 4 


for intereſting incident, diveſted of mi- 


raculous fiction; may ſelect, among 


others, the Memoirs of CLEMENTINA 
Baron. 1 


ou. This 


vi PREFACE. 


This young Lady, in the early 


| part of her life, enj joyed every terrene 
comfort, ey the roof of an indulg- 


ent parent: happineſs and affluence ap- 


| peared: to be her inevitable portion. 


But, ere she ſuſpected, chat adverſity 


was the common lot of almoſt every 


indivi dual — for A ſeaſon at leaſt—the 


melancholy truth was imparted to her, 


in the moſt unqueſtionable Shape. 


Clementine had a Brother, whoſe 
folly brought deſtruction on himſelf, 


and diſgrace on his family, at a pe- 
riod when she was about to receive an . 


Increaſe of happineſs. | At this ſolemn 


moment, she manifeſts a delicacy, a ſelf. 


denial, a ſtedfaltneſs, which calls for ad- 


mira- 


. 
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miration; while it shews, that however 
intricate and thorny the paths are which 


lead to human felicity, they are nevers 


theleſs to be paſſed, if Virtue be the 
guide. ee ATT 999 5 


— 


The fad fate of Henry Brp- 
FORD, will prove a falutary antidote to 


impetuoſity of temper and libertin- 


iſm. Young Gentlemen, if they con- 


deſcend to read this Novel, will not be 


diſguſted with tedious reaſoning, nor 
the ſtarch ſeverity of parental reproof. 


They maß alle peruſe, wich momenitary 


pleaſure, the adventures of a daring liber. 


tine; but che farisfaction, muſt ceaſe, as 
the flames kindle which conſume him. 
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viii PREFACE. 


+10 There never was a" villain, ſays 
Richardſon, that had not an excuſe, in 
his own mind, for whatever crime he 
committed. So Henry Bedford runs 
from one imprudent ſtep to another, 
in the midſt of the moſt nnn =_ 
reſolutions, | | _ 4 


In the character of this impe- 
maoous young man, if there is much to 
condemn, there is alſo ſomething to la- 


ment. But, with regard to his ſeducer 
Varcobgr, the contrary ſentiment pre- 
Ee? vails, He is the very are hetype of Sa. 

LD tan, moſt ſpeciouſly cloathed. And, 4 
however abominable he may. appear, F 
che leading incidents in his Life, are q 
from rFacTs!—lf this be admitted, on | 
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che authority of the Author — and 


why should his veracity be queſtioned? 


Ait is mote than probable, nay it is 
certain, that the world abounds wich 


others of the ſame deſcription, How 


neceſſary, then—we will not ſay, how 
praiſe worthy, how humane! — to = 
off the mask chat conceals his defor- 
mity ; that the Henry Bedfords of che 
preſent moment, may eſcape the dangers, 
of their unfortunate predeceſſor, 


The Younger Eduard is a man 
of fortune, Who. loving a beautiful and 


accomplished, though an unfortunate, 


Lady, preſerves his ardour and his con- 
ſtancy, through every shocking viciſſi- 
rude of her fate. Uncontaminated by 

| the 


/F» ̃ ADE 


che” prevailing | vices of the age, he 
places happineſs in the alleviation of 
human miſery; and in thoſe amuſements 
which moſt others, of his rank and edu- 

cation, would look on, though un 


* 


| Diorval is a Friend, that but 
F | rarely appears Ir on the extended ended theatre 
5 — hte ot ctionm; on; 


r 


1 Julia, alſo, very ably ſupports 
; 1 ſimilar character; and is no leſs an 
ornament to her ſex, chan to human 


_ 29 


Mr. Bedford andthe Elder Ed. 
ward, exhibit an important lesson to 
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PREFACE. K1 


the Avaricious, ' who compute the thou» 
ſands, not the felicity, which a matri- 
monial alliance will produce. An ad- 


herence to the line of conduct which 


theſe worthy parents purſued = would | 
greatly tend to diminish thoſe ſcanda- 


lous caſes o infidelity, which are fo 
frequently recorded in our ſeveral courts 
of law, both eccleſiaſtical and civil. 


In this aſſemblage of character, 
the moſt perfect model of virtue and 


goodneſs is to be diſcovered. Vil- 


lainy and hypocriſy are delineated in 
glowing colours: and the Reader, hav- 
ing, thus, the miſchiefs of the one, and 
the advantages of the other, ſo clearly 


pointed our, can poſſeſs neither ſenſe 
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er : | ; 
nor feeling, if he heſitates which to 
cc 5. 5. Hane in 1 


- - Th, therefore, we should fail to 
entertain, ler us hope chat the deficiency 
will de ſupplied by our zeal to enlighten 
and improve; and to furnish experience, 
Fichour, the risk of He of property, or 
— food 4.1 ws 
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WHAT 4 PT: mo- 


; ment was ir, my. friend, ben Fare « com- 


piled ub to ſeparate! a Toe atule- 


ments which were once | fo delightful,” 


havè loſt their faſcinating influence. H as 
then our cruel deſtiny divided us! we, 
who, in Coricert, explored the noble paths 
of literature and" of "ſcience; © we, who 
Shardd each other's joy, and each adver- 


ſys 3 We, who communicated the ſecrets 
of our hearts, confeſſing. mutually - every 
error, and imparting each improvement, 


of the mind! All, all, that I now be- 
Hold, renobed, as I'am, from Tour pre · 
Leice, "WE devoid of picaſore, 


e . 
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_ father will reſide ſome 3 
in England, where we have ſeveral re- 
lations yet living- I shall eount the days, 
the hours, and even the minutes, as they 
Nowty paſs, till I receive a letter from 
you. However, agreedbly- to my pro- 
miſe, I shall give you a detail of all 
that may occur, worthy of notice, dur- 
ing our —_— 


C Ti it 


„ 


We. are now at p45 . of 


Me. Bexiford,; where we shall remain for 

a few days. In the ſolitary groves chat 
für round this mauſion, I recal to memory 
thoſe agreeable, thoſe inſtructive conver- 


ſations with which we beguiled the hours 
duzing the, progreſs of our ſtudies. Mr. 
Bedford, on our arrival, Sued tears of j joy z. 
and my father ran to his embrace, alter an 


abſence ef twenty Years. They were 


educated together ʒ and, from an early age, 


commenced that aſcection, which neither 
time, nor ſeparation, nor 


eventful, trying ſcenes, which ſo often i im- 


pate the human Faculties, have been able 
to 


nor any of thoſe; r 
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to diminish. Our venerable fräend, by 


a. ſucceſsful courſe of merchandiſe, had 


acquired a hand'ome fortune; za merited 
ſolace in his declining years; but Which 
he has conſiderably diminished, from, a 
too fond. regard for a degenerate fon, 


whoſe extravagance and impetuoſity of 
temper have produced. the moſt. lamenta- 


ble effects. Two. Fears ſince, he en- 
gaged in a fatal duel, leaving his l- 
verſary dead on the field; and, juſtly 
dreading the conſequences that would en- 
ſuc, effected his eſcape, and has never 


been heard of ſince, although the enqui- 
ries aud reſearches of the noble-minded 
eld man, have been inceſfant. This af⸗ 
flicting cireumſtance. has imprinted the 
traces of ſorrow on his benignant coun- 
| tenance. , There is, however, ſome con- 
ſela-ion for him yet remaining; he hes 


a daughter, whoſe. virtues and Accom- 


Plishments are a, theme of admiration. 


This lovely young lady, who has at- 


tained her vinetcemth year, is at preſent 
; Ws on a journey whach she has un- 


A 2 der- 
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dertaken in the company of ber uncle a 
and aunt NMurville l . 
months Was the time Allorted for ber | 
conti wance' there; but her worthy ka- q 
ther has already ber deprived of her 1 
:fweet Converſe three weeks beyond the | 
preſcrib6@"eri od. le wilt not permit 
3 us to depart, eil ene reumns; and I muft 
| 1 confels : that, | to me, i ie no” > unpleaſant | 
11 r 872 
1 ae n eie e eee ee y 
(] I: 8 81 1 2 575 charmed witn this mura r6- | . 
F205 ; nest; 3 fleſſes more natural atttac- 


F | | tions 5 the moſt "idpnificent building 
. [| 5 in the. wo ell 1.” Reprefent to vourſelf, 0 
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E my friend, a _ſpacionls kltchen-gatden, that 
E contains an” imitienfity of uſbful plälits, 
| [4 and "vegetables and fruit* 'etiough to feed 
1 2 mb titade 3 and which, in good truth, 
i EE is rende fed” benefit 0 many a needy 3 
29.8 family, W oy by 8 "greet their benefaltor with | 
E if | their än hap "Imagine A ſequeſtered 


WT... „ ds 


L if} - bow, ltere ine moſt agreeable ſtilneſs 
BY rcigns* ug This morning, repairing thi- } 
IS: "ther, ere tlie Sun bone forth in all his 
1 m_— ſplen- 


A 


\ 


$ CLEMENFINA BEDFORD. 
3 ſplendour, 1 was ſaluted with the varie- 


gated and dgyighttul war 
fand feathered choriſters. 


AI 


blings of a thou 


=— 


Ah! Dorval, were you but preſent, 
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what pleaſure should we enjoy! 
the late hour calls me to repoſe: be aſ - 
fured, however, chat my heart — 
conſeerated 40 our mutual friendsbip. / 
5 p 
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i d 5 * WAT A 1 — 
a charming flence, reigns, around this ſe- 
cludedi manſion l. Here, where the noiſe 
and buſtle of the world do not intrude, every 


vegetative Objekt che glorious 'workman- - 
ship of the Almighty!---is calculated to. 


excite aſtonishment: every plant, every 
Hower, however mean and diminutive. at 
firſt, approaches, every day, every hour, 
to a fuller ſtate. of perfection, and ha. 


Rens to embellish a. landſcape, that will” 
exceed all the admired productions of the 
pencil. Could you, my friend, share 


with me the pleaſures of this ſylvan 


ſcene, I should eſteem. myſelf ſupreme: 
W happy k 


The good Mr. Bedford yeſterday re- 


acived a letter my his EF daughter: 


AAN 5 the 


„B E Q‚NAAA ACE ůmüNA wùru te 


3 OY 6 r SS. I 8 
n e s 


0 


© 8 


the” exceſſive joy car ho felt on this oo. 


eaſion, S. ſcarcely to be deſeribed. She 
will return to! his paternal © embraces in 


the courſe? of eight days; she, who no 


the particular requeſt of his friend, has 
- confented to remain here three or four 


weeks' longer than he had intended. Ak 


ready do I prefige to myſelf the joy, 
the embraces, with which this revere 
father will receive his amiable child: 
md, shall I to you my whole heart un- 


£18;-"6hall 1 16 you confeſs, my dear 
friend; how much Jam elated at the 


idea of b neee with her ace 


re } 1 80 "wy 12 +; TY „ os 
Today wwe gail mw fariauation ot 
ting an oppreſſed family, who were 


lungushing in à ſtate of the bittereſt po- 


verty imaginable ; and who, without our 


Belp, might poſſibly have perished in con- 


nen N adventure: is . er 


cal 101118 py 957 Vit $343 05 VELO © F 
k 


55 I 


lle adter dime; an' ſtraping Gwards 
a wood, we. heard, at a ſmalf; diſtance 


From us, the broken aceems of a Child. 


ho was invoking Heaven to releaſe his 


zun fartunate father, and to relieve his poor 
mother, Who was ſtarving. We inſtant- 
ly. pn the . om hene the 


F 8 nine eee | 


age, ſitting at the ot of a tree, his hands 
Claſped together, and his eyes, ſurcharged 
with tears, directed towards [Hgaven. - = 
Friend Bedford, with his ;aecuſtorp 

2 asked he youth, V = 


htm. * Ab! good Sir,” he replied,” * my 


« father is impriſoned, and my poor mo- 
ther has ent nothing theſe two days. 
What erime has your father committed, 
Kid Bedhnd. None, replied the boy: 


. + ke could; not pay dhe rant of our ſmall | 


cot, when it was due. The ilandipgd 
ſcized. our furniture; which not; being 


« enough. to diſcharge the debt, he hal 
© the cruelty to caſt my dear father into 


, gaol. 


* ELEMENTINA | BEDFORD. | 185 
gl. Ak, gentlemen! were I but ſome- 
What older, 1 could work for my good 

parents: they love me tenderly! But, 
alas! J am unable to help them out 
hrs - of their miſery; and every. one is 
« deaf to my ſorrow ! — Wo are not,“ 
fad Bedford. Lead us to your mother; 
where is sie? where is your father 
confined? We will deliver them from 
tlie hand of perſecution.” ' * They are 
n the next-town, D. . ., anſwered the 
child. My mother having no Hhabita- 
tion to keep her from: the cold, begged | 
< permiſſion to xntinue with my father; 
where, by ſpinning, she endeavoured to 
earn 4 Hetle: --but-her ſtrengtk has for- 
b e ber 46 1.1 fit: wy 1 912519! 08 
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1 I poor” vat; intuitively kiſſing 
-out hands, joyfully condudted us to che 
. how. poignantly 
was my heart affected at ſeeing the guilt- 
leſs old man, ſitting on a ſtool, and his 


1 wife leaning her dejected head upon his 
F breaſt; near them lay a ſmall piece of 
4 


126 CLEMENTINA BEDFORD. 


bread, and a pitcher of water. When 


this miſerable couple ſaw us enter, - 


deadly paleneſs gyerſpread their faces; 


their minds, habituated to ſorrow, fore- 


boded new afflictione. But the youth, 
caſting his arms round the necks of his 


parents, eagerly exclaimed, © Ah, father! 


and my mother dear! be comforted + See, 
2 cheſe gentlemen come 40 help you; they 


„will make you happy.” - -., I, could-not 


Apreſs che ſtarting bear: O Dorval, 
what ſect conſolation. is there in poſ- 


B 


2. 
JL tl tlie! 


55 Ness 4d d Bedfoed, be are e 


*to releaſe you both from this | miſerable 


* abode. Tell us briefly your ſtory; you 
* may#xely; upon our compaſſion,” The 
aufortunats pair fel on their knees, over- 


_ come by an [exceſs of gratiuide; they 
kiſſed our hands, and bedewed them with 
tears. We raiſed them nen 
hort 5 mau _— 
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Was a choemaker” at +++ Where, 
4 by induftry and perſeverance,” 1 had 
c faved 2 lirtle 3 when a perſon who 
« owed me à large ſum, becoming in- 
* ſolvent, I found myfelf neceſſitated to 
<leave my bufiniels, and the wwn: my 

goods were ſold by the creditors; while 
„ hoped to begin anew in this place. 
But, alas! gentlemen, being unable to 
obtain employment, the little which we 
had ſaved from the general wreck was 
in a short tithe conſumed; and white I 
< -occaſionally worked as a porter, my 
wife applied herſelf to the ſpinning- 
wheel, hoping by theſe means to pro- 
cure à livelihood. Alas! our united 
endeavours were inſufficient; and we 
fell into the bittereſt ſtage of poverty, 


_ © mſormuch that we were unable to pay 
our houſe: rent. I was three montlis in 


atrears; and the landlord, unpitying 
4 our deplorable ſituation, turned us into 
the ſtreet, ſeizing at the ſame time our 
8 er houshold neceſſ aries. Rat 

. being fold to the worſt advan- 


_ * tage 


7 tage, he dene yet. further claims, and 


« that 1 had wantonly injured his houſe. 
is See, in short, gentlemen, the untoward-. 
57 Ra of my, deſtiny: my wife, having, 


0 friendly roof. to cover her, has fol- 
* owed. me hither; and f for this indu lg - 


by ence I am indebted to the humanity of. 


* the. gaoler. Here, helpleſs, forlom, and ; 


hungry, are we left! Here, too, has 
< that dear child accompanied us; bring 
ing his mother, now and then, that little 


„which he. As from the 6 jad, of. 


P Charity hs 
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© wit, is "the amount fy your 
5 debt P demanded. che good Bedford.—. 
6 Three pounds!” anſwered the unfortu- 


nate man. e gave him that ſum, fay- _ 


-irig* ; © See there, good man, you have 
6 enough to ſatisfy your inhuman credi- 


525 Bak ; beſides which, you may yet ex - 


ſome further marks of our com- 


aten | My. father took a five n 7 


bank note out of 4 pocket-book 5 
Jn 9 gave 


bad the cruelty. to impriſon, me, faying. 


- eLeMENTINA "BEDFORD. 4% 


gave it to the poor woman, telling her it 
would ſerve to purchaſe them ſome neceſ- 
ſaries: and, turningto her husband, he ſaid, 
That, in the courſe of a few days, when he 
had regained his liberty, and ſettled his a 
fairs, he should come to the houſe of Mr. 
Bedford; when he might expect ſome fur- 
ther aid, 6h that he had related no- 
ee e . 0h 0 


| hat 3 my | friend, Cd 
LS top beholding the extatic tranſ- 
ports of this unfortunate; couple; and the 
expreſſive geſtures of their dutifnl child! 
a ſatisfhction that you may conceive, but 
which Icannot eee deſeribe. 


When we left, the priſon, we n 
tothe village where this family had reſided, 
and, after the minuteſt enquiries, we found, 
to our perfect fatisfaction, that they bore 
the beſt of characters, and that they had not 
in any inſtance deceived us. Iknow that you 
wa Fine with me in this event. 
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what a feeling share I take in every thing 


that concerns you. I confeſs, I sliould 


like to live in that ſolitude which you 
10 ably deſcribe: for, alas! in large cities, 


what elſe meets the eye, than villainy - 


falſchood, and vice, of every degree! 


' The King has conferred on me a 


poſt of conſiderable weiglit; but it is an 


office wholly unfltted to the mildneſs of 
my diſpoſition, and I have therefore à great 
diſlike to it. It may poſſibly be my lot to 
paſs ſentence on ſome unſortunate mortal, 
accuſed of a crime which he did not com- 
mit; and to releaſe a criminal unfit to ive. 

35 Other 
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YOU know thy heart, dear 
Edward ; and therefore may eaſily imagine 


73 


CLEMENTINA Bron. 2x 
Other motives, than thoſe of juſtice, ſome- 
times occalign a proſecution ; and other al: 
lurements, than thoſe of truth, but too 
often. impel men to bear falſewitneſs againſt | 
their neighbour... This appointment will, 
J am afraid, do violence to my feelings; 


however, 1ishall endeavour to temper juſtice 


with mercy, when occaſion offers, and to 
diſcriminate between misfortunes and crimes. 
1 have now a caſe; before me, at which my 
heart bleeds; but J will not enter on the 
melancholy ſubject, leſt. it should rob you 
of anf agreeable moment. L Shall ręſerv Gt 


till another oppoxtunity. bile molt 1 


2 2 of . ; 
enihditor lamsstb s ai 3} ont oi” 


can picture · ta myſelf your: feelings 


on witneſſing the deliveraee of the poor fa · 


mily, whoſe ſufferings ydu ſo pathetically 
nairate. J, alſo am not unaſſected, al- 
though I haye,not.qhe pleaſure-of knowing 
theſe worthy mortals, | 
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121 deeply, 3 ate in the gloomy 
event mentioned in your firſt letter. la- 
ment, with. Mr. Bedford, tlie loſs of his ſon. 

03 "NS The 


The —— nolſt here; ald 
ir is reported, * that the rash young man is 
ſecreted ina neighbouring cov. Heaven 


grant, for his father's ſake, that he may hot Bhe 


difcovered? for the relations of the deceaſed 
Knight have great influence at Court; and, 
in the preſent inſtance⸗ I Hear, they are well 
diſpoſed to exert it. COLTS LITRES CUT 
BONE ITE POO DNIGR IE ru anne 

© Whit a melaneholy tragedy was it 
for the venerable old man and his lovely 
daughter?! I am agoniſed when I reflect 
on the probable conſequenees which may 
reſult from this ingrid ſuerifice tom. 
taken honour. It is a dreadful poſſibility, 
that his'worthy father may have to la- 
ment che untimely” death of his ſon, on the 


Fatal ſoaffold? ? But I müſt ſtop: I wilt 


not worture my heart, and that of my friend, 
with theſe palnful ſbrebodings 51 il? 


£ + ” * * 4. 0 f 
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I have many friends at Court. Could | 


L by their means, 6btain a pardon for this 


unhappy young man, what tranſporting | 


| joy Should 1 rr: in reſtoring lum to his 
G14 S 4 good 
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god father! for whom every one drops 
the tear of gr ge 
AAT TA. 
My A endeavours shall not be 
 _ -xantings and thus may he cherish ſome 
|  difrant hops/athaſtyvf ſevimg;lis ſon once 
1 by | more under his root. 
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| et care. | 
| m friends jg,of, les value than your deſerts. 3 
11 K-45 in ts, dil We of, hoe,  funEtions, 1 
| [| that your exalted un aerſtanding will ap- 3 
| | | y would it be for "the truly 
| | | een e e could e 
| | like you! 


9 1 7 1 


| 
| |  Yeſterd ay the charming Ciæux- | 1 
> | TinA—this is the name of our friend's | 
l daughter — returned to the arms of her 4 } 
10 affectionate father, after a long abſence. Y 
| What tranſports did he expreſs, on again 71 


embracing this amiable young lady! My 
12% heart shared in his felicity ; and, indeed, 
0 | : felt a pleaſing ag that was a f 
to, it denne. n 


5 | 
| CLEMENTINA.. Erb. as 
„Shall J tell, you, Doryal, that she is 
loyelineſs ite! How, forjunate. is Mr. 
to have ar kaſt one child who bears 
him the tendereſt regard; while the folly 
of the other, wounds his ſenſibility! The 
worthy, man, taking Clementina by the 
bands approached my father, ſaying: See 
berg, my dear Child, the beſt of my friends. 
1 He will be your ſecond parent. when the 
«thread of my ung shall be cut aſunder by 


9 8 


ee oe car en will be your Tag 
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RIG Tue tar ou; 3 in tears flew 


He S Weta bene 
Il Hh arent chall not yet beſnatched from 
= Fol Heayen | will not leave you 
leſs in; your you oyth, while the hand 
20 rl ad en bey © on Jon... "We J 

endeavour. to Alleviate the anguich His 

© he feels on vour brother's behalf; an 
Linde from ſomething that has 12 
5 n Ie hopes, that, Sa 


t 


te au re” the Kl % 


26 elgursrhll urrrorv. 


©  $Hottly 6 0 ptlin a a "ppm, buy utmoſt 
< au a be itled to d brit g it abdüt; 
© "an" then, pes the, Shall" that Genie 
+ yorhs nan, ' reſo{ving niever'to ert ' ni6rs, 
row Himſelk at the feet 0 his fa- 

0 iy You a0 Your brother Sall yet be 
together“ "HE e vetüffr to Yb, 

ch Vit ald, Having fich a mir. 
br o pürit ) epftartl bpeford his eyes, 
C will never dor be obercönte 1 1 the 
petuoirs lalliés bf youth, 2 et” us, 
for the preſent let us, be abr in 


© tus agreeable ſolitude,” 
val 2 7 155 Yo erin ah ory 


= ir. Bedford cho ny ive ti WH 
Tent; 5 and 1 invited ſom ſome pentle Ball Int a 
—1 who "reſide in the ee to 
pd i the evening. ** àcbepted 

6 6 Ah 40. t. a beer bie Yak 


22 


ther.” Shed be to tie 


2. 


7 Pt Hides bf ft j hne C8 er fatibtt her Wit 
| was bril liant, and her th Humollk incotnpara- 


His. Ves, Bodi nature "$4 educdion 


have jointly cola & exalt her Abbe the 
reſt 


=. CLEMENTINA BEDFORD. & 27 
* reſt of her ſex! My pen is incapable of 
1 conveying to you a juſt idea either of her 
: mental eee, or her perſonal 


charms! 


Drawing is one of her favourite amuſe- 
ments; and you know, my friend, that 1 
have practiſed in that art. Clementina 
has shewn me ſeveral of her sketches; 
which, in my opinion, are entitled to the 
N e. 


bit m 8 
ment l. It is the father of Clementina 
ſome tears rolling down his aged. cheeks, 
What can it. maanꝰ? Fergive me that 1 
conclude: to-morrow Jn 3 know the 
reſult. 2 . K ir 
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' THE letter which you wrote mme 
reſpecting tlie ſon of Mr. Bedford, I have 


given him to read; and he dropped ſome 
tears as he peruſed it. Ah! my fiend! 


could you kid the worthy man im His len- 


| deavours to obtain The parle of ds youth. 
k Would call um % wel. fro 161977 


* 111 y 1 — 
(7 7034 latte DU? Mοοινοεν- i : Her 


While I was employed in writing 
my laſt to you, he came into my chamber, 
as I chen intimated, the tears ſtarting in 
his eyes. Edward,” ſaid he, I depart 
* to-morrow, at day-break, for T.. My 
+ ſiſter Murville is coming, to tarry here a 


few days. In her company; with your 


father, and Clementina; I truſt that you 
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* will enjqy ſome : pleaſant hours.. My 
«+ abſence. wilhbe of short.continyance,., | 


p am now ſanguine iiythe hape, that Henry 


6 will sbortly be pardoned: our friend's 
- t influence, wall give ;;eftcct; to g petition 


© which, Lpumole,to offent (I: will alle 


« endeavauy by ſupplicatiqns, to ſoften the 
* Anger of. the] deccaſgd; Kn Knight's kindred, 
6 Poſſibly the tears gf a grey-haired father 
in wüpigzte Nn eee Nor . 


* = F . 2 1 
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Ihe Oh. Dorval! what affo8tion, _ he 
yet feel for this ſon, who is ſo little worthy 
his fond regard! Rut, for Bedford's ſake, 
let me, entreat you to exert your utmoſt 


power. Clementina, my. father, and laſtly 


your friend, will always acknowledge 


your goodneſs with. ee 8 4 gra- 
titude. . $4 


341 
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Me paſſed the time at dinner in deep 
ſilence: hopes and fears alternately poſſeſ- 
ſed our boſoms, and ſuſpended, fox a while, 
the; ordinary courſe of ſpeech, . 1. _ _ 
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„ Mrs. Murville arftwed in the even- 


ing. She appears not only to be à worthy 


woman, but to poſſeſs" a great portion of 
underſtanding. Towards night, as is my 


cuſtom, I walked in the garden, taking a 


book in my hand} and, wholly engroſſed 


by the ſubject of my author, I proceeded, 


unheedful of my ſteps; til I found myſelf 
in a ſequeſtered" bower, where all was ſtill, 


except the gentle ruſtling of the trees. | 


Caſting my eyes toward the extremity of 
this shady alcove, good Heaven f how was 
1 ſtruck on ſeeing” "the! lovely Clementina 
fitting! on a bench! Holding a handker- 
chief to her face, she often ſobbed the name 


of Henry!“ At length She perceived me. 


I was unable to utter a ſingle word : for 


never did *she-appear ſo chung in my 
eyes as at this moment! ann 


Is it alone friendship that T feel for 
this adorable girl? Speak, my heart! ſpeak ! 
—— Yes, it is a more exalted ſenſation, 
I thought you proof againſt theſe Glken 
bands of flavery ; but it was an illuſion of 
ln ä the 


CLEMENTINA BEDFORD. „ 3 


the ſenſes. I lovei It cannot be diſguiſed. 
And why should I diſavow my paſſion, 
when everybody admires and eſteems the 
object of it? She, alone, is formed to 
render me the happieſt of men. Ah! my 
dear friend! her ſorrow; the tears, that 
from her fine eyes rolled; her hair, looſe 
about her neck, in wavy ringlets flowing; 
her whole attitude; pictured to me the 
attributes of a divinity! I attempted 
to ſpeak, but the words receded on my 
öS. | 


101 What are you reading, Sir ? Packed 
Clementina, * An Eſſay on Friendship, 
Madam, ' anſwered I, ſtammering. It 
is a noble ſubject,' ſaid she: but, alas! 
J how rarely do we find it in adverſity ! 
* The empty name, indeed, is retained; but 
the friend is gone. A day, too often an hour, 
© removes the veil; and, what should alle- 
< vaate the ſtripes of affliction, carries an- 
% ask to the wound. 


4 Bring proſeſſions of friendship to 
* the teſt; and, if they come from the heart, 
C | then 
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33 -OLEMENTING BEDFORD: 


then do you hold an invaluable treaſure, 
though you only enjoy a ſingle friend. 
3 But truſt not, Sir, to any one of whoſe 
4 integrity there appears the ſmalleſt doubt. 

© You are young 5 you poſſeſs riches,” rank, 

© and a liberal mind. Such attractions as 
© theſe but too generally indixce'a crowd of 
loweminded ſycophants, falſely called 
« friends, who aſſume tlie name to diſguiſe 
c their unwor thy nn 8 


{tO DE Joy are 07 


Alas! Sir: my e had a PROS? 


* 


I capable of the nobleſt- purpoſes: 1 
e wanted a friend, to lead him from the 


6 corrupted regions 'of diſſipation. Then 


he had never ſeen thoſe dan gers which 


* have nearly deſtroyed him; then Had my 
© Year father never loſt a beloved ſon nor 


Ia brother! But now, what have we to 


« expe&' from im but "Sims and dif- 
* grace: * 


After this, she shed à flood of tears; 
and, by an imperceptible kind of ſympathy, 
felt myſelf W alſected 3 in fine, we 
T3231 SET 0G | wept 
e 2 


| CLEME NTINA BEDFORD. 3 3 | 


* 4. 


wept in concert. Nothing could I fay, to 
ſoften her forrow: Wy but, ſeizing her hand, 

I kiſſedit with emotion. She aroſe from the 
ſeat, and entreated me to lead her back to 
the faloon ; : and, as we paſſed, she renewed 
her obſervations on Friendship. She ſpoke 
of a ſtrict union that had long ſubſiſted be- 
tween her and a young lady, named Julia, 
who was, indeed, she ſaid, her only ont 
Mts. and . of hom She mentioned. {ome 
meg Laving diſcovered indubitable 
figns of faithfulneſs i in her friend, she was 
perfectly convinced | that s she had formed. a 
valuable connexion. 


| 'Ww 1 we. entered the kouſe, I und | 
there the worthy family, whom my father 
and Mr. Bedford had reſcued from approach- 
ing deſtruction, as I mentioned in a former 
letter. This old man was releaſed in two. 
days, after we ſaw him in the priſon. He 
had, with the little that we gave him, paid 
his landlord, and placed himſelf in a ſtate 
to purſue his buſineſs with ſpirit and effect. 
"C'S The 


34 CLEMENTINA BEDFORD. 
The boy dropped tears of gladneſs a 
gratitude; the father and mother begged 
permiſſion to kiſs our hands; proteſted that 
we had made them happy; z and apologiſed 
for omitting their acknowledgments ſo long, 
faying it aroſe from a deſire of convincing 
us that they had applied our bounty! to 2 
Proper purpoſe. | : 

| My father offered them ſome farther 
aid, agreeably to his promiſez but they 
refuſed to receive it, even on the moſt pref- 
Ling ſolicitations. The good man obſerved,. 
that his misfortunes, having been attended 
by no premeditated a&s of dichoneſty, had 
at length excited the compaſſion of his 
neighbours ; that they had promiſed to em- 
ploy and to recommend him; and that there- 
fore, if he failed in his induſtry, he should 
deſerve the wort that could dend * 


What ee ideas, what genero- 
ſity, do we ſometimes find in men of this 
deſcription, who are but too often viewed 
by the affluent with contempt !: 
ITE” | I brictly 
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CLEMENTINA -BEDFORD. 3 5 


I briefly related the adventure to Cle- 
mentina, who took the child in her arms, 
and kindly embraced him. Amiable minds 
are not reſtrained froty nfaniteſting their 
admiration of virtue, wherever it appears. 


At length, the worthy family took 
leave of us, shewing every demonſtrable 
token of acknowledgment. — The remain- 
der of the night was paſſed ſymewhat un- 
cheerfully, the time for parting with the 
venerable Bedford being nearly arrived, 
It is now paſt midnight; all is involved in 
the ſilence of the hour; and it is neceſſary 
that I alſo retire to my-pillow. You know 
the heart of your friend. - 


r 


April 22, 179. 


CY, _ - LEPTER 


LETTER vf. 


| DORVAL ro EDWARD... 


REJOICE; my friend! Comfort 

| Clementina !- I have already received from 
- Court the. pardon- of the young Bedford; = 
the relations of the: deceaſed Knight having N 
conſented to withdraw the proſecution which 9 

they had commenced againſt him. 15 


am informed, that Lieut. Adelclan, 
has diſcovered the unhappy fugitive; and 
it is confidently ſaid, that he entered into 
the army under a feigned name. I hope to 
e the good Mr. Bedford to-day, that I may. 
communicate it to him. 


| You tove Clementine, my friend. 
Well, now, is she not worthy of you? And 
ze: vou not capable of making her happy? 
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CLEMENTINA” BEDFORD. 37 


What ſatisfaction, what delight, will attend 


your. union with a young lady, in whom 


is concentred all the graces and all the vir- 


tues of the ſex! You cannot be deceived 


in one, who, removed from the alluring ſe- 


ductions of fashionable circles, has been 


educated under the eye of a worthy and 
prudent father; she can be no otherwiſe 


than amiable. What greater felicity, then, 


can your parents taſte, than to fee thoſe hearts 
united, that were fashioned for each other! 


Then, then, will they enjoy the ſupremeſt 
of fatherly eomforts. What a glorious 
proſpect opens to the fight! My only wish 
is to be an eye witneſs of your domeſtic 
tranquilliry: you will afford. a teſtimony 
to the world, that genuine content may be 


eminently enjoyed without the glitter of 


pomp and magnificence, and that equality of 
riches are not eſſential to connubial Har- 


mony and heart-felt love. 


You delight, Edward, in ſolitude! 
My heart, alſo, pants for a ſimilar enjoy-- 
ment. Nothing, now, but retirement, can 
AZETAL | render 
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fender life ſupportable! Vou know: who - 


was long the object:of my ſincereſt regard: 
alas death ſnatched her from me, juſt at 


the moment that we had appointed to meet 


at/the altar. O heaven had the grim ty- 


rant, at the ſame inſtant, united me with 


her, tlien had my troubled boſom never felt 


the pangs of di ſappointnent. But it is re- 
ſerved for me, ever to mourn my Junia. I 
am dĩſguſted with all around me. Nothing 
but ſolitude and ſilence can afford me com- 
fort. I am a prey to grief. Now do 1 
ſtand in need of you; now do 1 miſs the 
conſolation of your preſence. But I mult 
conclude; my official duty, demands my 
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LETTER vn. 


' EDWARD TO DORVAL. 


\ RECEIVE the, acknowledgments of - 


4 tender Clementina, of my father, Mrs. 
Murville, and of your friend. What ex- 
taſy will illumine the ſoul of Mr. Bedford, 
when he shall be informed of the magnitude 


of your ſycceſs! Nothing was wanting to 
render him happy but the forgiveneſs and 


the preſence of Henry. To-morrow we 
expect a welcome letter from him. Ah! 
had you alſo been fortunate, what tranſ- 
ports would have revelled in the heart of 
your friend! | 
= April 26, I 79 - 
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LETTER VII. 


MR. BEDFORD TO CLEMENTINA.. 


— 


" 1" SHARE i- me Joy of Yourlaffec- 


Ge fither!' Vour brother's crime is 
"cancelled: Embrace the worthy Mrs. 


Murvilte for me; and preſent my acknow- 
ment t6 Gt” Wirth Hinds 2To 
the noble Porval, e owe every-thing. 2 
"enjoin you*to commrfnicate theſe teſtimo- 
mies of a beuten _ 9 eee 0 
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EENRN will de ſited totls again? 
0 Julia! what heart cheering news wWas 
tlis for? your tenderefritnd'! * My pen is too 
weak: to convey”yorr a true idek of what 1 
felt, and yet continue to feel; on account of 
this fortunate event. Shall I, then, once 
more ſee: my brother! him, whom Lalways 
lamentef with the true ſorrow of a ſiſter, 
never ceafing to hope for his return to vit. 
tue. I already anticipate the pleaſure af 
deholding nim rum to the:outſtretchec arms 
of his rein mag Alli will be 
unbounded.” 5 e 
: Sir! Janes 1 Dirvil, the TY of the 
milo minde Edward, procured us his par- 
Oh !-that*riy* brother; Julia, had 
2 been 


3d CLEMENTINA RET DR 
22 ſuch an Edward May he henceforth 


regulate all his actions by the touthſtone 


of genuine honour, and prudence! How 
happy will your Clementina then eſteem her- 
ſelf! —— May J cherish this hope? O yes! 
And if my prayers. can-any-thing avail, his 


mind shall reſiſt every new temptation. 


His heart is ſuſceptible to good impreſſions ; 
he will not heſitate to shun the profligate 
Valcourt, who has once led him to the brink 
of human miſery. Ves, he shall leave him 
for ever. I. will fall at Henry's feet, and 
ſupplicate him to accept my counſel: per- 
haps the tears and the entreaties of a proſtrate 
ſiſter will facilitate his repentance. Then 
Shall: he regain every. one's eſteem; yes, 
Julia, then shall al hispaſt miſdeeds be bu- 
ried in oblivion. Ah! should I obtain the 
victory, what joy will it communicate, to 
my dear father, and to me! and what bla 
ſings will alſo devolve on Henry! It is 
commendable, never to have erred; but it 
is indeed much more. praiſe-worthy,to fly 


from vice, and its | ſenſual | allurements, 


bus alas! may the heavens not deceive me 
in 
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in my expectations !-—O Julia! how 
miſcrable would you then ſee your Cle- 
mentina! A ſecond shock would doubt- 


| leſs overcome my ſortitude. I shudder, I 


freeze, at the dreadful idea, What a 
deadly ſtroke:would it be to my dear father, 


whoſe health is already impaired, through 


Henry's indiſcretions! I am confident, 


that it would. ſpeedily bring his grey 
“e hairs with ſorrow to the grave.” : But 


let me forbear. God is In an 4 
will protect us. FE 


My aint Murvitle bas deſired me to 


aſſure you of her affection. This worthy 
woman is now with us, on a short viſit. 


Accept, alſo, the love of her who will al. 


ways remain your ſincere friend. 
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Friend! Fly with it to.Clementina. Mr. 

Bedford has not yet ſeenit; he was gone, 1 
before I received the agreeable intelligence. 
> r 4 96), es 3 go May 8. 179 . : 
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Fxsrrnpax, while our regiment, | 
which was ordered from R. . to D..... © 
were halting juſt without the town, I ob 
ſerved a richly-drefſed young gentleman 7 
among the ſpectators, who ſeemed to have 3 
been taking the air. In a few moments, * 1 
he turned back with uncommon emotion, 2 
IPP41 d | n 
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on being noticed by a ſoldier in the ranks, 
who, a few months ſince, had enliſted in the 
company of Captain Duperonville. But my 


altonishment was much increaſed, at ſeeing 
this man haſtily follow the ſtranger. The 
1 diſtance at which he overtook him, was too 
| 9 great for me to diſtinguish their conver- 
3 lation. I, however, perceived the gentle- 
9 man very earneſtly perſuading Duzant to 
N receive a purſe of money, which he held 
in bis hand, and which the other as earneſt- 

ly refuſed; taking, at the ſame time, a hand- ; 


kerchief from his pocket, to conceal the 
tokens. of a burſting heart. The duty of 
the ſoldier would not permit them to diſ- 
courſe long together; they parted, and the 
ne Was n out of RG: : 

This evening we came to 8 | 
when, having choſen my lodgings, I ſent | | 
my ſervant to the quarters of Duzant, with 

* orders that he should inſtantly attend me. 
3 In a short time he entered my chamber; 


1 when certain ideas which I had formed of 
I this elek. determined me to ſift him.— 
I D 32 Are 


4 —erxajenwiriva bREDonp. 


Are you 1 not afraid. faid Etohim, to tell 


me your' adventures 2 I noticed what 


6 happened to you this moming; and that, 
© alone, convinces me that there i is ſome» 


© thing remarkable in your ftory. Speak | 


2 a 


© to me as to Aa | fiend? DOES TY 


1 Ab, Sir?” he replied, * I have my 
and have involved, an aged father, and 
© a tender ſiſter, in the extremeſt labyrinth 


© of human miſery ; who probably yet be. 
© wail the uncertain fate of one who is 
_ * unworthy their regard. Alas! Sir, 


was not born to the TY 1280 
© which I now wear? „ 


— 


& 4 "» 


Something like this F had ed 
1 wanted no more. Return, Sir,” ſaid I, 


to that venerable father, to that affectiou- 


ate ſiſter. You may yet be fortunate. 


Do not difown Yourſelf: the time, the 
* circumſtances 8% your mien, all conv iu ce 


hae me, that you are Henry Bedford! 
At theſe words he turned pale; and ex- 


be r in a faltering tone, Am IJ, then, 


5 diſcov er- 
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+ diſcovered Y he fell into a chair, in an 


agony that nearly deprived him of his fa- 


culties. Fear nothing, faid J. Throw 

« yourſelf into the midſt of your friends: 
tuey have ſtopped the proſecution which 
vas inſtituted againſt you. Your father 
« is impatient to ſee you once more. To- 
* morrow 1 will procure your diſcharge 


* from the captain.” 


You camot imagine the FRE elfect, 
Sir James, which this harangue produced 


on the diſtempered ſenſes of the young Bed- 


ford: his clouded countenanee was in- 


ſtantly illuminated. 1 detained him to ſup- 


per; after which he went home, giving me 


the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his gratitude, 


and promiſing to wait on me the next day. 
This morning related the affair to Captain 
Duperonville, ' who generouſſy ſent the 
Wung gentleman his diſcharge from the 
regiment. At noon he came again to my 
lodgings, repeated his acknou lee gments, and 
laid he was going to return to o His father. — 
en ge .in e een 
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3 11 4+ EDWARD TO: DORVAL.. 


: Po 7 4 . 1. 4, 


© FORGIVE my long ſilence, dear 
Dorval. The arrival of Heury Bedford, 
twoi days after the return of his father, 


has diffuſed among us a general. joy. In- 
deed, from the information which the good 


Bedford brought us, he was by no means an 
ee woo. ; * 7 IIS CH! = 


"Henry, having been tok] yl. hte 
Adeſclar, that we were here cn a viſit, en- 
quired fixſt for my father, commanding the 
ſervant, who teſtified the moſt ſingular 
marks. of ſatisfaction, not to be too haſty 
in making his arrival known. My father 


Baſted to meet him; although, as yet, they 


were ſtrangers to each other. The young 
6 him; and, kiſſing his band,, 
Ci exclaimed, 
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ta I am the, unworthy fon of. 
« your friend, Sir! How is my father? my 
n Can, Lhope their ne N53 


Is You may. be aſſured of is, fag the 
good man: + you hall. again find the ſigns 
$ agen the ſame ſiſter, as e 


. = 8 1 EY 


b. Bedford over heard wy . of 7 
his Ire : Mrs. Murville, Clementina; every 


one, haſtened to congratulate him. Oh! 
that you, Dorval, had beheld thy extatie 
meeting! The adorable Clemenfna ſunk 


under the exceſs of her tranſports 3 ; and. it 
was a long time before the attentions of all 


around, could reſtore her to her wonted 
tr anquillity of mind. 72 But f when it Was 


happily effected, her affectionate father, 
herſelf, and even Henry, ſeemed to forget, 


or to riſe ſuperior to, all their former 'in- 


quietudes. The latter demonſtrated every 5 


poſſible indication of repentance and amend- 
ment, and related; to us all that: had be- 
fallen him, from the period of his fatal ren- 


counter with the Knight, to the preſent mo- _ 
: ment. "* | : O | 


I was,” 


8 


t F'wasſaid he one evening, re- 
*Hueſte@ byValcourt and Sir John *,, 
to make one of à party at cards; Wed 


I unfortunately conſented. It happened 
chat I won twenty guineas of the Knight, 


which he appeared to be highly ill-hu- 
* moured;” and appointed the next” after- 
noon to reſume. the play. Sir John loſt, 
% as. before, but to a larger amount. This 
is to0 much, Bedford!“ exclaimed lie, 
fierceiy: you have played falſe !” 
Taking fire at theſe words, T haſtily left 


„my chair; and approaching him, inſiſted 


* 6n his-retracting what be had dug in 
eee e ay ha. „ No? er 


claimed he, in che fame tone as a ard, 1 


e mee deren. e -u 
* now Lene, ates: Ahab te: 
MRP rh could purge — 
_ © which my own imprudence had affixed 
don me,. Oh that I had never played 
wich him! Then had there been no cauſe 
for anger; no eries for revenge! Then 


* 


«had I never been Without a Habitation 
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« and a name!” At length, A rencoun- 
© (er was reſolved upon, which was to have 
place the following morning, at eight 
clock: Valcourt being to attend me, 
< and one of the company the Knight. He 


6 . me the choice of gert and e 


be « Valcourt 1 dee that I chould re- 
© main in his houſe for that night; where, 
in a circle of the giddy and the gay, we 
murdered the flecting hours, till the mo- 
ment arrived, that called me to perform 
one of the moſt unfortunate actions ef my 
life. Scarcely had we reached the fatal 
« ſpot, ere I beheld the approach of my an- 
tagoniſt. I gave him che choice of piſtols. 
© Tt fell to the Knight's lor to give the firſt 
fire; and ſcarcely was this advantage de- 
< cided in his favour, when hie burnt to pur- 
* ſue it. But, in conſequence of his ex- 
ceſſive eagerneſs, he fired without effect. 
Alas! the contrary was my fortune! T 
< diſcharged my piſtol 3" when tho "HR 
' kel lifeleſs on the ground. . 
o *:Valcourt 


— 
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Voalcourt led me off the field, through 
0 2 wood; while I ſcarcely knew how to 
* regulate my footſteps. , Having reached 
a coach and four, in waiting, which Val- 

court had provided for the victor, we haſ- 
* tily ſprung into it; after he had com- 
manded his ſervant to return to the fatal 
| © ſpot, and enquire if the Knight was really 


+ dead. We fied wich the ſwifineſs of n 


© arrow, and travelled nearly the whole day 
in gloomy ſilence. My companion rail- 
led me at length, faying, Lou will 
fon be in ſecurity! But ſurely you 
* muft, inwardly: atleaſt; rejoice at having 
#* thus: aſſerted your honour and your 
innccence. By our friends you will be 


L eſteemed a hero. I thought, truly, that 
you poſſeſſed more courage, than to 


cshrink from trifles ſuch as theſe.” He 
+. endeavoured, I confeſs, to convince me 
5. that my conduct was meritorious : but, 
+ however grateful it might have appeared 
to another in my ſituatiou, I neverthelcſs 
began moſt heartily to deteſt his conver- 

. In tact, I was: no more myſelf... 
I 6 in 


— 
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+ In the evening we reached a ſmall 
+ town, where Valcourt propoſed to ſtay 


for the night; aſſuring me that we were ſuf- 


+ ficiently removed from all danger. We 
« ſelected” the beſt inn which the place 


* afforded; and I almoſt immediately re- 


tired to bed, hoping to repoſe- for ever! 


Sorrow, deſpair, and abhorrence, con- 


vulſed my ſoul; till at laſt, overcome by 
the exceſles of the paſt night, and the 


+ horrors and fatigues of the ſucceedinmg 


day, I at laſt fell into profound ſleep. In 
morning; when Valcourt awaked me, 
4 ſaying, that ſome urgent buſineſs, which 

+ had juſt occurred to his memory, obliged 


[> OO TN TORE, AT UE "Ta" GUO 


+ ſer 5 at RR” 

k ; 
5 05 TR what an . was 
* this !—— Now beheid I, more viſibly than 
ever, the extent of my folly; now did 
I perceive its pernicious effects—1 
< aroſe; however; and we breakfaſted to- 


* 1 promiſed Valcourt that would 


WII | * correſpond 


s/correſpond-with him; and, at parting, he 
«conſtrained me to receive a purſe, contain- 
ing one hundred guineas. Receive this 
from your friend!“ ſaid he. But ba- 
* nish your foolish n n my 


noel 


1270 Left now wholly Fe on ve 
© could I contemplate but my imprudence! 
© I mourned my paſt dishonourable courſes ; 


I deteſted myſelf. : Often did I reſolve 


© to end my wretched exiſtence; but as 
6 often failed my purpoſe: for the precepts 


© of Chriſtianity were not totally obliter- 


© ated from my mind. A thouſand horrible 
* proſpects appeared before me. How 
% am I to procure a livelihood?” ſaid Ito 


6 myſelf. Where can I be ſecure from 


& diſcovery? No one will eſteem me; 


nor compaſſionate my misfortunes. I 
have tiodden virtue under my feet: I 
have ſought the company of thoſe who 


4% langh-at her dictates, ſport with her de- 
&. crees, and drown her reproaches. What 


will become, O heaven! of my indulg. 
ere of my ſiſter? Can they 
Wetter | « ſurvive 
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« ſurvive this tragical cataſtrophe! And 


will not my voluntary banishment, and 


< their ignorance of the place of my re- 


< fuge, agoniſe them more than the fad 


& occaſion of it! Often did I eſſay 
to write to my father; and as often drop- 
« ped the pen from my trembling hand. 


My ſoul was not the reſemblance 
« of deſpair, but deſpair itſelf; and I che- 
© rished every horrible idea, that could add 
< to it a pang. I reſolved to leave the town 


© that evening, and to change my name. 


I wandered, for ſeveral months, from place 
to place, abſorbed in melancholy ; till, 
< at length, having exhauſted my cash, and 


© not knowing how to procure more, with- 
_ © out renewing my hated intimacy with 


Valcourt, I enlifted—shameful to ſay ! = 


into the regiment of Captain Duperon- 
ville; where I remained fourteen months. 


I firmly reſolved to conceal my true name 


and family connexions from every one; 


and IL. was equally careful to hide my 
diſgraceſul occupation from thofe who 
E knew 


— 
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knew me in a higher ſphere. But how 


great was my aſtonishment, at ſeeing Val - 


court, one morning, as we were about to 
march from R... to-D......! I could 


1 not avoid his obſervation; ; he privately 
made a ſign to ſpeak with me apart; when 
he upbraided me for concealing my wants 


and my reſidence from him: he accuſed 
* me of meanneſs, in reſorting to ſo deſpi- 
cable an expedient; and offered me his 


purſe. But I withſtood all his entrea- 
ties; and he left me, filled with indigna- 


0 Bon. 


'* In the evening, I was informed by 


Lieutenant Adelclar, of the happy chauge 
which had taken place in my affairs.— 

Ah! how shall I inſtruct my heart to be 
adequately grateful to you, my dear fa- 
ther, who have ſo inceſſantly laboured to 
obtain my redemption ! Can you forgive 


* a ſon who has thus diſgraced himſelf? 
© — Confuſion covers my face!“ 


Ii fell at the fect Kan Bed 


ford, 
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ford, shedding a flood of tears; and, as 
they ſeemed to be the true effuſions of pe- 
nitence, all who were preſent bore him 


company. His worthy father, in particu- 


lar, was ſenſibly affected; anda momentary 


ſilence enſued. At length, the good man 


exclaimed, * My child! 1 forgive you! 
I am your father! On ſaying this, he 


preſſed him to his brealt, 


Ah! my friend! may nothing inter- 


rupt the brightening proſpect! May Henry 


have ſufficient courage to ſay Farewel! to 
his gay, but diſſolute companions ! 


8 21> 5 _= May 14, 179. 
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LETTER XL. 
JULIA TO CLEMENTINA.. 


WHAT gladneſs filled my 
heart, dear Clementina, as Iread your letter! 
Oh! that I had been an eye-witneſs of your 
brother's return! That, alone, was wanting 
to render my happineſs entire. 


I inſtantly communicated this joyful | 
event to my parents; who wept as I pro- 
ceeded, We pictured to ourſelves the 
tranſports, the congratulations, the tears, 
which this happy occaſion demanded. My 
little ſiſter Charlotte was nearly out of her 
wits: she repeatedly asked, If now you 
would ever more be unhappy ? adding, 
that che could never help crying, when she 


ca you ſo affected about your brother. 
Is Let us alſo make merry to-day, dear 


mamma 
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: >G mamma! ſaid she. Obtaining a ſmile of 
approbation, she kiſſed the hauds of her 
parents, ſaying, That, firſt, she should zea- 
louſly ſtrive to learn lier leſſun. We ex- 
perienced a ſingular pleaſure, on obſerving 
the ſtudious diligence of this ſweet infant, 
to maſter her task; and her innocent _— 
afterwards, added to our 1 | 
Oh! my dear kriend! you u chil} hom 
forget your ſorrows. Your brother has in- 
trinſic merit: from henceforth the ſage 
- counſels of his venerable father will ſink 
deep in his heart. He will imitate you; 
he will love virtue. Edward, alſo, will 
furnish him an example worthy of follow- 
ing. But ſtrive to keep him from the in. 
fectious company of Valcourt, to whoſe 
account may be placed every paſt calamity. 
Eſtrange him from his falſe friends, and you 
ſeal his reformation. 


Should the fond expectations which 
are now formed of Henry, be realiſed---- 
and that they will, I entertain no doubt 

| E 3 what 


— 


— Ng A 
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what felicity will your father taſte during 

the remainder of his life ! with what tran- 

quillity will your hours glide away, your 
brother virtuous and your parent happy! 


Receive the warm congratulations of 
our whole family ; but, above all, the little 
Charlotte deſires to occupy a place in your 
thoughts. I need not, I truſt, tell you what 
a decided part I take in your good for- 
tune. 5 
May 16, 179. 


LETTER 
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CLEMENTINA TO julia. 
* 


1 Blush, my friend, ere 1 
make my confeſſion, leſt you should af- 
terwards deem me unworthy your eſteem. 


I had flattered myſelf that nothing but 
friendship reſided in my boſom: but, alas! 
what a deluſion of the ſenſes! You will 
accuſe me of unpardonable weaknefs: my 
_ affections are now divided! That heart, 
which was wholly conſecrated to parental 
love, and to you, has admitted an intruder 3: 
and that intruder is the generous Edward! 
His virtue, his exalted underſtanding, his 
rank, his form; all conſpire to create in me 
eſteem and veneration. Can you believe, 
Julia, that when he firſt threw himſelf at 
1 | my. 


A 
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my feet, when he firſt diſcloſed his paſſion, 
I had not the addreſs to keep him in ſuſpence. 
My tongue, indeed, was filent- - Icould not 
ſpeak---bur, taking His hand, T afliſted him 


to riſe. My countenance, my perturbation, 
indicated but too dtc age he 1 no- 


thing to dread. | 


Is it poſſible, my friend, to remain 
cold to the proteſtations of one, who can 
D nobly think, and ſo nobly act, as Edward 2 
Vou do not know: him, Julia! If you ſaw, 
him for one moment only---you would 
love him too. His virtues demand my 
reverence: : O,; Julia, I am not deceived: 


His irreſiſtible good-humour, his manners, 


his polite qualifications, his underſtanding, 
every thing he does, or ſays, demonſtrate 
the ſigus of a man of true worth and ho- 


I never ſtood in greater need of your 
friendly counſel, than at this moment. Lou, 
who cannot be miſled by partiality, nor 
blinded: by the tender paſſion, will better 

know 
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know how to cenſure or approve. Write, 


therefore, without delay, to your affectionate 
Clementina. 9 4 4 


Could I purchaſe the conſent of your 
heart! Can you forgive your friend? But 
judge me with rigour, and fashion your 
opinion agreeably to my deſerts. 


May 19, 179. 


LETTER 


e 
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LETTER XIV. 


© EDWARD 70 DORVAL: 


8 
481 


| JOY and ſorrow both com- 
bine to delight and to diſtract me! Ah! 
Dorval, I muſt shortly ſeparate from her 
in whom is centered all my happineſs !— 
. Clementina, the adorable Clementina, has 
accepted of my vows; and, alas! my fa- 
- ther talks of quitting England. | 


Your fortunate Edward muſt, in a 
few days, bid adieu to the gaiety of the 
preſent moment, The ſeparation which I 
dread, will be at leaſt for eight or nine 
months. 


My dear father has not only aſſented 
to my union with Clementina; but has, 
unknown to me, ſpoken to the worthy Mr, 


Bedford 
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Bedford on the ſubject. My friend,” ſaid 
he, it is from our tendereſt years that we 
© have known and have eſteemed each other. 
I have a ſon, in whoſe virtues are placed 
all my hopes. Your daughter poſſeſſes 
every charm that can dignify the ſex, 
© It is my moſt ardent wish to ſee them 
happy. Ves, my friend, I have already 
perceived that hey love each other. My 
Edward I will place in a condition that 
shall enable him to ſupport Clementina 
in that rank to which she is entitled. Vou 
have often told me, that your poſſeſſions 
are conſiderably diminished 3 and I but 
too well know the ſad occaſionofit. u 
are not ignorant of the extent of my for- 
tune: and one half of it shall be the mar- 
© riage portion of Edward. Finally, I long 
for no greater earthly ſatisfaction, than to 
£< paſs the remnant of my days with you, 
jn this enchanting ſolitude. If you coin- 
« cide in my moſt earneſt hopes, our chil- 
_ © dren shall be given to each other, on my 
return.“ 


— 


At 


— * 4 
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; : Alt theſe words, Mr. Bedford dropped 
| tears of complacency. + My friend!” ſaid 
he to my father, you are all generoſity. 
Vou delicately place your own happineſs 
on my acceptance of an offer, which 
-* lays me under the greateſt obligations. 
Can I refuſe you? No! Iacquieſce with 
'© tranſport. But I should have conſidered 
'* myſelf unpardonably cenſurable, if I had 
< preſinmed to make the firft advances; at 
© time when, alas! T am unable to give 
© my Clementina what, a few years ſince, 
© T had deſtined as her fortune. Edward 
-6 wight have formed a more advantageous 
contract; and it was not my duty, while 
© ſuch a poſſibility exiſted, to impede the 
current of his intereſt and his happineſs.” 


> Mat og pond — 0 - a 
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Let us not loſe a moment!” cried 
my father: let us inform our children, 
© that their honourable love shall not be 
< repreſſed by thoſe mean conſiderations, 
© which divide fo many faithful hearts, 
and produce ſuch lamentable conſequen- 
C008. 


Clemen- 
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A\ Clemens ad d Mrs. NMurvifle were, 
at this: Mente, Wing ſwtue of my pic · 


tureſqqde sketehes, Which I Had fubmitted 


to their infpection. But, hearing the ſums 
mons of our fathers from the achoining room, 
we haſtened to attend them, leaving Mrs. 
Murville alené.-—L-Little did 1 imagine that 


Fortune was about to ſmile ſb prophipuſly Y 
ON me. 1101 1% THEIVITR. 1 Oat 


My children, Ar Feilen with a 
benignant countenance, + you are called to 
make a confeſſion, 6f what yer eyes have 
long ſince revealed. That ydu more thai 
eſteem each Uther, is a truth of which 
Lua aſſured. . Theſei werds diffuſed 
a crimſon hue over the checks of Clemen- 
tina; she caſt her charming eyes down- 
wards; reflecting the graces f pute mo- 
deſty. This charmirig attitude, ſo new to 
mei rendered her more lovely than ever in 
my fight; I filentlyworshipped her as a 
divinity! 1 ſtood motionleſs. I could not 
expreſs, by words, the fulneſs of my joy! 
— Do you, then, encourage my fondeſt 
F b bhapes 


63 


« and my fervent Penian., 


——— ——— ä——ä—— — — —— * 
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x be 7, 2 E. at, length, alternately kiſ- 
fog the. bands of theſe ineſtimable parents. 
„ Jos!" anfivered Wey; Mr. Redford, at 
the ſame time, preſenting me with the hand 
of. Clementina. . am not in a condition, 
« my children,” ſaig he, f to make you rich; 
« but, O, Edward l may I liye ſto, ſee you 
_ happy?! .. That.shall, be my n 


5 691 2 


£. 431 We both kneeted, before. aw, in a 
ment of gratitude, ,. But my father aſ⸗- 

Gited us co riſe, the tears trickling down his 
hooks. + Live fbr each Other J ſuid he. 
ripen. J return, the; baly rites _—- 


« begueath you ball e med. — Nei 
ther Clementina, nor myſelf, could: form ex- 


pPreſſiens, calculated to convey our acknow- 


ledgments of this; unbounded geueraſity 
of this ſingular inſtance of parental affec- 
tion. But we demonſtrated every other 
token of that Cuakefulnal * Billed .our 


Neat. | ; A * | i} - 2» 704 . £Þ = % $48 het” N 
: | con 1971 £ — 
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At this period, Mrs. Murville entered 
the room; and I ran to communicate to her 
all that had paſſed. In fine, Dorval, this 
has been themoſt auſpicious day of my whole 
life! Henry, allo, took part in the general 
joy, and warmly ſelicitàted us on our propoſ- 
ed alliance. In the evening, ſome of the 
neighbouring gentry-made us à viſit; when 

Clementina, as uſual, far out-shone the other 
ladies: she played ſeveral ſweet airs on the 
harpſichord, which she accompanied with 
her divinely- muſical voice; 3 and not a few 
were the marks of probation which fol- 
lowed.. 


$1 4 Shi 


Tu ended this 2 orable day f 
{dj g. but your abſence, Dorval, x ren- 
dered it imperſect. ; 
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1 N00 tks up the the pen Wi re- 


rurn yot 10 thanks for the 2 25 de which 
vou manifeſted for my ſafety, on a late! me- 
lancholy event. While I exift, shall ever 
be Tedy/fo ickow1eage your kindneſs on 
that cc affon. But Pardon r me for declaring, 

that it is my wish and my intention, del t to 
Dee you more. I hays reſolved, to, aban- 


„ 


don thoſe pleaſures} in which we too much, 
and too fatally, delighted ; and which now 
from my ſoul deteſt. I have reſolved t to  ſe- 
clude myſelf ; from the gay world ; for the' 
comforts of ſolitude are eminently ſuperior 


to all other. I am in a circle of true 


friends. I am with thoſe who are capable 
of diſcerning genuine honour from the coun- | 
terſeit. I am with thoſe who love vir ue, 

even to enthuſiaſm. 


ATP DS h Lad 
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1 Had my actions been always influen- 
ced by examples ſuch as theſe, never had 
my father, never had my ſiſter; ſuffered fo 
much on my account: never had I owed 
3 to pda one. 


— 7 a as 7 5 . 7 f 


nen n t Sir; an you may hence- 
forward think as I do! This is my ardent 
wisli.— thankfully: return you the gold 
whichyou'lent me at.... and be aſſured 
of my prayers "= your welfare. EN 
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VALCOURT, TO HENRY BEDF ORD.. 
| n 57 i 212 i nil 


% 


; | - * — 
7 2 4 103 2 23 N 1 h 16! it 401 


po © YOUR: foclish epiſſle, Bed- 
ford, 8 a wonderful: eſfect un my rifible 
muſcles! But is it friendly to write thus 
to me? You bluntly return me a paltry 
ſum. which F never conſidered as a debt, 
without ſaying what has befallen you, ſince 
the time that we parted. . You alſo with- 
held your correſpondence. All this, indeed, 
1 had never expected from Bedford! What 
induces you to cut off an intercourſe, pro- 
ductive of ſuch refined delights ? But 
poſſibly you place ſome of your caſual in- 
diſcretions' to my account; and, by avoid- 
ing me, you doubtleſs hope to eſcape all 
future accidents? This is the effect of 
good advice; this is the advantage of ſit- 
ALY at. the elbow * an „ father, 
| | and 


1 


and a demure ſiſter. But, with reſpect to 
the former, do you not know; that when th 
winter of life arrives, all the . ha : 
ſunshine are congealed. VOY Ai 


Vou reſign yourſelf to che inſipidity 


of ſolitude! to what, I confeſs, would 


prove my bane. Theſe ſolemn, monaſtic 


e are indeed n ee 1 


Fas, = 332 8 


—1 will own, „weren aint the eoinitey: 
is not without its attractions, for a few 


hours, or perhaps for a few days, under 
certain reſtrictions. But do you always 


taſte that ſweet variety which a city affords? 


where you can change your friend or your 


miſtreſs, when diſguſted with the one, or 


ſatiated with the other. 


The fair Charlotte has not unaptly 
dubbed you The Crown ! I have read 


her your paſtoral production; at which she 


indulged a hearty laugh, and honoured you 


with the before · mentioned very dignified. 


3 
appellation. 


Truly, 


HEY 
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Truly,“ Owe your military cha- 
one: and you ave yet fiends who vill 
help you to a poſt in the former..: - | 


i shall expect to hear from yo once 
more at leaſt; till when I shall continue 
your name in tlie liſt of my friends; till 
when I shall not conſider you muſty enough. 
to perſevere in your ſtupid reſolution of 
283 the pleaſures of the generous dei- 

In _ * ben ond Tut 
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NO, 'my 3 I blame 
the ei only, not the love, which you 
bear to Edward. I thoſe perfections which 

Fou have remarked in him, are ſolidly 
funded, he is indeed formed to render you 
happy. Your dear father will alſo fd in 
him à worthy ſon; who will add to his fe- 
licityz who will comfort him in his des 
clining years. Beyond every n he 
oy aſſent to our mne 

oy id: 1. 100 igll / E of 
Vour 1 be 3 in imi- 
whe the virtues of Edward: experience 
muſt convince him, that no other line of 
conduct will ſecure eſteem, or guard a- 
gainſt adverſity... I have lamented his 
frighuful lallies of i in :emperance, and its con- 
ſequences 
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ſequences to you and your father, much 
more than I have outwardly expreſſed. 


Now, at length, are your inquietudes re- 


moved. How truly do I share with you 
this happy change! But once more, my 
dear Clementina, let me counſel you to 


render the character of Valcourt deteſtable 


in the eyes of Henry. It may tend to di- 
ſolve their connexion, if it banot already ef. 
faced. I tremble at the bare poſſibility of 


a renewal. of the odious contract! It would 


precipitate your brother inte the gulph of 
perdition: then: would he. be irretrieveably 
undone. That monſter's affected good 
qualities, his ſpecicus generoſity, his crafty 
wit, his conſummate diſſimulation, are nearly 
competent to lead even Virtue herſelf aſtray. 
Alas! your Henry is not the only ſacrifice 
to his villainy. Recommend all this to his 
ſerious attention; conjure him to be watch- 
ful in whatever relates to Valcourt. But 
forgive me, my dear friend: I am directing 
you, on a ſubject, in which your own un- 
derſtanding is infinitely ſuperior to mine, 
My pen was guided, Eowever, by the. . 


ent x} 
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of motives. I pray you to aſſure the happy 
Edward of my friendship andi eſteem; al- 
though I have nat yet the lionour of knowirig 
him. Embrace Mrs. Murville, and your 
dear father, ow 9s; 00 em that af 


; r 4 
May 25, 179. 


IN CONTINUATION, 


SOME-ONE opens the door of my 
apartment! What do I fee? A letter from 
my dear Clementina! I unfold it with hafte! 
——— Heavens! what j joy for my friend, and 
for me.! Lour father, then, conſents to re- 
ward you with Edward! Did not I foretel 
this, you timorous girl? Your letter is 


nearly effaced by my tears: but they are 


the tears of gladneſs, * beyond its 
uſual limits. 


You ask my company for a few days, 


at your houſe? Can Irefuſe your requeſt, 
rr 5” e 


% 
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when it is my wisht6 he always withyou! 
My parents will, very shortly, fetire to 

_ Their country reſidente; and, in the mean 
time, Thave begged my mother's permiſſion 
40 fee and to embrace you. - She has 
freely conſented; and chereſore you may | 
ä 
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LETTER XVII. 
VALCOURT, TO HENRY BEDFORD, 


50 IIIIs is the laſt letter, Bed- 
ford, that I shall write you. But can you 
ſo calmly forget a friend whoſe life was al- 

ways at your command in the hour of _ 

ger * ? en you da my ſetvices? 2 


4 will N you to follow the ies 
tates of your un heart — whether you 
accept a renewal of my friendship, or blot 
me from your memory for ever — But 
firſt vouchſafe me one ſmall favour, one 
feint ſpark of that regard which you uſed 
to profeſs for me. It is, that you will ſee 
me. once more at my hquſe; and accept a 
place at my table, in the company of a few 
ſelect friends; 3 that wWe may, if it muſt be 
ſo, take a perſonal, laſt, farewel. This 
trifle, ſurcly, you cannot retuls. me. I 
wait your anſwer. | 

May 26, 179, . 
G LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 
th | 


> 


HENRY BEDFORD, T0 VALCOURT. 


2» 7 NAY; Sir, 4o not think hin 
my heart is tinctured with ingratitude. 
You have, upon all occaſions, found me 
ſincere; and I am not leſs ſo now. But 
once more I muſt acknowledge, that the 
_ calamity, the ſelf-reproach, that I have 
endured, has inſtructed me to become a 


new man; leſt utter ruin . ſucceed 
the ng | 


Ie is true, I aſh been arvigitibed 
to abandon you, by thoſe whom ridicule can- 
not affect; and not only you, but alſo thoſe 
deſpicable companions by whom you are 
encircled, - And if you place any value on 
my friendship, let me entreat you alſo to 
quit their contaminating ſociety, Drive 

| them, 
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them, with indignation, from your ſight : 
they merit, only, our abhorrence. If you 
ſo reſolve, then shall I not heſitate to own 
you for my friend. : 

I accept your invitation with pleaſure ; 
and will attend you, once more, at your 
houſe. But think on the terms which are 
to unite us in the bouds of future friend- 
ship. 


May 27, I 79 . 
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| DEPART?! Loſe no time, 1 

_ conjure you, Bedford! I impatiently 

expect your arrival, Come, with all poſ- 
ible diſpatch, 
May 28, 179. 
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- LETTER XXI. 


' EDWARD TO DORVAL. 


ALL now is involved in 


profound ſilence 3 all objects appear dead 


to my view. It is already two in the 


morning. T have been to- bed; but my 
troubled imagination compelled me to for- 
fake the downy pillow ; and it is at this 
moment, that my dejected ſoul ſeeks for 
conſolation | in the boſom oF Friendhip.” * 

Ah! Dorval, we shall depart . 
hence in two days! Clementina is indiſ- 
poſed and I fear that our projected jour-' 
ney is the fad occaſion of it. God grant 
therefore, that her illneſs may notincreaſi:! 
—Alas! Tcould not exiſt without this ador- 
able girl. I. call to memory a thouſand 


occurrences, that add to my torment. 1 
e G 3 tremble 


ba 


ay, 
—— ́ — . I 
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tremble at a ſeparation, that, perhaps, nei- 

ther of us are fortified to encounter. Do 

not wonder, Dorval, when I tell you that 

my - intellects are deranged !------Heaven ! 
charming Clementina, muſt I then leave 

you= probably for ever! Never ſee you 
more, whoſe ſmile is Paradiſe. But my 
heart, that is occupied in loving you, and 
that meets your fond return, will never di- 

minish abt till hs aaa Ceales.; 1; 

Ah! my fond; I FIR Berben 
mophatic ideas, that , diſtract me- an 
undefipable, ſométhing, that produces a 
painful effect without a viſible: cauſe. I 
tremble for evils; and yet am unable to, 
divine from whence ny will ariſe, 


2111 11 


NS 6180 Lech Fay 1 
T Poflibiy this is the laſt time. chat] chalt 
writo to. you. from this agreeable. manſion. | 
We Shall travel. expeditiouſly.; "WP and when 
In reach London, vou shall hear again from 
him who will never ceaſe to eſteem, V0. 


Mutteolf & yoann 1 29, 3 
[ eSUMLIF1Q2 FEE. 23 FS {© 
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- ELEMENTINA TO JULIA... 
AH! my Julia 0 a = 

of anxiety is now about to cloſe! The 
hour at laſt arrived, that deſtined the no- 
ble-minded Edward to quit this abode. He 
is gone! And I did not pronounce.the laſt 
Farewel! It would have coſt me too much. 
My pillow affording me no comfort, and 
being, withal, indiſpoſed, I aroſe this morn. 


ing before day-break; when, early as it 


was, I perceived that the ſervants of our 
worthy _ gueſts were already in motion. 


Preſently I obſerved my father and the 
Elder Mr. ***?, walking in the garden, in 
very earneſt diſcourſe. I delayed not a, 


moment, but ran to join them; when, hea- 
vens ! how great was my ſurpriſe, at find- 
ig on the. young Edward was gone, 

Accompa- 
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26 -CLEMENTINA BEDFORD. | 
accompanied only by his valet ! His father 
approached me, holding in his hand a letter, 
and a miniature portrait of my Edward. 
My ſon,* ſaid he, © has ſet off a few 
© hours before me; and it was at my in- 
© ſtance. .1 feared that a ſeparation, any other 
© way, might have given you both unne- 
* ceſſary anguisch. This letter, and this 
portrait, I have the ſatisfaction to deliver 

you.“ So ſaying, he tenderly embrace 


Alas! my Julia! I could not conceal 
the emotion which invaded my boſom at 
this unexpected intelligence. I returned 
the ardour of the good old man. I preſſed 
| him to my breaſt in unutterable agouy. 


.. . Breakfaſt being ready, they led me---" 
for I ſcarcely knew how to walk---into the 
ſaloon. Every object that now met my 
diſordered fancy, ſeemed to aſſume another 
form. Every thing was loſt; I was loſt to 
myſelf. - At length, from my inundated heart 


n eee to my eyes; and a few drops. ; 
5 5 preſently 


CLEMENTINA BEDFORD; 87 
preſently terminated in a flood of tears. 
Ms. Murville, both our fathers, every one, 
caught the ſythpathetic infection; uchile I, 
a thouſand times, kiſſed the invaluable gem 

we 1 Ln Ln e n 

Sher an moment 8 that 
wil to ſever us from our remaining friend. 
I preſented him with my portrait, requeſt- 
ing chat he would give it to Edward. 1 
had reſerved that pleaſure for myſelf; but 
his affectionate precaution wholly fruſtrated 
muy purpoſe. The good man took a tender 
leave of us; and then departed, to our ge- 
neral regret. 7 

Left thus to ourſelves, a gloomy fi- 
lence enſued; every-one mourned the ab- 
ſence of theſe worthy men. 


But, my dear Julia, this is not the 
only affliction that hangs heavy on my 
mind. Your Clementina has weightier an- 
guish in her boſom. My brother, yeſter- 
day, ſet out for the reſidence of Valcourt ! 


68 CLEMENTINA BEDFORD. 


That monſter has again enſnared him. 
Henry, O heaven! has renewed the ha- 
ted intimacy ; from which will reſult the 
moſt terrific conſequences. 
| hy 
Oh! can my dear father, can J, ever 
more taſte terrene happineſs ! Lament 
with, comfort, your Clementina! Her 
ſoul is pierced: and what shall adminiſter 
to the wound? Come to me, on the 
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CLEMENTINA BEDFORD. 9 
LETTER XLII. 


HENRY BEDFORD, TO VALCOURT. | 


_=_— 


I Muft again thank you, my 
friend, for the agreeable converſe which 
you have furnished me. I confeſs, that 
Emilia is a charming, yes, a divine girl; 
and, in good truth, she has captivated my 
heart. A year or two hence, and her bud- 
ding beauties will attain perfection. / 


How gracious, how pleaſing, is her 
manner ! with what vividneſs does she diſ- 
courſe ! What delectation will crown my 
hopes, should I be fortunate.enough to ex- 
cite her partiality! I am diſtractedly im- 
patient. Let three days mull I wait, ere 
J can ſee her again! 1 will---yes, I will 
then---impart to her my love. But think 
not, Valcourt, that I harbour any deſigns on 
that 


„ cer EDT. 


that young lady, which are repugnant 
to honour. No! my misfortunes have 
taught me wiſdom :- they have convinced 
me, that true pleaſure is unconnected with 

licentiouſneſs. I have acted unworthily 3 
I have:-purſued meaſures which? were'de · 
rogatory to juſtice. Do not heſitate, Val- 
court, to copy my example: nor forget the 
promiſe” you” have made me. Let our 
friendship continue: on the baſis which re- 
news it. ' Henceforth; let honourable pur- 
ſuits: luce to r jth a PL ont mod . 
ene 80 
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Vou have Ion g known the Baron ] , 
you are connected with him by the ties of 
blood. Should he narrowly enquire into 
our general character, and, as I forebode, 

change his conduct towards us; particu- 
larly for the ſake of his lovely daughter; 
fill muſt I approve his parental circum- 
ſpection. Let us, tlierefore, at once be- 
come new beings; and when we have thus! 
ſecured the Baton's eſteem!” ſuſpicion nor 
FE" willariſe in his boſom, : -We Shall 


CLEMENTINA BEDFORD. or 


be univerſally countenanced by men of ho- 
nour and rank; and the future will obliter- 
ate the paſt Shew, for once, Valcourt, 


that you can govern your paſſions; re- 


ſtrain, keep them in ſubjection. If recti- 
tude be the object, true felicity will be 
the end. 


leſs, that I am aſſuming an office which by 
no means ſuits my character. However, 


unlike ſome of more gravity, I do not offer 


you precept without example. And, if 1 
am more earneſt than becomes me, impute 


it to my W t for your welfare. » 4 
| 7 une 3; I 79. 


But pardon me: you will fay, doubt- 
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LETTER XXV. 


VALCOURT, TO CHARLOTTE. 


WELL, now, my alluring 
Charlotte, did I not tell you that I would 
attach Bedford again to my intereſt? Thus 
am Ialways ſucceſsſul. He was abſolutely 
neceſſary to our ſchemes. His great pro- 
penſity to play, will keep him with us; 
and a certain dexterity which he has ac- 
quired, is ſometimes highly beneficial to 
our purſes. Fear not, my bewitching Char- 
lotte! In a few days, he shall pay you 
Op 4 | | 


Farewel, my eke friend! This | 
evening I shall enjoy the happineſs of mal 
ing my court to ng 5 ; 5 


June 4 179. 


LETTER | 
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LETTER XXV. 
VALCOURT, TO HENRY BEDFORD. | 


I Muſt confeſs „ my friend, 
that your letter has ſenſibly affected me. 
I am now inſpired with new ſentiments, 
It is but lately that I have learnt, to de- 
' ſpiſe, yea, that J have ſeen the folly of, our 
former purſuits, and the turpitude of our 
gay aſſociates: and I am convinced that we 
shall obtain a greater portion of rational re · 
ereation without them. 

I perfectly coincide with the advice 
which you have offered: in future, we will 
ſeek, only, the company of worthy and ho- 
nourable men, 


The hoſpitality ad converſation of 
the Baron, and his amiable family, will 
5 afford 
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© LETTER Xx. 


VALCOURT, TO CHARLOTTE. 


— 


* 7 


WELL, now, my alluring 
Charlotte, did I not tell you that I would 
attach Bedford again to my intereſt? Thus 
am Ialways ſucceſsful. He was abſolutely 
neceſſary to our ſchemes. His.great pro- 
penſity to play, will keep him with us; 
and a certain dexterity which he has ac- 
quired, is ſometimes highly beneficial to 
our purſes. Fear not, my bewitching Char- 
lotte! In a few days, he shall pay you 
homage. | | 


Farewel, my ſweet friend! This 
evening I shall enjoy the happineſs of mak- 
ing my court to mo 


June 4, 179. 


LETTER 
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LETTER Xxv. 


p ; 


VAECOURT, TO HENRY BEDFORD. 


I Muſt confeſs „ my friend, 
that your letter has ſenſibly affected me. 
I am now inſpired with new ſentiments, 


It is but lately that I have learnt, to de- 
' ſpiſe, yea, that J have ſeen the folly of, our 
former purſuits, and the turpitude of our 


gay aſſociates: and I am convinced that we 


Shall obtain a greater portion of rational re- 
creation without them, | 


I perfectly coincide with the advice 


which you have offered: in future, we will 


ſeck, only, the company of worthy and ho- 
nourable men, 


The hoſpitality and converſation of 
the Baron, and his amiable family,, will 


H 2 afford 


afford us an abundance of harmleſs amuſe- 
ment. 


I warmly felicitate you on the choice 
vou have made. Emilia is indeed a capti- 
vating girl. Strive to win her affections. 
Her fortune is conſiderable; with her you 
will be affluent and happy. 


To- morrow evening her father gives 


a ball. I chall expect to meet you there: 
till when, adieu! es = 


une 4, 779. 


CclEMEN TNA BEDFORD. 95 


LETTER XXVI. 
JULIA, TO HER MOTHER. 


| _ FORGIVE ine, dear mamma, 
for not ſooner acquainting you with my 


fate arrival here. How am I afflicted, on 


the one fide, at being ſeparated from you, 
though but for a few days; from you, 
whom I delight to ſee, to converſe with, 
and to reverence! On the other, wha: a 
. pleaſure is it to be with, and to attend, my 
. Clementina! She is at preſent unwell; 
and her phyſician has conftrained her to 
take as much repcſe as poſſible. Her ſas 
ther is low in ſpirit, on her account; but 
L truſt that her illneſs will be of short dur- 


ation. 


Henry has deviated from the good 
reſolutions which he had formed. He was 
| II 3 yelter- 
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yeſterday, in the company of Valcourt, at 


@ ball given by the Baron. , in com- 


memoration of the birth-day of his daughter 
Emilia. Should he have the good fortune 
to preſerve his intimacy with this truly re- 
ſpectable family, all will go well. Val- 


court, however, has contrived to win him 


over; and him it was who introduced him. 
to the Baron, to whom he' is diſtantly re- 
lated. I tremble, nevertheleſs, at this ir- 
reſolute conduct of Henry: for Valcourt is 
a wi: 223% man. My moſt. ardent wishes 

are, that the fears excited on. this occaſion, 
may prove illuſory. 


I hope that my een as: 


agreeably ſituated, as I am. Receive the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of friendship and higli 


eſteem from every- one here; but, above all, 
accept the love of your Julia; whoſe hap- 


pineis will be increaſed when she hears 


Tom you. 


June 6; 179. 


LETTER 


= 
CLEMENTINA BEDFORD, = 97 


| / LETTER XXVII. 


HENRY BEDFORD, TO VALCOURT. 


ALL is ended! all is loſt! 5 


—— unleſs you aſliſt me. 


Cruel, 8 deſtiny! will you 


always impede my meaſures, croſs my un- 


dertakings, and extinguish my hopes? Am 


I eternally to be your ſport? 


I had imparted my love to Emilia; 
and she ſeemed not wholly to reject my 
ſuit. This encouraged me to ſend her a 


letter: and this curſed letter it is, that has | 


plunged me into the profound abyſs of de- 
| ſpair! But my ſenſes are confuſed. See, 
read yourſelf, what I this morning received 


from the Baron.. Mark the waywardneſs 


of Fortune! If she, one moment, favours 
me, it is, the next, to deſtroy my hopes. 


3 


% 
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c SIR, | 
© I See, with the utmoſt 


_ aftor ishment, through medium of the let - 
© ter which you have written to my daugh- 


. © ter, that you aſpire to the honour of her 


hand! But do you, can you, flatter your- 
6 ſelf that I shall ſuffer it? Your letter was 
delivered to me, and not to her for whom 
* it was intended. Pardon me, for admitting 


you into my family before I was conſcious 


* of your character. It is, however, ſome 
comfort to me. And I now forbid an in- 


© timacy that can produce nothing but un- 


* catineſs.. 


i” 6 K 


Valcourt, can my proud ſpirit brook 
ſuch an injury as this, without reforting to 
the moſt pointed vengeance ? Did I har- 


dour any thoughts, which were derogatory 
do the honour of Emilia, or the peace of 


e 


8 
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her family? TI feel a paſſion for her, which 
words cannot make known; and which ins 
creaſes, in ſpite of every obſtacle. She 
muſt, she shall, be mine, or I will ceaſe to 
| breathe. The tendereſt conduct to Emilia, 
the moſt exemplary demeanour, shall shew 
her father the abſurdity of imbibing the 
haſty cenſures of the world. 


[tis now, it is now, that you muſt 
aſſiſt me with all the zeal of friendship. I 
am diſtracted! I approach to deſperation! 


I doubt not, for a moment, but that, 
ere now, you have been honoured, by the 


purport. Expect me early to-morrow. 


June 6, 379. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


*  VALCOURT, TO HENRY BEDFORD. | 


FOLLOW the advice which 


T have given you, Bedford. Carry Emi- 


lia off by force! But, inſtead of adopting 
the ſtale mode of flying, poſt-haſte, from 


thoſe who will doubtleſs purſue, and pro- 


bably overtake you, provide a diſguiſe for 


Chaiſe a 


yourſelf,” and Emilia: leave your 


Maurice, -who is in my intereft, you will 
find a ſafe retreat for a few weeks. It 
will afford you an opportunity of convine- 


ing Emilia of your honourable intentions; 


few miles before it reaches the firſt ſtage, 
and walk the bye-road to the little village 
of C..., where, with the good Widow 


— 


aud when her family have given over their 
reſearches, you can then take your mea- 
ſu ures without fear, and act according to ex- 
Dee» dung 


* 
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iſting circumſtances. If the Baron js not 
to be ſoftened, of which I shall take care 


to inform you, no obſtacle will then im- 


pede your flight. 


I have already hit on a ſtratagem. 


You know La Bruaire. my old French va» 


let. He is no inthe ſervice of the Baron; 
and is villain enough to undertake any 


thing, when properly employed. Leave 


all to my management. I shall acquaint 
you with the reſult, at the proper ſeaſon. 


Js 8, 179. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXIX. 


© TT was not without experiencing the 
Heavieſt anguish, that I left you, my dear 
friend, before you had perfectly recovered 
your health. May it ſo happen, that we 
meet again, never more to be ſeparated ! 
How 3 would the hours * | 


Iti is my fervent hope, that, ere this, | 
you have had leſs reaſon to be apprehen- 
five on your brother's account. Like you, 
I own that I feel the moſt lively appre- 
henſions, in conſequence of his renewed 
intimacy with Valcourt. Yet, poſlibly, 
has he ſecn enough of the miſchiefs that 
reſult ſrom a. diſſolute life, to. warn him 
againſt new exceſſes. While they fre- 
quent the Baron's houſe, I ſee no ſerious 
MES | | cauſe 
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cauſe ſor alarm. Valcourt is related to 
the Baron; and will, I should imagine, fa- 
sbion his behaviour to his company. Had 
he oftener viſited at that houſe, it is likely 
that he would have found leſs reaſon to 
deteſt him 6 


Let your brother follow the ſu g- 


geſtions of his own heart: your ſupplica- 


tions, your tears, believe me, will nothing 
avail. God grant that my wishes may be 
realiſed: Thut Henry may preſerve his ac- 
quaintance, with this noble family; with- 
out forgetting to shun the ſeducing ſnares 
of che faithlefs Valcourt! ret 
WE more, my EPR. friend, 1 me 
entreat you to be tranquilliſed: at leaſt, 
do not . loſe, that fortitude, which you al- 
ways, poſſeſſed in the hour of adverſity. 
This is the requeſt of your Julia; and you 
muſt not diſobey her. Tell your dear 
father, that I continue to honcur him, as 
much as ever. 


June 13 35 179. 
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LETTER XXX. 


EDWARD, TO CLEMENTINA: _ 


* 


& oy what a n in what 
4 hateful noiſe, am I now ſituated !——Alas1 
- ge Clementina, how terrifie is the ſpace 
that is now between us! By what a diſ- 
_ "tance am I ſeparated from you! We 
© reached London two days ago: but, to me, 
this great city is already inſipid. How 
tranſcendently ſuperior are the pleaſures of 
15 8 rural e and its ä 


Laft x night, 1 erben my Father | 
to the Haymarket Theatre; and we 

were agreeably amuſed. But there was 
{till ſomething wanting: without the pre- 

| ſence of Clementina, the delights, even of 
the drama, were imperfect. Secluſion at- 
Fords me the — comfort: for there, 
A every 
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ond ſurrounding object brings you nearer 


to my view: I fondly imagine, that you, 
are preſent; ; but the phantom quickly va- | 


nishes, and I ſtand, as at firſt, my. eyes 
never changing their poſition, till I am im- 


merſed in the depth of meditation. Sorrow 


at length, overpowers my heart; - and I'giv © 
vent to it, even in the preſence of my fa- 
ther. — fear that I am not ſufficiently for- 


| tified to withſtand this ſeparation: - heavens! | 


a ſeparation that is to continue eight or nine 
months, at leaſt. It is an age! an eternity ! 


"Ion e bow — will your: 
Edward conſider himſelf, when he holds 
you for ever in his arms |——But why do 


complain? Am! not already in poſſeſſion 


of your heart? Is not the invaluable por- 
trait which I hold in my hand, a memento 


of your eſteem? With what confluxibi- 


tiry of. tranſport did I receive it from my 
father! It is a treaſure, my dear Clemen- 
tina, that will alleviate the diſtreſſes which 
abſence cannot fail to occaſion. 


4 


Fs. 5 Shall 
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Spalt I confeſs, chat when I departed 
from your houſe, fothing could exceed the 
bitterneſs of my grief. I went early away 
to avoid che laſt painful' Adieu! and then 


did T iniſs Your dear miniature. It Would 


have mitigated my ich, and have : >of 


Jorbed =y tears. 


ws 5 T7” $1"; 7 4 * 11 { J 1 07 Tit" oY | 


Was it poſſible" to puede for- 
mal leave of her, whoſe Worth, to me, is 


not within the reachof computation? 2 No! 


certainly I had ſünk under the attempt. 
Can the angelic Clementina forgive me 2 
Ves! che is all clemeney; auc weill not forget 


that she a0 mighr Have been ae li6a. — 


For 'this reaſon; 1 4ttady preſtnne on the 


Probability of Pardon. In this point of | 


view it is but a venial offence.I rode no 
farther than to the firſt village from your 
houſe, where T waited” for my father, and 
from Whence”\ we e the miencBoTy 
A SOON? | 
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We both join, in r eh g you to 
aſſure your father of our deep ſenſe of his 
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goodneſs; and, in particular, convey to 


him my earneſt ackriowledgments, for all 


his altoctionate attentions. | 


will x you permit me to enquire, my 
dear Clementina, if your brother remains 


ſtedfaſt in thoſe praiſe-worthy reſolutions 
| which he had formed? If he yet merits 


your love? Receive the moſt ſacred aſ- 


ſurance of my reverence; and vouchſafè 


me your permiſſion to write often to you. 
It will afford me the higheſt conſolation 
that { can yet expect. 


June 16, 179. 
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VALCOURT, 10 HENRY. BEDFORD. ; 


5871410100 * +4 104 -S1IRT} 21 111 7 1278 $4 
Sir e it. 11 - Sham? PPT Or litt 


: hana Nas büro the moment that 
you receiye\this.; N Now is, the time to put 
your inten ions into execution. 


I impa- 
tiently expect JON. 


$ « -» " 
1 144. + 4 * - / 
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P. S. Read the wloning letter from 

La Bruaire. 

LA BRUAIRE, TO VALCOURT. 
Incloſed in the preceding, 


Forgive me, Sir, for not ſend- 


ing you before the hint which you. deſired. 
The ſcheme I mentioned in my letter of 


e | ä 
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yeſterday, I dare not undertale. You, do 
me the honour to leave all to my manage- 
ment. Welli then, you know the crafty 
La Bruaire; you know how he can caper 
at the chink of: gold. But, Sir, you alſo 
know my maſter. I should have. much to 
fear from him, if he ſuſpected that I had 
the impudence to betray him. This thouglit 
has coſt me ſome trouble. However, I am 
now very ſtrong in his favour; and I am 
not a little pleaſed at it, becauſe he will ſu- 
ſpe& me the lets. 


Now am I got above all difficulties. 
My maſter himſelf is good enough to aſſiſt 
in the plot. This morning he ſet off, in 
the company of his lady, for T.. .. n, and 
they willnot return theſe eight days. Emi- 
lia, to our good luck, is left behind, in the 
care of her gouvernante, whom I can eaſily 1 
outwit. The old dame is at preſent torment- . i 
ed with a cold. Thus shall I have a fine | 
opportunity of placing my young lady in 
the hands of Squire Bedford. I have al- 
| "RU pad two of the ſervants to my 
| (ATPELE fide, 


h L. 
OS An 0 


So that you may depend on the good ſucceſs: 
of the enterpriſe. I shall inform you 
when she takes the next airing; and shall - 
not fail to give you all other | 
Fermion. n 
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cLEMENTIN A, TO EDWARD. 


„De ing 30 ener i i 
0 vou then eſteem me fo. 
e Edward me, who live only 
for you as not cheerfully to grant. you un- 
fimited permiſſion to write to me. Ah! 
the tears that bedew this paper,, ſufficiently 
indicate the share which I take! in AE 


e has „ Yorſiken this Lilitary: 
4 with you, every-thing is vanished! 
The bending trees, the warbling ſongſters 
that perch on their tops, all —_ to join 
me © in nn your abſen ce. 


1 * 7 
: 2 — 113} 4 at OY 51 45 2 1 N 1 1 Vas 


The good Mrs. Murville departed vas: 
bende yeſterday. The indifpoſition which 
I felt before your departure, increaſed after - 

05 wards; 


a 
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wards 3 and I was confined to my room for 
a few days: during which time I was 
ſoothed and comforted by the compaſſionate | 
Julia, who would not leave me, till my re- 
covery was apparent. How anr I indebted 
to this amiable girl! 
When I retrace our pedeſtrial excur- 
ſions, and diſcover, in the ſoft earth, the 
footſteps imprinted there, as we together 
wandered, then ſwells my tender heart with 
ſorrow. When I communicated to you its / 


ſmart, on every former - occaſion, of What 


a painful burden 'was:I-eaſed-1-—You, alſo, 
reſorted to the like expedient ;z:andconfided. 
to me your cares and your inquietudes. 
Then did we enjoy the moſt perfect fatis- 
faction, that true e * W 
mow n „ & on 
But, 3 Edward, I fn 8 ng 
deſtiny will never ceaſe to purſue me with 
implacable rigour. . You ask me if my bro- 
ther continues to merit my regard? Oh, 
that I could ſay, He does! But, on the 
79185 contrary» 
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contrary, his looſe conduct augurs: the un- 
* happieſt conſequences. For ſome days paſt, 
I have ſcarcely ſeen him: no, the wicked 
Valcourt has entrapped him in his ſnares. 
Can I otherwilſe than lament his ruin? He 
is my brother; and I muſt deplore his folly. 
My father will be conſtrained- however 
it may wound his feelings to adopt ſome 
deciſive mode of curbing his profligacy; 
before shame and ditgrace cloſe the ' fcene. 
— Ah! Edward, the pen fell from my 
hand, for a few moments----Henry will be 
diſgraced in the eyes of every-one, who 
has the ſmalleſt knowledge of his family, 
or his vices. Melancholy will mark my 
dear father for her own. - Ah, heaven! 
how little deſerves this ſon the love of ſuch 
a father! the one all goodneſs; the other, 
all ingratitude. Often do I obſerve the 
tears rolling down his aged cheeks : and 
I ſee them with emotion | 


Heaven! can it be poſſible, that my 


brother---who is able to diſtinguish virtue j 
from its oppolite---is not to be moved by 4 


. — * „ 
47 * 
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the prayers, nor the entreaties, ofia/ grey- 


Hhaixed parent, t6 leave the ſociety of one 


profligate monſter! Let me for a moment 


.- ſuppoſeſhim united to Valcourt by the bonds 


2 of real honour: Ought the friend to be 


preferred for ever preferred to the father, 
ho has preſerved his liſe; who has waſted 


his property, to shield him from the horrors 


of confinement;? -who-+--But let me ſtop ! 

my blood runs cold while: I coritemplate ; 
\ theproſpect ** 5 andy. hopes Fe. 

od Hive ite 3+ BORE YE bots cd 

I do not blame, the kind precaution 

vhich you took on your departure. No, 

it was a ſignal mark of your affection. 
Rely ee on * getan f of —_ Cle- 
mentina. It i Uh 
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LETTER XXIII. 


EDWARD T0 DORYAL. .. 


WE are at aft, Dorval, 
fafely arrived i in London: but I am already 
diſpuſted with it. Indeed, had I never ſeen 
the adorable Miſs Bedford, this fine city 
might have afforded me a large portion of 
amuſement, But, alas ! fo very diſtan.ly 
removed, as I am, from her, whom I fo 
highly value, and ardently admire, what _ 


is adequate to fillup the chaſm! I lament 


my ſeparation from her; and from you, who 
know ſo well how to ſoothe the anguish 


of a friend. 


Henry Bedford has again reſorted to 
his former abandoned courſes, I therefore 
pray you to make every poſſible enquiry 


reſpecting him; and if you hear. or ſuſpect, 
ö that 


% 


— 
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that heis about to undertake any-thing, le- 


pugnant to reaſon or juſtice, and that would 


affect his worthy family, let me entreat 
you to give timely intimation thereof to 


his father, who will be thankful for your 


kind ſolicitude. Your laſt letter informed 
me, that you intend to ſtay at Bath yet 
ſeveral weeks; and this being the focus of 
Valcourt's iniquity, you will not find it 
Ault to obtain the deſired information. 


e I ES a. leider from! my 
bs Clementina. She appriſed me of 
her. brother's fatal relapſe, and has the 
moſt lively apprehenſions for the iſſue. 
L alſo, cannot diveſt myſelf. of dread on this 
occaſion. It is continually before my eyes. 
But heaven grant that we may be agree- 
ably deceived! I muſt break off; I can 
think no more on the ſubject. Write as 
often to YOU friend as. poſſible. .., 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
CLEMENTINA; TO MRS. MURVILLE. 


LOSE no time, Madam, 
if you would comfort my poor father. 
O heaven! he is no more himſelf-----The 
pen falls ROW my hand . . . . 


une 28, 179. 
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LETTER XXXV. 


PORVAL, TO MRS. MURVILLE. 


"B; 


TT is with concern, Madam, 
that I communicate an occurrence which 
will agonie my feelings, as I proceed. 
I take. the liberty of writing to you, 
that the unhappy event may be gradually 
made known to the worthy Mr, Bedford; 
for, if told without great precaution, it 
might prove highly injurious to his health, 
in its preſent fate. 1 

Henry Bedford, Lear, will never leave 
his vicious purſuits, nor the inluman Val - 
court, till utter ruin overtake him, Veſ- 
terday I accidentally paid a viſit to the 
Baron *, who has a ſeat in the vicinity 
of this city. But how great was my 
ſurpriſe, at finding the whole family 
$3 WIE "IF | in 
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in a general ſtate of ſadneſs and confuſion? 2Þ 
The Baron was frantic, and ſwelling with 
rage towards the young Bedford. "Taking | 
a journey, lately, on ſome buſineſs reſpect- 
ing his eſtates, his datighrer' Emilia was un- 
: fortunately, and to her utter deſtruction, - 
left behind — For, alas! Emilia, in the 
mean time, was Ty WEI off Fby Henry i 
Bedford! IS e } 


This, Madam, is the outline of that 
atrocious tranſaction to which I alluded. 
The Baron is related to that reptile Val- 
court and this worthy man, unconicious 
Of. his flagitious purſuits, or, at lealt- igno- 9 
rant Of their extent, at all times received 
bim in 2 moſt affable manner, ---- Valeourt-* 
it was who introduced I enry Bedford to q 
the- family 5 Henry; jnconſiderately, ac” : | 
dreſſed Emilia in the language of loc; 
without the knowledge or approb ation of 
her parents. An accident, how EVer, dey e 


loped this growing ran + - ang, in con. | | i 
vifed 11 the character 8 of both LG Young 8 i } 


_ K 3 men- j 
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men: but his enquiries proving wholly in 
their dis favour, he n and * 
them his use. 8 . ens bt 
| ; 
"Idle ing 95 repulſed, gave way 
to this natural impetuoſity of temper, and 
reſolved to employ: force where artifice had - 
failed. Valcourt, accuſtomed to glory in 
nefarious ſchemes, pretended that the Ba- 
ron's behaviour towards him, likewiſe de- 
manded revenge. This abandoned liber- 
tine never, perhaps, once reflected on the 
neinous guilt of betraying, a relation, to 
whom he owed the greateſt obligations. 
He fixed on a valet, who had formerly 
lived with him, but who was now, in the 
ſervice of the Baron, to conduct and bring 
his diabolical plan to perfection: he knew, 
but too well, that this W lain Was ae to 


Emilia was s accuſtomed to ule an alr- 
ing, every afternoon, when the weather 
permitted, in the company of her gouver- 
| mate: but at this BF it happened. that bas 

She 


| 
— , 
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she was greatly indiſpoſed, and therefore 
could not attend her young lady. Twice 
Emilia went out, after the departure of her 
parents, and returned ſaſe: but, alas! the 
thired time completed her run! 


| The manly and handſome uk of | 
Henry Bedford, added to Emilia's youth 
and inexperience, had probably created in 


her tender heart a 'partiality in his favour : 


for I do not hear that she was much alarm 


ed when he commanded her coachman to 
ſtop, or that she made any objection to go 
into the chaiſe which he had provided to 
carry her off. However, it muſt, on the 
other hand, be conſidered, that the ſervants 
were bribed, and that they would ſay any 


_ thing to skreen themſelves, and their em- 


. 


It is not yet known, to what part of 
the world they are fled. Emilia's father 
is highly exaſperated 3 and will not reſt till 
he has punished the authors of this diſ- 
hi 8 He has diſpatched meſ- 
7 14 | ſengers 


4 * 
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ſengers in all directions, with orders to 
take both Emilia and Bedford into Cloſe 
um" if * en n th 
3 Madam, de 8 intimate con. 
nexion which ſubſiſts be ween my friend 
and Clementina: and ſorry am Ito thinx 
that this tranlaction ſo nearly affects their 


happineſs.” However, my endeavours slial! g 
not be: wanting. should an opportunity 
| ores toi dera __ — DTT 
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LETTER XXXVI. 5 
CLEMENTINA, T0 EDWARD. 


ED. READ che incloſed letter 
from your friend I am unable to write 
more on the ſubject father, O hea- 
ven ! is not well. - Ah! dear Ed- | 
ward, were you here-- Perhaps you mi ight 
calm the tempeſt, which is about to over- 
whelm me. | 


* 1 


lune 29, 179. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 
| EDWARD, TO"CLEMENTINA. - 


dars, then, dear Cle- 
wenting, are at length | realifed. "Dorval 


has informed me of all: and grievouſly does 
_ it affe@ both me and my father. But 1 


beſech you to be comforted; 3 for your 
own ſake, for mine, and for that of you? 
dear father. It is a duty incumbent on 


vou; it is a debt that you muſt pay to that 
venerable parent. He will think it ſuffi- 


cient to live for you. Deprived of your 
dutiful attentions, what would become of 
him? Who could meaſure. his grief, if 
he loſt you? Loſt you! Heavens! what 
a horrible ſuggeſtion! _ Certainly, it would 
precipitate his diffolution.-----What, too, 
would become of your faithful Edward! 
TT _ I tremble- at the ghaſtly pro- 
ſpect! 


* 


as 
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| ſpect! I cannot purſue the ingrateful 7 
f „ | - bt 
| ideaz my eyes overflow from the bitter | | 
| | abundance of my heart. | 


I take the liberty of incloſing a letter 
from my father. Vet, this, once, let me 
entreat you, my Clementina, to ſummon 
all your fortitude; and, in the midſt of 


that anxiety which you cannot wholly ; 

ſuppreſs, N nn on the e 

Edward. 1 nl q | 

19379 n 75 10 | 
_ July 4 179. ire [ 


- - 
5 'I 
F 
i { 
12 of * p f 
wat. 141 4 2 
% — Ft ſ 
+ , 
% 
5 7 * 
o a - * ws i; 4 
4 * 
* : ; ” 
* 
4 „ 1 5 | 
| 
* ＋ . : 
# ii. « 1 1 : 
* 5 
dt .. . 
1 ; 0 ? 
4 1 
LETTER 


126 CLEMENTINA- BEDFORD, 


18 "IT" po 7 8 & A 2 , 5 * 1 


uren 1 we "34 
F «rf + 5 * by. — 


LETTER XXX VIII. 
90 993% ban ro DORVALL 5 
Denttertut c re 
3» ent n 1 
uke AH! 1 my friend, tc to hes mi- 
fory: was I born! At this inauſpicious 
moment Iam encompaſſed by deſpair... My 
heart was not formed to encounter ſuch. 
chilling viciſſitudes; to bear what is de- 
ſtined to try its ſtrength. In vain I ſtrive 
to reſiſt the torrent 3 my ſenſcs wander, and 
I loſe my fortitude. 


X. 


30 God! n has the unhappy Mr. 
Bedford to expect from his brutal ſon ! 
I fear for the anger of the Baron *; 
who will moſt aſſuredly revenge the wrongs 
of his Emilia, in a moſt ſignal manner. I 
foreſee the moſt lamentable conſequences. 
Your interceſſion will nothing avail. You 
are but tco conſcious of that nobleman's 

"_ | ſeverity 


CLEMBNTINA "BEDFORD: a 


ſeverity of virtue. In a few days I Shall 

leave this place, and endeavour to ſolace 
* my hapleſs, Clementina and M ſuffering 
father. 


VDod grant if it be for the boſt, at 
the fugitives may not be diſcovered! But, 
alas! what, on the other hand, will be their 
fate? The have hot the means of living 
in a foreign country. Do not heſitate to 
inform merof all that you hear; far 1 ex- 
pect the Worſt. i Beſides, a Short dime will 

Jive publicity o Whatever. may oer, 


Farewel, my friend; I muſt conclude. 


i 


„ 8 FN July 55 179. 


— 


- 


hone L LETTER 


3 f 
/ 
1 
I: 
* 
| 
1 


| | 


7 Ian 3111717 39 wit N 
* 0 11 44. 923 7+ 4d : Fr. y - Xo 2 


2 waicouRT, To HENRY' BEDFORD. 
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1 ane r 
1 | ther has diſcovered" the place of your re- 

wet. © You did not properly manage with 
0 | | the coachman. In * . of heaven, 
3 fly. Ws Run e bin n ee 
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A yd | of Als eie pit zovii tia; 

and THE tragedy" is cloſed! the 
dro are ee 1A Alb is done l. Our fa- 
mily is dishonoured; it- is ſurrounded by 
obloquy. Deſpair inhabits our minds. 
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Read the following letter, Fa 
benden our wnparaliced alen. 
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DORVAL, TO MR. MUR VILLE. 
ia Hare 

LOSE no time, Sir; but 
depart when you receive this: your pre- 
ſence. is negeſſary here. r-: Alas! I am 
fo deeply affected, that ãt: is with difficulty 
I guide my pen. Emilia, the unfortunate 
Emilia, lives no more! She is, by the 
Hand of the young Bedford; (deſtroyed !--- 
My blood runs eold in my veins; as. Ire. 


wace this woeful diſaſter - 


LM di aegqhet  opuropoldo 
The Baron having diſcovered the re- 
eat; of thaſe ill: fated loverg.--For It was 
apparent that ſhey had not quitted the king 
dom diſpatched two of his ſervants, with 
two peaee· Officers, in a coach drawn by four 
of. his beſt Horſes, witli ſtnict arders to 


take them into cuſtody. Bedford getting 


information of what had paſſed in Emilia's 
family, made his eſcape, with the young 
lady, about half an hour before the meſſen- 
gers reached the place of their concealment. 
The route which * had taken, being too 
A 4 2 if = obvious 


a 
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6bvious to admit of doubt, the unhappy 
ape inſtantiy purſe, and, in a 
Sit titmeß Overtakeh. The officers ſtop- 
ped their chaiſe; on which che fiery young 
man ſprung out, and, with the moſt bitter 
imprecitions; declared he would shobt the 
Arft man through the head, who dared to 
approdeh the: cärriage. But the officers 
were not to be intimidated; and while they 
were proceeding to hand Einilia to her fa- 
therꝰs coach, the ſervants ſarrounded her 
lover. Bedford grown deſperate at the 
probability of being overpowered, by a 
wonderful effort, got looſe from thoſe who 
held hiin; and inſtantly diſcharged a piſtol 
ati the 6fficers, who, By this time; had taken 
Emilid under their protectien. The young 
lady fell ſenſeleſs to the earth; and Bed- 
ſord; obſerving that he had miſſed his ob- 
joct, shot ohe Of his opponents tlirough the = 
head: with 4ſecond piſtol; as he rai to ſuc- 
cour His Emilia. Good God!....... my 
pen refuſes to perform its office.. 
The contents of the firſt diſcharge had 
l6dged in the boſom of this devoted young 
cut 1 lady, 
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lady, from hence the: ſanguineous ſtream 
now frightfully iſſued ! Bedford, terri- 
fied; and ndern ee 


„% + wF 


He directed ihis eos fie re W 5 


and a, thouſand, times invoked, that inſtant 
A | annikilation might deliver his#goniſed foul = 
We)! - | The: remaining officer, aſſiſted by the: ſer· 


Vants, made him a cloſe; priſoner 3: While 
1 the two, coachmen took up the ſlauglitered, 
* |  eoxles, and gallopped tv the next village: 
x | but the extinction pf life was too en 


=_ t9 hope any. thing from dune did 
F 0 Of 1 3. Oo eon 51001 35 F107 9 Hir 5 Fic Vi 
3 No influence can di this miſerable 
=—_ | E the chameful death which a- 
'F waits him. He is committed 10 I. 


| gaol, and heavily ironed: for the law pays 
fel no reſpect to offenders of this deſpription. 
* | | The aſſizes will be held. at T..95 ih A few 
. days; end all that we can expert; to obtain, 
is the reſpite of his trial till the winter 
circuits. The Baron being confined with - 
the gout, our endeayours are the more likely 
wa ſucceed. It will give the young man 
x} time 
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] time to repent, and afford us an opportu- 
nity of fortifying his diſconſolate friends | 
preparatory, to the laſt dreadful cataſtro- 
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5 WHAT unheard of mis- 
fortunes have fallen to the lot of my 
friend; to me; and to you! We, who had, 
in the propoſed union of our children, plan- 
ned their happineſs and our own! Hor- 
rible reverſe of fortune! the ſerene pro- 

ſpect is vanished, and rempeſts and thunder 
py the — 


My ſon-O deadly: ſorrow !—will, I 
fear, but too ſoon expire in my arms. On 
hearing the ſequel of Henry Bedford's laſt. 
fatal adventure, his countenance aſſumed a 
pallid hue, he trembled, and fell motionleſs 
on the ground. When a little recovered, 
alas ! his ſpeech was wild and inco- 


: 3 herent; 
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herent; and I am painfully apprehenſive 
for the reſult. ——Are theſe the nuptials, 


that, I had ſo fondly hoped, were to have 
terminated my days in comfort? Is this 


the allotted ſatisfaction of a ey. -haired 
ee let me Wen. 


—_ V/CLL 
I entreat You, Sir, to ſuſtain the lovely 


Clementina; concealing from her the dan- 
gerous ſituation of my Edward. Conſole, 
alſe, her--worthy- father . and, if he yet 
yes, endeavour to animate him with new 
hopes, however. deluſtvely grounded. ” 
ghall be . * oon 2s pollible.. - 
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62:60.) tes LAM ENT. "with! ROY 
| Miſery, and her train, are ſeated in every 
corner of our houſe. We are covered with 
_ hams" and cotfuſion. The petitions, 
the extivities of Dorval, t6-bbrain a teſpite 
of Henry's trial, werefruitleſs. Juſtice has 
taken'fts'tremendous courſe. My brother, _ 
two days afterwards, unable to withſtand © 
this agonifing shock, died in my arms, 
— Clementina has diſplayed more thay 
human fortitude ; and given undenia- 
ble tokenb of a magnanimous mind. Not 
one moment did she leave her dying father, 
but continued her unceaſing attentions, till, 
alas! they were no longer neceſſary. 


Arad . _Unre- 


| Unrelenting Death has robbed you of 
a friend, who was all goodneſs; and meof a 

brother, whom I fervently loved. And 
yet, alas! even now, I cannot ſee the end 
of my troubles. Mrs. Murville is taken 


& fas i 7 V 5% 


of her recovery. 


. May, It. pleaſo 8 to call 
mg a ſtate, in which I now meet no- 
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CEN dne le 
wel! 1 an unfortunate individual, W 
once ſtrove to merit your eſteem; but in 
whoſe heart, the unextinguished love that 
yet reigns. thre; is. now become a crime. 
My love for you a crime! Tormenting 
idea, that ſtrikes the ſoul; while I feel it 
impoſſible, ever to banish you from my 
thoughts. 


What agony !----I am aſtonished, at 
- perceiving that I have outlived my ſuffer- 
ings! Iimagined, after I had ſeen my dear 
father ſigh his laſt, that I had endured the 
worſt of human evils. But I deceived my- 
ſelf; there was yet ſomething which called 
for another trial of my fortitude Jo di- 

7 | vide 


| CLEMENTINA BEDFORD. 139 


myſelf, #8 ehen r- No, that is 
impoſſible . TO LRHRVE you that is the 
appropriate word. That can, that muſt, 
chat will I do. I am impelled to this pains 
ful reſolution, by a ſacred regard for your 
honour, and your futute happineſs. My 
reaſon, and the love that I bear you, prompts 
me to shield your good name from the haſty 
cenſures of the world. While we do not 
live alone for ourſelves, me muſt pay ſome 
deference to the opinions of men. And 
do we owe no account to our offspring? 
Would you ſtain them with the. ſcandal 
which will keep an even pace with the 
eg af INN EAR —— 


Mi ery wiſe Where ame Mut! 
behold the light, to endure ſuch unparalleled 
dufferings 2e not cruel, Edward: come 
nat here to. ſee me: I am iconcealed from 
tlie: eyes of the whole world; aud poſſibly 
I should be denied to yu. It is eſſential to 
our future welfare, Flat we ſeparate . . .. for 
ey er! euern Fs | | 
Ar rat M RS 
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Return my portrait; and. eradicate 
every prepoſſeſſion in my favour, from your 
heart. Be you not my greateſt enemy, by 
perſevering in a conſtancy, that would em- 
bitter my ſucceeding days; while it is ut- 


terly impoſſible that our mutual |engage- 


ments can be fulfilled. Imagine that there 
never was a Clementina, who loved you. 
Has malignant fate, then, been envious 


of f my bearing the name of Edward's Wike! 


— . 


/. Offer. up your vows- to e I 
Le who is worthy of your love; to 
another, who can iniboſom your affection 
like Clementina. Fear no interruption on 
my ſide; it is not permitted me: and 1 
think my courage great enough to pro- 
te& me from ſuch a weakneſs. — Farewel, 


my friend! — Let me this once give you 
that holy title; a title which was once ſo 


dear to me, and which... But it is 
enough! I muſt. abnipdy n or pe 
_ Uiſubject Dor. Ver. 
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LETTER XLIV. 
e rn fl b 
' - EDWARD, TO cLEMENTIN A. 


EE of 


IHE blood congealed in 
my veins, as I peruſed and re- peruſed your 
letter. You take of me an eternal farewel ! 
I leave, I forget you {----No! that is im- 
poſlible vou hide yourſelf from the 
obſervation of the whole world! you, who 


furnished that world with the brigheſt ex- 


amples !----You' call your, love for me a 


crime !---YouR love for me a crime! Hea - 


vens! what a terrifying thought! 


| Do you ſolicit me to be guilty of the 
vileſt inconſtancy---a deed which I could 
not ſuryive---at the very moment too, when 


the viciſſitudes of fortune demand the moſt 


ſignal proofs of my ſincerity! It is, in 
emergencies like theſe, my Clementina, 
| M3 _ that 
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that great minds muſt diſcover their ſupe- 
riority. Good God, I tremble !---No, my 
only love, you! cahnot be unſuſceptible to 
the moſt ſuſceptible of mortals. You shall, 
yes, you will be merciful enough, to ani- 
mate me anew; though my father, to-day, 
coincided with your romantic reſolutions, 
amd wished me to adopt them. But J will 
ſtrive to refute all his feaſoning: I will 
throw myſelf at his feet, and melt his ſcru- 
ples with my tears. Should he, neverthe- 
leſs, prove deaf to my ſupplications, I will 
fly to your arms, and nothing but death 
Shall ever divide us. No, thou dear part 
ner of my ſoul, though your brother 
O heavens! I am confounded at the dread- 
ful recollection · Forgiye me the mention 
of his name.... Nothing, nothing, shall 
. a wo avenues ” our 1 


.F} 


En eee 
yet to another -I! while it is eternally 
bound to you! No! much rather would 
I tear it from * boſom. by 
| I cannot 


0 
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I canndt fail to be happy with my 


Clementina: a wilderneſs, a hut, with her, 
I would prefer to a palace with another. 


Vet, if my father should perſevere in his 


cruelty----Cruelty ! no, it is a ſtranger to 
nis nature: his great ſoul will not permit 
him to ſee us miſerable---But the opinions 
of the world! --- yet, what has an exalted 


mind to do with thoſe? It muſt, alone, fol- 


low: the dictates of virtue, humanity, and 


nature Should my father remain inſlex- 
ible, and thus add weight to every other 
affliction, let me share with you, in that 
concealment which you have pl anned, the 


fragments of our allotted felicity. A 


finall piece of land will ſupply our wants; 


and the cultivation of it, will be conducive 


to health; and health, and retirement, will 


es to mer mee 300 Es 


. : 6 is 3 + , 14 * 4 
+ Cy} 4 1117 # 3 ö — e 33 . 1 


0 Vou ask, if our e offiphing will 1 st b be 


entitled to ſome account of the motives 


which impelled i us to bring them into a fa- 


mily joaded with diſgrace? No, my Cle! 


amen we are only reſtricted to ſet them 
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the njoſt-viztuaus: examples: non can they 
upbraid us with more than gur own; mils 
deeds: and, on that ſcore, moſt aſſuredly 
they will never ne u of . . 
* an 1 opinions ohh is incon- 
| Gftent with the ſeverity of your Own vir · 
tue. Never did I take a more feeling share 
in all that concerns you, than in the pre- 
ſent inſtance: never, Clementina, did I love 
you moxe devoutly than at this moment. 
Vour invaluable miniature receives my ca- 
reſſes and my ſighs: that dear pledge of 
your. aſſection, or its shadow at leait, shall. 
remain with me, even after death! that 
3 shall * Pray 8 Peay: in : loſs | 
than eight days; hoping, ere then, to obtain 
my father's renewed. conſent to our union. 
Ves, I shall depict- to him my own hapleſs 
condition; and entreat him to judge of my 
ſorroms by his own... He! mourns. his de- 
n Kier. 38g commiſergtes , the mig 
. EMA fortunes 
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fortunes of, Clementina. He will conſent. 
But, whatever may be the reſult, then shall 


I haſten to throw wyſelf into your arms 
for ever. 


. I weep no more, at the ſeverity of 
our lot, it is becauſe the briny current is 
exhauſted. Adorable Clementina ! per- 
mit me to entitle myſelf your friend, your 
adorer, and, shortly, e hay 55 
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bag Mx dear father has invigo- 
rated i me with new life. This morning he 
gave his conſent to our union. It now 
remains with you, my ſweet friend, to ren- 
der me the happieſt of mortals. 


21 1. Tay 


To-morrow I fly towards you. Ne- 
ver more will we ſeparate——while we 
live, TI 


Auguſt 13, 179. 
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* 
. 4 8 FL wi 4 


dg 1 8 at «lengths 1 
recovered foi a ſevere indiſpoſition. In 
a few hours 1 shall a e wauen 
ien Ace frien TS 


„ ft ry * wa 775 8 4 4 «15 


12 1 


' The 8 eee | 
I have endured, took from me the power of 
continuing our correſpondence. -. But my 
father will, to-day, uin You vid ew 
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CLEMENTINA, T0 EDWARD. 

NO !— Shame, honour, 
virtue----nay, even the love I bear you 
forbids me ever- to ſee you more. When 


- this reaches yon, I shall be gone from 


hence. But though T thus shun you, my 
heart will remain for ever your's. - It is 


alone the late unhappy event, which de 
oor panic, af LANE 


gil wg pen 2 ROE me, at 
ine more tranquil ſeaſons at a. ſeaſon, 
when, with me, you will be fully conſcious 
of the impoſſibility of qur union. Fare- 


wel! 
Auguſt 17, 179. 


5 This Letter did not arrive till ſeveral . 
bours after the departure of Edward; 


are and was opened by his father. 
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Re] IIS is iche laſt + time, my 
beloved fret that the pity-worthy Cle- 

mentina shall ever write to her Julia. 
When you receive this, I shall be far, far 
from vou. Cruel deſtiny! how could 15 
for a moment, ſurvive your inflictions! Yona 
In vain do I direct my prayers to heaven, 
for permiſſion to reſign a life, which js ſpot- 
ted with diſgrace. Shame follows my fo6t- 
ſteps. --- When I have forwarded this to 
youz I leave a place, which once indeed 
was truly dear to me. I tear myſelf from 
you; from my aunt and uncle Murville; 
yes, for ever!---Honour, virtue, commands 
me to ſequeſter myſelf from the eyes of all 
thoſe who love me. Should heaven pro- 
* my exiſtence yet a longer, you, 
| g ] ulia, 


Julia, and you alone, shall have knowledge 
of the lot of your Clementina. But my 
mind's dehaſement, my; tively fenſe of the 
_ ſcandal which is attached to me, confirm 
my reſolution of leaving this part of the 
country. The fame motives induce me to 
refuſe my hand to the unfortunate Edward, 
whom I from henceforth muſt endeavour to 
lorget. Net, shall I not ſuryivethe attempt. 
His portrait lies before me: Ikiſs it athou- 
ſand times; I deluge it with my tears. Ves, 
dear image of my Edward, you, at leaſt, 1 
may poſſeſs! That, that, is permitted me! 
---+Qught'T to contaminate, him with the 
ignominy of my brother? Who will beſo 
liberal, as not to relate the heart-rending 
narrative When they talk of me 2 or, Should 


I happen to be eſteemed happy, who will 


fail to wonden at my ſuppoſed inſenſibility 2 
Would not Edward's relations deteſt me? 
and with reaſon? Or, should I meet his 
wishes, that, in a few short months, he might 
mourn the death of an affectionate conſort? 
And then. -O piercing thought !---Should 
, pledge remain of our union, would he 

e Feel not, 
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got, when grown. to maturity, perhaps: up- 
-draid his father with the odium of his birth ? 
O God! how my heartiinks at the reflec- 
tion! ;No---it can not be: 1 muſt depart, to 


e ſcape che dangers of ſolicitation. Forgive 


mes Julia, for not nowidiſcloſing to you ithe 

place of my purpoſed ſecluſion. I even 
fear for thoſe enquiries which you will 
doubtleſs make; for a diſcovery would 


maoſt aſſuredly poiſon + the few remain- 


ing days ox montlis that I have probably to 
„remain; on æhis perilous globe, 1 tr 
TOC gi. ot 10 . MAH u; 
.. Endeavour you, alſo, to: forget your 
Clementina. Slie is become an object of 
Hr ach to the whole world; and she goes 
afar off, where her perſon and her misfor- 
tunes shall be alke unknown. My fu- 
ture friendship, my correſpondence, would 
dishonour you. But you may lament my 
ſufferings and my fate: formerly I was 
, worthy your eſteem. If thoſe who love 
me, regret my abſence, try to conſole them: 
and if you ever ſee the noble-minded Ed- 
ward, fail not to convince him of the pro- 
AA rr N Priety 
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priety of my refufal to become à bride. 

2 is the laſt favour which the miſerable 
Clementina dares to require of her friend. 

Enbtace your affectionate parents on 
finoeie and ardent love for you; which Ho- 
thing can efface; May it once! more hap- 
pen that I hear of your welfare — Fate is 
- envious of our friendship; it was too ex- 
calted, ted ſublime, to continue durable. 
But it is our duty: to reſign ourſelbes to 
the diſpenſations of the Almighty Diſpoſer 
_ 208 ovents;)and ...n eds Let me end. 
'My-Gtengrhfails.. My departure commands 
ara ood Os m. 
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LETT SR; 3 NUP> + 


THE, 4-H) EDWARD) TO. MR 
MURYNILLES 


* 156 4.077 1IBoſeeehyonz Sir, to give 


the incloſed letter from Clementinay, to; my; - 


unhappy ſon, when you diſcover a favours 
able opportunity. Hegyen! it fell out of 
my hand, ps, 4 was reading it. Nranquil- 


concerns here will only detain meta few. 
days longer. I cannot write to him; my 
ſenſes are too confuſe mmm. 


ati? 
06 9d 1 es o ABR, 18, 170 
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life: his troubled ming 3, and tell -him, that 
his tender ſather will haſten to. him.: My. 


CEEMENTINA BEDTOnD. 


3 
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„ TrTrER k. 


ö | | 
[ Wen. 
5 ig © FLY us Sit! Your bike 
Is dame «dangers fever," 
Ft) 15 $; 7% Kuni oo | 
1 WE... Ghent ds e Clones! 
thi Lives no mofe. My God! her evi 


1 tiny Hits bver/tefufeld her bones u reſting 
| PRE in dhe earth! Can I. 4 moinent witk- 


| ſkind the evils" that croud ſo faſt upon 

\ | us!" * My hair ſtande erect, while Think 

| on this moſt horrible diſaſter.” © IR te 

W | You, Sir. are ho Hanger to her fliglit, 

+4 | which, reckoning from this morning, hap- 

WO | pened juſt five days ago. This child of mis- 
W | [ fortune gave us to underſtand, that it was 


her r intention to tary f for ſome time with 
| a6 
| her 
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her friend Julia: - Her ſingular reſolutiong: 
during the late direful events; misled us. 
She took an affectionare leave. of me, and 


Mrs. Murville; and Oi deadly ſmart i: 


I myſelf handed her to the chaiſe. Sbe, 


departed then -O. heaven !---she departed,, 


for ever from our fight! Shortly after this, 
receiving ab letter, addfeſſed to her, from 
Julia, by ons of her fhclier's ſervants, who. 
had not heard that Clementina was even 
expected there, I begun to grow ſuſpicious. 

L called to mind the very ſingular manner 

of her embracing us tqgether with the 

ſuddenneſss of che journey nithib occaſioned? 
me great uneaſineſs. But other conſidera: 
tions; again, reſtoref: me wo peade. This! 


wast alternately” agitated and Hobthed, till 


the 'everingsd-awthen my.capprehenfions ob - 
taining the prevalence, I repaired to the man 
_  viho:hadifuntighed' her widr the vehicle. 
L reached his houſe, a few minutes after he 
rrurnect; . when he immediately handed me, 
2 letter) which Clementina had fert back. 
Lapened it in haſte; when, good heaven! 
how great was my ſurpriſe andi auguish, at: 

104 N 3 ſee- 
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156) © CLEMBNTINA/ BEDFORD: 
ſeeing tar: sHie: took-at! eternhl firewel of 


me land her aunt. So great was my aſton+ 
ichmentꝭ that for ſome minutes, I could 
neither:fpcak; nor refalve on what line of 
oduct. ib purſue. At lengtli, being lome- 
To: wWhence he had taken tho young lady 2 
Histanfwer was, That he had left her at: 


here, she ſaid; it was her intention 
to tarry for ſome time; commanding him 


tot reti and be careful in giving me 
the letrer-. Thie horſe not being yet taken 
from the whisky, I ſprung into it with the 
ſuſtneſs of lightning, and ardered him 10 
duo ine quickly to the. ſpot where he had 
leſb ler. He pbeyed me; with reluctance. 
She alighted, I found, before the man 
had reached the houſe, where he refreshed 
himſelf: ſol that, when we arrived ati the 
village, I»eagerly: enquirediafteri hox of all 
whom I met; but to no ꝓurpoſe. At. laſt, 
chanbe dirdcted: me to al ſiialb nn,: Where I 
eee that a young lady anſwering 
er deſcription, dreſſec in mourning: and 
Wong 4. trunk, which was „ by a 
1 | 5 por - 


UP 
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porter, had put up there for a few hours, 


and. from hence she hx: hired a co,. 


ANCE 0/7 Nb. at. more of her they did not 
erer 1 15 e; IT 141 © SH Ft Ori 56: ben 1. 
il chal SH 14953 Loco 


1. fod the win hope o Wan 


ſeg einge a poſt · ehaiſe, in 


order io continue the purſuit; while it was 
preparing, I inſtructed my attendant to give 
Mrs. Murville che neceſſary information, on 
his return, however late it might be. I 
travelled nearly the whole night, which 
appeared to me an age. By the break of 
day: I found myſelf at M.... O God! 
I muſt here drop the pen for a ſew mo- 


ments, at thei heart rending recollection of 


Oh, achat this period of her (deſtiny. could 
be blotted out of che calendar gf time! 
earth, uhen I heard in what. manner we 
enen . 
1 151 :7 DIntgritot: 30/5 Go i r 
The firſt object which I ſaw, was the 
ruins of a great building, that, the preced · 


p? 


: 
28 | ing 


ing niglit, had been conſumed by fire: 
but, turning from this Janientable ſcene, I 
and at the houſe where my chaiſe ſtopped, 
I was informed that the building which had 
been juſt deſticc tl; Was à large inn; that 
da young woman; anſwering the. deſeription 
which I had given, dreſſed in black; with 
forrow ſtrongly marked en her countenance, 
and Having a trunk; arrived chere tlie pre- 
ceding night; that this unfortunate lady, 
together with ſeveral other perſons, perish- 
ed in the flames, which were ſo rapid;:that 
no aſſiſtance eould begiven them; and that 
a few who had Raped, were cher in tlus 
houſe." Theſe diſmal tidings inſtantanedus- 
ly chunged the courſe of my-blobd; ſome- 
wing oppreſfed my braing truggled to: re- 
chver myſelf; bit, in- che attempt, II loft 
my recolleckion. y the careful artencions 
of 'thoſe Who Witnelfed my bitgation, I at 
length recovered;-t6 the molt painful re- 
flections: for no doubt remained; her un- 
timely death was bur tod certain · Every 


ccni ooncurred, to deprive me a 
2 all 


bling him hirher! This: man very thobghts 
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all hope.— With deſpair, therefore, in my 
heartʒ J returned home. Alas! what a 
heavy task. wag it fon me to comfort Mrs. 
Murville, whoſe health is yet in a preca- 
rious ſtate. I carefully concealed from her 
the melancholy fate of her dear Clementina; 
but, by ſome unaccountable means, it was 
eee 
3D e 190 . lriigustt Val ai $311 ne 
The day after my return, I was in- 
90 that the unhappy Edward lay, de- 
prived of his ſenſes, at the. houſe. of the 
Stable · keeper who had conveyed Clemen- 
ta away 5: and that they. wers heut: ta 


leſsly anfwertdrlall / ie enquiries of ydur ! 
ſon; reſpecting lis beloved miſtreſs; with- 
out ſoftening any of the horrible circum- 
ſtances. He related, with tears in his eyes; 
all that he knew, and all that he had heard. 
LInſtantly ſét off this ruſtic's habitation, 
where Ifound the hapleſs Edward in a pitiable 
ſtate. Five hours did he remain ſpeechleſs; 
when, opening his languid eyes, he exclaim - 
| wy in a Wu and-interrupted voice, *Cle- 
THC 6 mentina ! : 


oe of a ao 5 2 
SB nas: nt 
Se R 
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mentina! adorable Clementina! do I ſee 


« you then' again?* Repeating theſe words 


more than fifty times, it was perfectly clear 
that his ſenſes were diſordered: however, 


the ' phyſicians do not wholly deſpair of 


pee ee e ky 11 3 3 199k hw. ne 


SN Ty IGG uk. Et! 
ene in- 
gine what is my ſituation! Our ſweet Cle- 
mentina is ſur ever Joſt: to us; that Cle- 
mentina, who-was the jqy of dur lives; by 
a death move terrible than generally falls to 
the het of mortals. Rlas ! che had no 
weeping friends aroumd imer bed ;; no one 46; 
cher her departing: foul Her cerſe, which 


radely donfuitied to ashes withouran attend- 
ant No or an accompanying groan, from 


wy of hiſs who loved herr A 


Doi bead od ils big winks or 160 l. 


-1552Ngftniordrites in@itnc the paſſing: 


_ ranger, tlidt! Mn, A BRTORD, 


tle moſt vi tuaus, and moſt unfertunate, of: 
her ſex, had reſigned her breath, in the 
height of beauty, and in the perfection of 


among. * | loveli- 
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lovelineſs. I muſt once moredrop a tear to 
her memory: and you, Sir. . But 
let me forbear, left I impart to you thoſe 
mighty ſorrows, that will have vent. 


The remainder. of my; life is clouded 
with trouble. Mrs. Murville muſt be told 
the horrid truth when she is better able to 
bear it: and how shall Einvent expreſſions 
Caleulated r foe Pw” n 
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. ki ELDER Bw And; 10 benv al. 
an I bie SIO CUNT 
0 * Hd ti ae dy im binocd © 
199 TEE a letter * 
Mi ache requires no comment; it 
ſpeaks but too plainly of itſelf, I am a- 
bout to ſet off for the preſent reſidence of _ 
my utiforturiate ſon — whom I— horrid 
thought! — shall, perhaps, quickly ſee 
expire in my arms. , àançd . 
But let me not fear the worſt; though, my 
ſtrength and my ſpirits fail me. — Cruel 
deſtiny ..... ..... Farewel, .. 
and pity us 


Sepeember 7, 79. 
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15 - YOU * Sie, after the lot 
of your TRI toad Alas! every one here 
is involved in forrow. Edward, the la- 

mented Edward! lies entirely deprived of 


his ſenſes; and the phyſicians now deſpair 


of his recovery. You can ſcarcely imagine 
how much his affectionate father feels for 
him: he will not, without reluctance, con- 
{ent to leave the bed- ſide of his ſon, even 
for a moment; inſomuch, that I am afraid 


his own health will be impaired. For the 


laſt five days he has taken no reſt. 


Come to us ſpeedily, Sir, if you 
would ſee your friend before he expires. 


----How faſt does one diſmal event follow 
another! 


: [ trem- 


A " . " — » 
D * — 3 8 
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I tremble for the moment when Mrs. 
Murville shall hear the ſad death of her 
Clementinaz and it will not be poſlible al- 
ways to conceal it from her... . Heaven! 
is there a family in the univerſe, whoſe af- 
flictions can equal our's? This paper will 
inform you how grievouſly I am affected. 
Once more, let me entreat you, Sir, to come 
to us: your ptefence, perhaps, may occaſion 
{ome alteration in the malady of the un- 
happy RENEE, Adieu! 5 
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LETTER LIII. 


bDonvAL. TO THE MARQUIS D» „ 
A RELATION .QF | THE ELDER 
EDWARDS"; | 3 
0 . * 62803 ef 5 E960 4 


32 ie 1971 IC 


cc 
gerous Gruaticn of my friend, I haſtened 


to him, at the manſion of che late, and de- 


ſervedly lamented Mr. Begford,. Never 
before could I have imagined, that. a human 


being was capable of ſurviving. thoſe com- 


plicated afflictions, both mental and corpo- 
real, which have Ale to the A of the 
1 Edward. 


_ 15 12 Th 


I 6 GB EB 
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tina's death; and am ſorry to ſay that thoſe 
pleaſing doubts which had been raiſed, have 


all vanished into certainty. Every new 
ttt 0. OY 


account 


I, have, — indefatigable in m my en- 15 
quiries reſpecting the certainty of Clemen- 
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account of this $hockin g cataſtrophe, coin- 
cides with the firſt 5 755 


My Ml friend has lain nearly 
theſe four weeks, deprived of his ſenſes : 
his phyſicians have been unceaſing in their 
attentions, and have exerted their utmoſt 
Skill to reſtore him. This, aided by the 
ſtrength of his conſtitution, has, at length, 
produced more favourable ſymptoms: : and 
yeſterday, having reſted well the preced- 
ing ni ght, we obſerved that an alteration 
was approaching. He has left his cam - 
beratready.” "Thi fever, of at leaſt the Vo- 
lence of It, fees to have tertiittated im 2 
Hhypochondrtarkl ebinphitit!"IHe45 conſei- 
ous of che cauſe of his flihels, and often 
laments the deſtiny of his Clementina. His 
anguish, however, is now ſomewhat abated, _ 
from a conſciouſneſs that the diſpenſa- 
tlons of Providence are juſt and equitable, 
and that they are directed to the ultitiate 
benefit of niabkind. He is continually 
prefling the portrait of Clementina to his 
breaſt, and weeping over it. He devotes 

, himſelf 


43-12 
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himſelf. wholly to ſolitude; nothing but 
ſtillneſs pleaſes him. With Clementina, all 
his pleaſures are fled. He has already 
journied over the walks which he uſed to 
take in tlie company of his divinity; and 
when he approaches any object that Cle- 
mentina was accuſtomed to notice above 
the reſt, he is involved in the depth of 
meditation, and appears to be recollecting 
every paſt occurrencè. In; a few minutes, 
however, the ſcene changes; and he calls 
cagerly on Clementina, a thouſand times, 
as if she had juſt parted from him, and he 
had doubts of her ſafety: but, alas! be 
receives no other anſwer than the echo of 
his own voice! At other times he aſſumes 
an air of cheerfulneſs; but it is a cheer- 
fulneſs which diſtreſſes his friends; it pro- 
ceeds not from the heart, but may be af- 
2 00 Met e 2 
a | 'L2 T 

N ht vain abt: neter to augen 
his reaſon; the ſucceſsful efforts of one mi- 
nute are deſtroyed by the phantaſies of the 
next. I cannot confine his ideas to any 

85 0 3 cer- 
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4 | 
certain object; and.I begin to fear as much 
for his preſent condition, as I did for the 
exceſſive: violence of his former diſorder. 
His eyes have frequently the appearance 
of wildneſs; and, in general, he ee 
_ 1 with ney IRS" 
105 r tütrm 
1 The Elder Edward: takes: 10 feeling a 
share in the ſufferings of his ſou, that he is al- 
moſt become an object of pity himſelf: 
nor am I exempted from participating very 
largely in that uncafinels which ariſes from 
beholding a dear "Oy in ſuch à melan- 
Wh — tn t e eee Dat 
| dan n t 7 
We En to move 1 hence 
in a short time: the houſe, the garden, the 
meadows, every thing, remind him of the 
happy days which he once paſſed here; 
and that remembrance feeds lis ſorrow, and 
may probab ly tend to shorten his days. 
I fear that it will prove a heavy tack for 
me and his father; for he has already very 
earneſtly begged permiſſion of Mr. and Mrs. 
— to cautinin here. Heaven grant 
; that 


* 175521 & 
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that he may n change his pur- 
poſe! ö 

M ara | 

I shall not al to acquaint you with 

every incident of importance, relating to my 

unfortunate friend. His father would have 

written; but, to-day, he i is more than com- 

_ e. 


October 20, 179. 
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FRAY, Er would: be NEWS su, 

fir me to ſtrive at giving you an idea of 

what I feel at the unhappy ſtate of your 

jon. The narrative of his misfortunes has 

ſeverely affected me. Indeed, the ſufferings 

of the Bedford family and their friends, are 
univerſally talked of, and lamented, 


You are conſcious, Sir, of my eſteem 
for you and for your worthy ſon: permit 
me therefore to adviſe, That he be at once 
conveyed from a ſpot that is fitted to retard 
his recovery: and, as he delights in ſolitude, 
bring him to my country ſeat, which ſu- 
perabounds with that kind of pleaſure. 
Cee, and enjoy the expiring autumn. 


en Though 
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Though'the winter 1s approaching, this re- 


treat will not be diveſted of recreation; 
and With er | 


emu ar "ivy ching CRE: GO 


Ever fince the vals of my 8 
lady, I have wished for the comfort of your 
preſence. I therefore pray you to accept 
of my* invitation: and ſolicit the noble- 
minded Dorval to take alſo a place in my 
houſe, His many eminent qualities, and 
particularly the ſincere regard which he has 
always manifeſted for Edward, will contri- 
bute to the reſtoration and happineſs of his 
friend, He will shew him, when time 
has reconciled him to the change of 
ſcene and ſituation, ' the politive folly of 
exceſſive ſorrow. 


l Let him mourn the loſs of that ex- 
cellent young lady — It is a debt which 
is due to her memory, and to her virtue 
But let it not exceed the bounds of 1 m 
ration. 8 | 
g 2 Once 


Mas ho 
#51" 
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iq Once more, I beſeech vou not to re- 
fuſe my propoſal: the moſt beneficial con- 
ſequences may, enſue, if you determine to 
indulge me; and as it ĩs Your reſolution to 
carry Edward from his preſent gloomy a- 
bode, where elſe can you e 2 more 
unſigned 
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C3 et DSTENESSG 214 2 1 1 
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LA Pa Pr refuſe your 'of+ 
for, my dear Marquis; an offer which pro- 
miſes ſome diminution of my ſufferings, 
which are unmeaſurably great. Alas ! what 
painful shocks have aſſailed my fatherly 


heart, ſince the commencement of this fatal 
journey which I undertook with my ſon! 


that ſon, whoſe happineſs I had fondly 


planned, by giving him tothe moſt amiable 


of women! But = heavens! — muſt this 
diſappointment always render him miſerable! 
shall it. continue to impair his health, till 
he becomes a ſacrifice to the ſenſibility of 
his nature That ſon, who was the joy of 
my life, is become an object of compaſſion 
e wy — My own health is much 


injured; . 
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injured; and, if I do not err in my opi- 
nion, my mortal career is drawing to 3 
doſe. oy Aan 

I have acquainted Edward with your 
generous propoſalz and.the flitarinets. that 
reigns around your manſign., coincides with 
his wishes. He heſitated not to ſay, that 
He should prefer the honour of your com- 
pany to his preſent ſituntion. Dorval has 
kindly promiſed to accompany us although 
the heavy duties) of his official en 

enn din 10 pe long oz. 


II. Y 4. alt 1 691 0 12 41871 4 


Ah! my friend, what 1 
will you perccive in Edward!',Vou will 
read in his face, moſt legibly imprinted, the 
marks of ſorrow and deſpair: all his 
hopes are fled, with the rueful loſs of Cle- 
mentina. Indeed, I cannot call her ſad 


_- Fate to mind, without emotion: but it re- 


ſembled her previous. misfortunes! »—O 
God! what a dreadful end !— But I muſt 
be ene or * r n 1 dil. 


: 


bose 


— 
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Expect us in the courſe of a few 
weeks, when I hope my ſon will be capa- 
ble of undertaking the Journey. The 
good Mr. and Mrs. Murville alſo intend 
to leave this place shortly: it reminds 


them, but too often, of what they ought, 
at leaſt ſometimes, to forget. Farewel! 
November 8. 179. 
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r 3 0 
F is then diſcloſed to we 
at laſt . O God! she is no more! the 
dear, the unfortunate Clementina! Has 
heaven reſtored me to health, then, to 
mourn for new misfortunes; to mourn, un- 
pitied by the world, whoſe cenſures I muſt 
bear; to mourn, with Mr. Murville alone, 
the loſs of all my relations. You, Julia, 
and your parents, are all that remain to us. 
You. henceforth, shall have the place in my 
heart which Clementina occupied — Cle- 
mentina ! — Heaven! I tremble as I im- 
print her name on wy paper--- Clementina! 
ſweet innocent is, alas! ſevered from her 
deſponding aunt, by an unlooked for, by a 
tremendous death! Clementina, my com- 
fost, and my hope! 


Her 
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Her rigid virtue, the greatneſs of her 
foul, occaſioned the direful calamity. The 
pure, the exalted, # the, delicate affection, 
which she bore the young Edward, induced 
her to fly; and this flight, alas! was at 
the expence of her life. Edward, allo, 
and N father, — ſuffered beyond de- 
ſcription on her account. Now, too, have 
we loſt, the pleaſure of their + 
Yeſterday they left us. 


* already, gen fr fe wp moment which 
Shall bring me i vou. I. ſtand, Julia, in 
need of your comfort: you will not refuſe 


it me for the short time which I may ſur- 
vive my ſuſferings. The dishonour which 
is broughs on Pug, family, compels me 40 
ciety;, Muſt 1 nat_ inpvirably fink, under 
theſereflegtions! I carthly happineſs is 
for ever vanished :: my eyes, that are al 
moſt cloſed with weeping, encounter none 
but hateful objects, that pierce my heart. 
But I will drop the pen, leſt I Mg, to the 
grief of my dear Julin. nr 
*1 Fs: — 1 8 170. 
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5 BORVAL, 10 VR. uren. 
nerd us, 1 dbphodth- 


ing {till nearer to the perfection of human 
miſery :- it ſeems as if fate will never ceaſe 
to follow my unfortunate, my pity- -worthy 
friend. He has now arr all 1 tis deareſt 
cone xions! Sees ine HOY: 7 
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Some short time after our Ne at 
me country-ſeat ' of the Marquis D. ., 
the elder Edward was ſeized with an ap6- 
plectic fir, of {> violent a nature, that he 
lay three whole days deprived of his ſenſes, 
"and, at the end of that period, * expired 
under the agony of a ſecond attack. Ed- 
ward, upon the whole, diſcovered a för- 
* titude, while the life of his dear father 
hung ſo dreadfuily in ſuſpenſe, that raiſe« 
ble bod 2 m 


4 
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wonder. All, all, are now loſt to this un- 

happy young man, for ever. O God! 

muſt then that father, who was ſo dear to 

him, thus ſpeedily be ſnatched away !--- 

Alas! Sir, I fear” that this laſt and unex- 

pected slock wiltprove · fatal to my poor 

ſriend. / We had U- gieat difficulty in re- 

moving him from the corpſe of his dear fa- 

cher z he wildly inſiſted on being entombed 

< | with - it -Heavens! how am I affected, 

at retracing ſome ef the particulars of this 
moutnful-ſeene & The eircumſtances are 

of fo melatiehely U / fiffure;/that'T muſt en- 


treat Vous def givenels for _ thus ab- 
ruptly si: i * 45, ita: 4 1 


January 2, 179. 


2 
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3 Here 


Jing is a chaſm of eight or nine 
- months. » In;the:mean, time at the 
75 D. nh Edward continecd to. re- 


ide with him; | ſending arders to 


»*, 


* 


full power to ſettle his affairs. 


ER e alſo, ſeconded by the 


Marquis, prevailed on Dorval to 


* 1, ;- reſign his employmene, and in 
| furure to reſide with thew. 1 

' EDWARD, 
4 (7 
* 4 4 


EDWARD, TO HIS RELATION IN scoN 
3 A LAND. „ . : 


"M3 
vo ask me, PTY Sir, for 
E narrative of all that has befallen me, 
ſince J left the reſidence of my Clemen- 
tina. Can I refuſe this to- you, whom I 
ſo highly efteem, and even reverence! al- 
| though a recollection of ſome of the i inci- 
dents _ N eres my gen ag 


* let, then, "ne nnen which had 
once been ſo dear to me that manſion 
from whence I had loſt the dear miſtreſs 
of my heart. I removed myſelf, with 
L e e e e e and Mrs, 
Murville. We travelled expeditiouſly, 

and of courſe ſoon found ourſelves under 
the friendly roof of the Marquis D 
But, alas! this change of ſcene and ſitua- 
tion produeed no favourable effect on the 
—— my mind. I ſaw myſelf, indeed, 
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in a lonely, undiſturbed retreat, which, of 


all others, pleaſed me the moſt. 


But---O God !---another ſtroke of fate 
awaited, to ſtrike me anew !---- After an ill- 
neſs of three short days, I Saw myſelf be- 


reaved of the beſt, of the tendereſt of ſa- 


thers. A father, whoſe whole ſtudy it was 
to render my life bearable, to be thus haſtily 


ſnatched from me by death !---- Dorval and 


the Marquis alone remained to me: and, 


if I: had been deprived, at this period, of 
the preſence of che former, certainly Imuſt 


have ſunk under this accumulation of hu- 
man diſappointment. Before I knew the | 


pangs of milery, 1 never reflected. on the 


crime of ſuicide without entertaining a juſt 


ſenſe of its enormity; and the impreſſion 
which thoſe conſiderations had left on my 
mind, happily reſiſted the horrid. impulſes 
of my diſtempered imagination. I long ſuf 


fered, from an exceſſive lowneſs of ſpirits, 


and often was incapable of leaving my 
chamber. At length, Dorval, Overcome 
by my eutreaties, and. impellecd by d 

true 


"T7" 


Ea a itt ne 
* 1 . 


ne,, ẽ d > I 4 
l ; 
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true friendship which he always bore me, 


conſented to withdraw himſelf from the 


inquietudes of a public life, aud to reſide 


wholly with me and the good Marquis. 


But, preparatory to the completion of this 
object, it was impoſſible to avoid a painful 
ſeparation for a few weeks, in order that 
he might adjuſt his numerous concerns, 
and reſign a poſt, the duties of which were 
too heavy for a man independent of the 
world. This interval, though short, ap- 
peared far otherwiſe to me; till, at length, 
his return moſt amply compenſated me for 
8 an 1 had ſuffered at his abſence. 


The 9 5 Marquis omitted no at- 
tentions that he thought would render the 
hours agreeable; but ſeldom were his en- 


deavours crowned with ſucceſs. Often 
was I in the company of ſeveral noble 
friends of the Marquis, who came to vifit 


him; but grief continued to occupy my 
heart, and ſadneſs and gloom remained on 


muy countenance. The pleaſure of promiſ- 
cuous ſociety, was not equal to the charms 


of 


/ 
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of ſtillneſs and ſechuſion.., 1, therefore com- 
menced gardener, and, even excelled the 
labourer who held the office. I pruned, I 
planted, and I ſowed: it was my favourite 
recreation. Often, however, did 1 retire to 
a diſtant groye, and call on the fleeting 
ſpirit of Clementina to witneſs my ſorrows 
and my conſtancy. | Often, too, did 1 
mourn the loſs: of the moſt affectionate of 
Athers, to whoſe memory TI shall always, 
at certain ſeaſons, shed à tear. A thouſand 
times, when thus alone, did I gaze on and 


kiſs the invaluable portrait of my Ciemen 


tina, uttering ſigh after ſigh, till the bowers, 
and the groves, re-echoed back my lamen- 
tations, as if bemoaning in uniſon. 
Hunting was the only amuſement in 
which Dorval delighted; he frequently 
invited me to be one of the party; and 1 
never refuſed him. One, in particular, 
allured by a remarkable fine day in the 
month of Auguſt, and being by ourſelves, 
we ſtrayed farther from home than had hi- 
therto been our cuſtom. We found our- 


ſelves, 
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ſelves, On a ſudden, in the avenues of a 
wood which we had never ſeen before, and 


where the moſt ſolemn filence ſeemed to 
prevail. As we advanced further into this 


foreſt, how divinely were we welcomed by 
its feathered inhabitants! This charming 
ſpot, for a while, banished from our thoughts 


oo pleaſures of the chace. Ah! dear 


val,” 1 exclaimed, © what a tranſport- 
ing place is this! how conſonant to my 
< preſent ideas! How agreeable does this 

* ſolitary retreat appear, as we glance at 
the hateful amuſements of 3 city life! 
There, mankind exiſt in a kind of never- 
4 ceaſing ſtupefaction, that betrays them 
$ from one unmeaning pleaſure to another; 
* and impels' them to form new ideas and 


_ © new ſchemes. in the midſt of what, a little 


Gf before, ſeemed to promiſe the ſummit of 
« enjoyment. Thus do their lives 'unuſe- 
fully paſs away'5 and, in the vortex of 
confuſion, they have neither leiſure nor 
© inelination, nor opportunity; to contem- 
„plate and àdmire the native beauties of 
a * the univerſe.” But in ſuch enchant ing 


. ſeclu- 
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* ſecluſions as theſe, our pleaſures, though 
numerous, are ever varying; are ever 
producing a thouſand changes; that in- 
«* ſtruct us to worship and to TRVerenge the 


8 univerſal Author ga Nen | eficngt 


The 8 was 67 1 3 


fore we thought of zeturning back. /: Scarce-: 


„ (% %423 


ly had we reached the road, ere we ſaw. 2 
horſe, who had thrown! his, rider, gallop- 


ing towards us: by the elegance of his 
capariſon, it was apparent that he belonged 


to ſome perſon of. diſtinction. As the ani- 


mal approached us, we placed our guns 
croſe-wiſe, before him, and he immediately 
ſtopped: having ſeized: him by the bridle, 
we led him back; and, when we had pro- 
ceeded about half a mile, we diſcoyered a 


_ gentleman, in a hunting-dreſs, lying on the 
ground. He was ſtruggling to riſe; ; but, 
without our ſeaſonable aid, it is more than 


probable that he would have lain there the 
Whole night, that part of the country being 
ſeldom frequented by ordinary. travellers. 


| eee Heaven, that had thus fur- 
21 nished 


! thor e e F 2 


r a 
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nished me with an opportunity of aſſiſting 
this unfortunate ſtranger, who, in the fall, 
had broken his arm. After politely thank- 
ing us for the attention we had shewn him, 
he informed us that he was Lord S. . 
that he had been out, from the dawn of the 
morning, with a party of friends, enjoying 
the pleaſures of the chace; that he had 
accidentally ſeparated from themz and chat 


his horſe, having ſuddenly taken fright on 


the border of the adjacent ditch, he had 
unluckily fallen off as the animal leaped 
over. We were, at this time, about three 
miles from home; while Lord S. 


was more than twenty: we therefore re- 


queſted him to accompany us, chat he 
might receive the immediate alliſtance of a 
ſurgeon; and he cheerfully accepted our 
offer. W. e led his horſe very gently along, 
fearing that a hard pace might put him to 
unneceſſary pain, and convey danger to the 
fractured limb. In this manner, we ef- 
fected our return, when 1 gave every ne- 
ceſſary order chat che ſituation of his lord- 
ship required. eee 


FU K 5505701 a. d 
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Lord SHA . appeared to be amiable 
and unreſerved. The Marquis was no 
ſtr: anger to his character; although, their 
perſonal acquaintance was but flight. His 
| lordship requeſted that a ſervant might be 

dif] patched to his lady, with 2 letter which 
be had written, acquainting her of the ac- 
cident that had befallen him, and which 
would render his abſence neceſſary for a 
chort time: : and inſtant orders were ac- 
An y given. 


The ſurgeon, who was by this time ar- 
rived, having inſpected the fracture, re- 
moved the apprehenſions which we had 
entertained for the ſafety of his lordship. 
—Though he felt exceſſive pain, he was 
by no means dejected; 3 and, if he ſuffered 
auy inward uneaſineſs, it was on Lady 
3 8 account, who, he feared, would 
imagine his ſituation to be much worſe 
than he had repreſented i it. The next day 
he talked of leaving us; but, at length, 
overcome by our united perſuaſions, he 


conſented to forbear a, „ little longer, when 
he 


E 


eee 
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ne might travel with leſs hazard and in- 
convenience, On the fourth viſit, his ſur- 
geon declared, that, within fourteen days, 2 
he might expect to be reſtored to the full | 


uſe of his arm. 


His lordship entreated us to honour 
him with our preſence at his ſeat, as often 
as we could make it agreeable; adding, 
that he hoped his recent misfortune, as it 
had occaſioned our meeting, ſo that itmight, 


alſo, be the means of a durable friendship, 
henceforth, between us: that the ſolitude 
which we loved, was perfectly conſonant 


to his own conceptions of happineſs ; and 


that his friends, though few in number, he 


had ſelected, with a reference to their me- 
rit, and not to their rank or influence. 


At the end of tive days, Lord S. 
fixed on the next morning for his depar- 
ture. Dorval and I conceived it our duty 
to accompany our noble gueſt home, and 


lead him to the arms of his anxious con- 
ſ Ort. 


Ove I muſt 
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I muſt here pauſe awhile: this was 
a1 1mportant period of my life. And'my 
heart, without any obvious reaſon, form- 


ed 8 prophetic ſomething, which I could 


not clearly comprehend. I felt an emotion 
at this moment, which I had never expe 6 
rienced before. 5 


* 
1 
2 


1 ©2060 c0000 000 © 


Early in the morning I ſtepped into 
the carriage, with my fellow travellers ;* 
and, as we proceeded but ſlowly, it was 
late in the afternoon ere we arrived at his 
lordship's ſeat. Scarcely had we left the 
chaiſe, when our ears were aſſailed with 
the chriek of a young woman. Lady 
S... immediately came to meet us, and 
fell with tranſport into the arms of her 
conſort. I therefore imagined, that what 
we had juſt heard, muſt have proceeded 
from her ladyship; - but as ſoon as we had 
entered the houſe. it appeared to have been 
the lady's own ſervant, who, juſt as we 
deſcended from tlie carriage, ſtood, it ſeems, 
in 
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in the front of the carriage. This ſingular 


incident excited the attention of every - 
bab 31m 16.2565; 72 e 1 


Lady S.. . .. received us with un- 


common affability; and she is, in good 


truth, a moſt lovely woman. She is not 
more than twenty years of age; and yet 
appears to be adorned with every female 
charm, and to poſſeſs every polite and uſe- 
ful accomplishment. My lord, alſo, is 
ame about on tame age.. 


is A Fab time, a a ſervant 3 = 


room, and informed Lady S.. . . that her 


maid, being ſeized with a ſudden indiſpo- 
fition, was fallen down in a ſwoan. She 
immediately haſtened to her, impelled by 
the moſt humane ſenſations, in order to af- 
ford, and to e her _ __ 


ieee. 


My lord could 2 not withhold 1 his . 
priſe at this incident: nor was I wholly 
. on the occaſion. Indeed, I felt 


Q 3 au 


192 CLEMEN TINA BEDFORD. 


an unuſual perturbation glide through my 
whole frame. The lady shortly returned 
to us, in a diſcompoſed ſtate of mind; ſay- 
ing, that the young woman continued in 
the fame alarming ſtate, in ſpite of all the 
remedies which she had. applied. It was 
therefore determined to ſend for a phy- 


WMben the hour of dinner arrived, we 
 fatdown to table; but the uneaſineſs which 
Lady S. .. felt, communicated a portion 
of gloom to every- one preſent; iuſomuch, 
tat the converſation became dull and lan- 
guid. In a few minutes, however, it was 
ſignified to the lady, that the efforts of 
the phyſician had been attended with ſuc- 
»cefs; that her woman was now recovered; 
and that, as she firſt opened her eyes, she 
febly articulated the name of EDwWARD! 
— Heavens! exclaimed I, * what can 
this. mean ? = My lady, pray what is the 
name of this young woman? Cecilia 
Fe anfwered she. Do you, then, | 
o her? At the mention of this 


name, 
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name, I found myſelf ſo ſtrongly àgitated, 
that I inſtantly. removed from the table; 
and, without the application of timely re- 
medies, I certainly should have fainted. 
When I was ſomewhat more compoſed, I 
_ cried, © O my lady! this worthy girl 
was, once, the attendant of the unfortu- 
nate Clementina Bedford ! She was called 
Cecilia... Neither my lord, nor his 
conſort, could comprehend the meaning of 
theſe words: and my heart was too abun- 
dantly full to ſay more. Dorval, however, 
compaſſionating my ſufferings, eaſed me of 
the painful task. He briefly related my 
misfortunes, as interwoven with thoſe of 
the Bedford family; and, in our attentive 
friends, it excited aſtonishment, compaſ- 
ion, and even tears, which, at length, they 
with difficulty reſtrained. I begged per- 
miſſion to ſpeak to this young woman; 
but had the mortification to be informed, 
chat she would not then conſent to ſee 


ay perſon who did not belong to the fa- | 


— "7 


J 
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Cecilia loved my dear Clementina, 
who, in reality, treated her with all the 


gentleneſs and regard of a fond ſiſter. She 


had, alſo, acquired the eſteem of Lady 
S... ... in an equal degree, who ſignified 
her wishes to her with the greateſt ten- 


I therefore imagined, that the melan- 
choly fate of Clementina had forcibly re- 
curred to-her mind, as she ſaw me alight 
from the chaiſe ; and that her conſequent 


reflections on the premature loſs of ſo be- 


*neficent' a lady, had produced thoſe alarm 


ing ſymptoms which followed. I repeated 


my requeſt to Lady S... , that he would 


n me with an opportunity of ſpeak- 


ing with Cecilia, from whom I expected 


ſome minute particulars, reſpecting my de- 
parted fair-one, that might tend to afford 
me a momentary ray of comfort. She 
very obligingly promiſed to uſe her beſt en- 
deavours, that my wishes might be grati- 


fied; at the ſame time obſerving, that it 
Was Cecilia's cuſtom, towards the even- 


* 
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ing, to take a walk in the garden, alonez 
that she had often followed her; and re- 
marked, that, at thoſe moments, she fre- 
quently was, or had been, shedding tears. 


J therefore waited with impatience till 
the evening 3 but, with its arrival, my 
expectations vanished. She” On too un- 
well to FN her chamber, | | | 


_ © Phis Borne; b howeves + ung 

it may appear; arouſed all my paſt diſqui- 
etudes: my ſoul was racked, at the retro- 
ſpe& of every hateful incident. The un- 
cured wounds of my heart gushed out 

anew. Dorval, and Lord and Lady S. , 
| endeavoured to calm the tumult; but in 
vain: the emotion of my mind was ſo 
great, that frequently I could not expreſs, 
by words, my AE es __ "ROY" at 


1 


tentions. 1 1 | - ny . 


At lan it was time to retire for the 
night; and I was shewn to my apa ment. 
But, alas! I could enjoy no reſt: a thou- 
b 1 ſand 
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ſand circumſtances, in quick ſucceſſion, oc- 
cupied my thoughts, till the morning ap- 
peared; when I aroſe, and haſtened into 
the garden, where a few labourers, were 
1 at work. 


| After e a i time, in 
deep meditation, inſomuch that I hardly 
knew in what part of the globe J was ſitu- 
ated, 1 returned into the houſe, and pro- 
ceeded to- the apartment of Dorval, whom 
I awoke. I deſired him to accompany me, 
purpoſiug to reſume my walk, This 
dear friend, without heſitating a moment, 
acceeded to my requeſt; and we wandered 
together, through the moſt delightful par- 
terre, that the imagination can conceive. 
From hence we proceeded to the bowers 
and the groves; and one of the former, 
which was more concealed than the reſt, 
I particularly admired: the rays of the 
ſun moſt beautifully pervaded the ſurround- 
ing foliage. Swelling as was then my 


heart of grief, how little did I imagine 


that the coming hour would render me 
bead) : the 
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the happieſt of the luman race! in 
this ſilent ſpot, we preſently diſtinguished 
the deep ſighs of a female, who ſeemed to 
be in an adjoining walk. *©* Who can this 
be, my friend?” exclaimed I to Dorval. 
Let us fee, and, if it be poſſible, comfort 
© the fair mourner. We had gone but a 
few paces, when we obſerved a young lady 
at ſome little | diſtance before us, whoſe 
ſteps were ſlow and ſolemn. So faon as 
she heard the ſound of footſteps behind 
her, she turned round; and, ſeeing us, 
uttered a violent. amd _— here to Uu 
NE beck, 

And who was she! ee Hea- 
ven! — CLEMENTINA A! — the adorable 
CLEMENTINA herſelf — CremENTINA; for 
whoſe imagined death I had not yet ceaſed 
to mourn —— CLEMENTINA, whom I had 
conſidered as loſt to me, and to the world, 
for ever! — Joy, tranſport, aſtonishment, 
all ran wildly through my whole frame 
CiemENTINA! was the only word 1 
could pronounce, | and with that magic 

found 
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found echoing on my lips, I fell ſenſeleſs 
into the arms of Dorval, as he was about 
to ſuccour the dear, proſtrate object.of m7 


i W 1 happened fortunately, that all this 


took place at no eat diſtance from the 
houſe.” Some one either heard or ſaw us, 
and ran to inform Lord S . and his 
lady of the circumſtance; who immedi- 
ately came to our aſſiſtance, A general 
ſtare of aſtonishment, indeed, quickly cir- 
culated: throughout the whole, family. 
They conveyed us to an apartment of this 
noble building, where I ſoon found myſelf 
reſtored to the moſt delightful tate of re- 
collection. 2 _ Heaven!” exclaimed L is 
en, then, BR. to me again! 


I. 


q ; | 
Caſting Wy, eyes, 3 1 * | 
my. long-loſt love, as yet unrecovered, in 
the arms of Lady S who had thrown 
herſelf into an arm- chair, the better to ſup- 
$5 pt her. My good. fortune animated me 
1 new ſtrength: 1 threw myſelf at the 


| 4 ; foer 
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feet of Clementina; who, with extreme 
difficulty, was at length recovered. When 
che opened her eyes, and ſaw me proſtrate 
on the floor, before her, she fell back into 
| the arms of Lau $240 - exclaiming, : 
Ah ke Edward? dear Edward leave 


e leave me to, myſelf! ;--- Clementina, 


, degraded and debaſed, is no longer worthy 
« of your notice. | 


1 1 —Clementina!' I replied, 

ring 1 leave you again! -I, who have 
« unceaſingly mourned. your, loſs!--- And 

< do you command me ?--- No! rather let 
me expire at your feet, and end my ſuf- 
5 ferings with my- life! --- Now, that ma- 
J  lignant fate ceaſes to purſue me, ought I 
6 to refuſe the bleſſings of heaven? . 
< view, her, with apathy, whom 1. have 

6 always adored with euthuſiaſm ? Can 1 
< ſee her providenti ally reſtored to me, one 
moment, and fly from her the next? - 
No] my Clementina!---I will never act 
e: o inconſiſtently. Vou are ſpotleſs; you 
. uE committed no crime: unleſs, indeed, 
400 | R it 


my hopes. Every one pre 
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it is criminal to have been more unfortu- 


nate than tlie reſt of woman · Kind. Vo 
have already ſacrificed too largely to 
punctilio. The diſcriminating part of 
mankind are diſpoſed to commiſerate thoſe 
wo ſuffer unavoidable afflictions; and, 
<the- cenſures of the unthinking vinigar, | 
© ought not bo Altate the” boſbm ors inno- 


* cence. hob tt 4 


T again fl at ts Reet ard adduced 
every argument, 'which'the moſt paſſionate 
love could ſuggeſt, to induce her to crown 
reſent dropped the 


tear of complacency, at beholding this in- 


tereſting ſcene 3 this unexpected interview.” 
. Pleaſure, mingled with aſtonishment, was 


obſervable in the countenances of all who 
encircled us. My feelings may probably 
be imagined 3 N cannot An ag 88 
* | 


Clementina looked ſtedfaſtly at me for | 


a few moments, without uttering a word; 


but the fervor with wich che received my 
out- 


CLEMENTINA BEDFORD. 201 


outſtretched hand, imparted to me a con- 
ſiderable share of comfort; 5 and I involun- 
tarily preſſed her's to my 4 in a tumult 
1 e 


My lard m> his amiable lady ſug- 
geſted, that i it would perhaps be adviſcable 
for: U to, quit the apartment for a short 

time; chat Clementina might have leiſure 
to recover from the diſcompoſure which 
chis ſingular event had occaſioned. - I con- 
ſented, though with extreme reluctance; 

as L obſerved that she was yet exceſſivel7 
ditorderecdl. 1 therefore retired, with Dor- | 
val, wha led me into the garden, to enjoy 
dhe reſtoring, gir., 1 , took him by the 
hand, and entreated that he would employ 
that cloquence which rendered him fo ir- 
reſiſtible, to combat and overcome the 
ſcruples of Clementina, , that she might be 
induced to acquieſce with my molt ardent 
wishes. Vou know, my friend,” ſaid 
& © you hab. that she never ſtrove to 
_ © conceal- the pure, the exalted affection, 
6 which she bears me; an affeQion, ſo ad- 
De * R 2 = mira- 


» rt: 
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* mirably refined, that it impelled her to 2 
deſperate fli ght, leſt our purpoſed union, 
© after what had Happened; should caſt an 
< imputation on my character: 2 flight, too, 
that highly endangered my life. She 
© left me, alas! fearing that, if a progeny 
© should be the reſult of our marriage, 
* that hereafter hey mi icht be ceproactied 
with the ignominious fate of her brother. 
o Poſſibly,” 8 continuec J. her fentiments 
© are not yet changed: on the contrary, 4 
fear that she retains: dhe fame dignified 
opinion of honour and deli cacy, with 
© whoſe rigid Gfetates, in the prefent in 
* ſtance,” Fwould' thoff"cliverfiilty diſpenſe. 
1 fear that Ste will refölve to fly from 
« me a ſecond? time; to avoid tlie accept- 
* ance of my hand: a dreadful alternative, 
+ which, if I carmot prevent, hall not be 
« ſylicitous” to "furvive.” 5 Convey to her 
© an idea of what I have alreny endured'; 
and ſay i it has been à comparative ſtate of 
by happineſs, when the future is ae, 

„ She oondinüe err ee 


7 24 8 2 Ti 131 ft bY i: 


— 


7 
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Scarcely had I ended, when we ob- 
ſerved-Lord'S. . . approaching us. I 1 
lew to meet lim, to know the ſituation of A 
my Clementina. He was happy to inform 
me, he ſaid, chat she was again perfectly 
| herſelf. He alſo added, that shortly after I 
had left the apartment, she, but half reco- 
vered, pronounced my name ſeveral times, 
with e tenderneſs; asking Lady 
S. ..., where I then was; and wondering 
that I had left her ſo ſoon. Her lady- 
ship adviſed her to repoſe a little, as che 
ſeemed to ſtand in need of reſt; while she 
aſſured her chat my abſence would be of 
short continuanee, and that I would haſten 
to throw myſelf into her arms. On this, 
Clementina shed a flood of tears, and de- 
elared that it was not permitted her to be- 
toms my bride. That, 0fI his declaration, 
bis lordship Had n ir r wo 
conduct eo er.. _ 


08. 51 ee eee yam 0 01s 


Heavens! ! how fortunately did this 
* end! — Accompanied by my lord 
and Doxval, I haſtened to the preſence of 
F R 3 8 Cle- 
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Clementina. Oh! how lovely did she at 
this moment appear iu my eyes! — She 
fat cloſe. to Lady S. . . their arms en- 
circled in each others. When she ſaw 
me again approach her, she roſe up, and 
came to meet me: I ran to her embrace 
beavens! what an embrace .- How extatic 5 
how ec 1 tt 
| This bliſcful. 8 of the 
ſoul, having ſomewhat ceaſed, J related to 
Her all that had occurred ſince our unſortu- 
nate ſeparation. | I deſcribed my ſufferings, 
and informed her of my illneſs, in conſe- 
quence of the rumour of her death. I ſta- 
ted: the general grief and anxiety of her 
friends, particularly of her aunt and uncle 
Murville; with the death of my dear fa- 
ther. The gloomy detail excited a flood 
of tears from, her. fine eyes. She was, 
above all, forcibly ſtruck at the aden. de- 
ceaſe of my affectionate parent. I took 
this opportunity of renewing my ſolicita- 
tions: Dear Clementina!' I exclaimed, 
© it. now remains with. th to render me 
a 6. the. 
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«the moſt happy, or the moſt miſerable, of 
© human beings. My recent inquietudes 
have affected you: and can you reſolve 
then to aggravate. my deſpair? Should 
vou perſiſt in oppoſing my ſupremeſt 
wish, I shall no longer ſtrive to oppoſe 
the torrent that will inevitably overwhelm 
© me!“ I threw myſelf at her feet, and 
impaſſionately beſeeched, that she would 
forego thoſe unneceſſary ſcruples, which 
impeded our mutual happineſs. — She was 
greatly agitated; and, after a. momentary 
filence, she ay aſſiſted me to riſe; 
ſpeaking thus: Ah! Edward, it ſeems 
« as if fate had once more willed our union. 
But, O God! what, than shame, can re- 
„ ſult from ſuch nuptials! — Why wilt 
you not exert that greatneſs of ſoul, that 
fſublimity of thought, for which you are 
6. diſtinguished, and ceaſe, voluntarily ceaſe, 
+ to purſue ſo hopeleſs a paſſion. I fled, 

that you might forget me, and my mis- 
_ © fortunes; or, at leaſt, if. that were impoſ- 
t ſible, that the propriety” of the motives 
has that occaſioned my ſeceſſion, might even- 
| © tually 
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*.\tudlly afford you a rational share of com- 
fort. But, though I forced myſelf from 
vou, as I imagined, for ever, ſtill did I 
ſedulouſly preſerve your dear portrait, 
« which, daily, diſpenſed me comfort, as 
J preſſed it to my lips, or ſprinkled it 


r with my tears! Let this mark of my 
5 affection for you ſuffice: let me entreat 


vou to deſiſt! Clementina earneſtly begs 
that, from henceforth, you will no more 


* ſpeak to her in the language of love. — 


* Virtue, honour, your future welfare, the 
cenſures of the: judging world, all ftimu- 
late ine to prohounce the painful, but 
6 indifpenſable injunction. Inſtead of bear- 
© ing the title of your Wife, 1 Shall be 


« ſufficiently happy to be conſidered as | 


your Friend — in the pureſt ſenſe of the 
Laban [CIT OR at 13 10 3] EE 80 
neee e, td bn e YG 
Folk No! my ClementingP. I: replied; 
| ata but Death can henceforward di- 
© vide us! Let us therefore no longer de- 
lay to interchange our vos at the altar. 
0 ou 1 conſonant * pu- 
« rity 
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« ſee me expire at your feet? 
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© rity of. your mind; ; but, to an adorer 


© like: me, they are not convincing. Let 


us no longer protract the conſummation 


of our engagements, if you would not 


Lord S.. . . his amiable conſort, 


and Dorval, added their ſolicitations to 


mine: on which the adorable girl, after a 
hort pauſe, requeſted: that I would allow 
her a few hours for re-conſideratien. Eſ- 


teeming this a favourable omen, I em- 
braced her with tranſport. © Heavens! 
cried I, in broken accents, * you shall not, 
vou cannot, Clementine, any longer refuſe 


to heal the wounds of my heart! — to 


« raiſe me, the moſt dejected of human 
< beings, to the ſupremeſt ſtate wh "i | 


6G. city! 4 | 2410 


It was at this time about eleven in 
the morning: Lady S.. . therefbre re- 
minded Clementina, that it was neceſſary 
to repair to the toilette; while my lord 
invited me and Dorval to walk with him 

1 
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in the park. Intoxicated with joy, I ac- 
companied theſe worthy friends; and, in 
our return, we reſted awhile in the alcove, 
where the ſyn of my happineſs emitted the 
firſt ray. T took this opportunity-of giv- 
ing his lordship a full detail of all that had 
befallen Clementina and myſelf; without 
palliating the offences, or concealing the 
fate, of Henry Bedford. And he was 
greatly affected arthe melancholy narrative. 


os As we from co proceeded to the 
ſummer-houſe, Clementina and Lady S. 
came to meet us. een wn opr gs nnen 
ang. - Receive, Sins coun me, your Cle 

+:mentina! ' — May you enjoy the moſt 
perfect happineſs in wean g of 05 
* other! | 45 


„I ould pot, for a'moment, iifle the 
4ranſports 'of, my Wale. Heaven! 
+ Clementina! -----" cried; I, do you, 
then, confent t to be mine for ever?“ 


1 ſeized her — on it a 
| thou- 


thouſand kiſſes. Ah! dear Edward, 
replied: this heavenly girl, could I perſiſt 
© jn- refuſing you my hand, who have ſuf 
« fered ſo much in the endeavour to obtain 


it! — Our meeting was at leaſt ſingular, 
« if not providential; and, certainly, 1 


could not have Jurvived A ſecond ſepa- 
a 1.5980 Ro I. 


| «/ Adorable Clementina!ꝰ I anſwered, 


< henceforth I will live only for you!“ 


Every one preſent partook feelingly 
of our joy. This day of extaſy, of bliſs, 
can never be blotted from my memory. 
I a Happy 9. was it * me! 


At ; length, the hour of Ann ; eig 
come, Lord S. politely eſcorted Cle- 
mentina; while I, with equal attention, 
conducted her Iadyslip to the dining-room. 


I now found myſelf once more in 2 
circle of dear friends --- Clementina, Dor- 
_ and Lord and Lady S. . I im- 

bibed 
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bibed a ſincere, regard for the two latter, on 
firſt ſeeing them. Indeed, their general 
conduct, i is fitted to win the eſteem of every 
body. Now did I fondly. picture to myſelf 
long years of coming BapPingſs, w Wuch'y no- 
thing could impoſe, bak Seaths,. | 
«$6431 Dir SEES WOSLE ICE. $64), © 
Lord 8. 3 3 us to contintie 
with him till after the celebration of our 
nuptials; and we accepted his friendly offer 
with the trueſt heart-felt TGA. 7 


48324. diſpatched my ſervant, the vert 
morning, with a letter to the good Marquis 
D. in which I communicated to him 
all that had occurred ſince our departure 
from his ſeat. I alſo, at the ſame time, 
ſent to the inconſolable Mr. Murville, in- 
forming him of my accidental interview 
with mn --- Clementina wrote to 


. — 


fam e 


ous 115 the 6 evening, ſeveral of his me 8 
neighbouring friends paid him a viſit; and 


3 
4 
. L 


it 
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it was diverting to obſerve. the filent aſto- 
nishment which: they manifeſted, on ſeeing 
the lady's-maid fitting ſo familiapty-at.table. 
with her. miſtreſs. Lady S. . 5. kept 
them in ſuſpenſe for a. sbort time, and / in- 
creaſed her attentions towards Clementina: 4 
after which, she gave them the outlines of: 
our . hiſtory, and ,obligingly ſaid ob MN 
young lady was her Sane Fe. 50 
1 115f T6 * 
e ms convinced. all. — 
were preſent, that she r 
rior to the character which she had aſſumed: 
and, diveſted:of partiality, which too often 
narrows our perceptions, I may juſtly. fay,; 
that she eclipſed all the females. who, ſur- 
rounded her, as well in the acuteneſs of 
her converſation, as in perſonal loyelineſs. 


But, in juſtice to. thoſe ladies, I muſt ob-, 


ſorve,, that, they ſeemed to; be gonſcious of. 
her pre-eminent. endowments; vile Ou: 
Frmpathiſee i in her wee. | 


Por yiti molly 1 « HOU vic oma 


| Lane ares +; 53 tbayjobs 
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It: is now fourteen days ſines this happy 


 difcovery took place. Veſterday was the 


time appointed for the celebration of our 
niiptials ; and the ceremony was perform- 
ed, with all conſiſtent privacy, in his lord- 
ship's chapel. This day of triumph and 
happineſs, was cheerfully paſſed in the ſo- 
ciety of a few choſen friends: among whom 
was the worthy Marquis D.. The 
ſatisfaction which this venerable man ex- 
preſſed on ſeeing Clementina, whom he 
Was pre-difpoſed to admire; is beyond my 
powers of deſcription.” It was ſd inten- 
ſive, that the tears rolled down his cheeks, 
while his tongue, 5 a _ 2G, _ oy 
A hues utteranee. | 


gr „„ „„ tj; 74 T 


Now am L Wan the; nnen! 


as e Anm, of mortals: even my 


paſt diſappointments give a zeſt to my pre 
ſent felieity.- Felicity! It is a ſtate of 
bleſſedneſs more than terrene ! for am I not 
indiſſolubly united to her whom my ſoul 


adored? to her, in whom I daily diſcover 


__ new 
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new attractions, new n new incite- 
wenge menen 1251 8 


F, 
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We yet remain-at * ſeat of Lord 


Sas: the in the courſe of a few days, 
we purpoſe, to ſet. out for the reſi- 
dence of the good Marquis, where, for the 
preſent at leaſt, ir is Our 1 to re- 
main. 


- Lord and Lady S... are added to 
che number of our friends; and they have 
kindly, promiſed to accompany us to the 
end of our journey, and alſo to OI" 
n EH, Tit x. ber 


e vale 1 We a 


oy Clementina relate the narrative of what 


befel her, after she fled from her friends! 
I have, my dear Sir, incloſed you a copy 
of it, taken from the original, as written 
by herſelf to iba her a intimate com- 
pan ion... 


Needed we | received leder f ind 
Tis S - Mrs. 
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Mrs. Murvills and from Julia [expreſſive 
of their unbounded joy! at heating” that the 
rumour of Clementina's death was ill- 


funded. They purpoſe to make us a vi- 


ſit in the eourſe of the enſuing Leht— Oh! 
- what a glorious proſpect have I before me 
How will this interview increaſe the hap- 
pineſs of my angelic bride! And how 


will her ſatisſactions add to mine! 


— 


It is true, that we wal Bier ahacly 
l by the hand of Misſortune; but, 
at length, am not I. is not Clementina 
i moſt amply recompenſed ba- The loſb of 


that eſteem which slie ſo“ mueh dreaded, 


was merely a chimera; which, though pro- 
ductive of temporary diſquietude/ Has con- 
tributed th embelksh the — f yt of | 


les nen seat ri Mb e 


I cannot. n Went, 0 avoid: lamenting, 


| * ſeeret, that my father Was not an eye- 
witneſs of this happy reverſe of fortune! 


— 80 good a man, ſo kind a parent, in the 


full poſſeffion of all his faculties, unim- 


2 r - 
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* by age, and a ſtranger to diſeaſe, till 
the period of his/diſfolution {4-Heartrend- 
ing ſeparation! cruel Death !—ButImuſt 
refrain: for as it is not permitted us to 
penetrate into- the deſi Igns of Providence, 
it is our duty to bend to its diſpenſations, 
however ſeemingly een to our calcu- 


lations of Air eee ; 
o Ra | 
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2 as crit yu oy , 


HER ee 


ADDRESSED To HER FRIEND JULIA. 


SEE here, then, my dear. 
Julia, the Narrative which I promiſed you 
in my laſt letter; a narrative which brings 
tears into my eyes, and interrupts, for a- 
while, the current of my felicity. 
Do not imagine, though for ſome - 
months I have ceaſed to correſpond with 
vou, 


- 7 14 | * 23 
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you, that my affection has undergone the 
ſmalleſt, change, or ,dimigution..,, No, my 
dear friend! - Often did:I fancy myſelf in 
your preſence;ʒ, often did I ſgemingly ſpeak 
to you; Wan es A 
* did wren d nn COR” 
id yo 38:35 0 9101 

5 1 You know that. my Edward is deſcend · 
ed from a noble family; and that chere are 
yet liying, ſeveral of. his high minded rela- 
tions, who derive their happineſs from 
diguity of birth, and the extenſion of poſ- 
ſeſſions. Having, therefore, nothing to 
adducę in favour of my anceſtry, but their 
virtues; enjoying but a ſlender portion of 
riches 5 and, involved in my brother's dis- 
| grace; 135 1 anticipated their cenſures of a 

marriage, under all theſe worldly diſadvan- 
tages; and, in fine, reſolved to ſtrengthen 
myſelf againſt the poſſibility of female ir- 
reſolution, by withdrawing from the reach 
of my loyer. But, WH, Athen, you will 
doubtleſs ſay; why not inform a tender- 
n u eee 2 dom 


O _ * : "as 


that was the.conſideration, which oceaffon · 
e the bittereſt pangs that I endured; that 
early diſſolved me in my tears. The love 
which united me to yo and thoſe dear res 
tions; often weakened, and nearly over- 
came, my purpoſe... One moment did I re- 
folve to confide all my deſigns to your 
ſnpathifing boſom; but then, again, was 
I intiraidated by the fear, that conipaſſion 
for the unhapp Edward might” wer arg 
youito fruſtrate my intentions. | FO 


tor to % Sl be Tt to 70 


FP IO myſelf, dess bs Samer to 
my with the moſt painful caution $- with a 
caution that even required the ad df arti- 
fee; in leaving che noble. minded, the ge. 
nerdus Edward, and all thoſe who Loved 
me. I eopceived it to be the only- prac- 
ticabl remedy chat remained, not only to 
affordmy: on mind tranquillity; but to 
blot out my'misfartumes from che memory 
d moſe Mh, ufd nor feflect bn fem 


wich indifferencel IT was not ua 
with the ſalutary ee which imei ab. 
— 9 the human nd. 

$: I hops, 
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I hope, dear Julia; that, however you 
0 condemn my motives, that your phi- 
8 Unthropy' will wenne Jour to pardon 1 


indiſeretion itſelf,” C1043 TEE 22154 
544 5:9! 111 


| Edu end me, by letter, that 
1 father had, a ſecond time, conſented to 
our nuptials; and that he should, in a few 
days, throw himſelf into my. arms. Hea- 
vens! how ſeverely did I ſuffer, on receiv- 
ing this intimation! Ofien did I, trem- 
bling, take up the pen, to bid him an eter- 
nal farewel; and as often fell it from my 
and. At dength, however, my previous 
reſolution toishun his addreſſes, enhbled me | 
to accoinplish the iagoniting..task, i 115; 
i to Stud mms oft 11 bid 191 07 
I choſo the next morning for my de; 
-parture5 and therefore: intimated to my 
dear aunt,: that it was my intention tu ſtay 
with you for a few days. I freeze at the 
recollection of this momenitous peribd, that 
Ixever expected to ſurvive.- The painful 
neceſſity of impoſing on ſuch tender rela- 
wues, added anguish to every other oyer- 
whelming 


( 
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whelming thought. — When. the hour 
approached that was to date my flight, I 
often thought that the Perturbation, which 
I could not conceal ; that my tears, which 
involuntarily flowed; would manifeſt the 
falſity of. my pretences. ..'. I feared, left I 
thould betray: myſelf; incur the shame 
f mene leave 
n b 
C Ai 
T been frewel of m = 
bed of W had ſtrongly eee Ker 
herſelf to my favour. The words faltered 
but the .goodneſs of my friends led them 
to recur back, for the latent cauſe of it. 
Oh! Heaven! that I could forget what I 
ſufferedꝭ hen Mr. Murville nts 
8 ee b ol, 


** eee 2 1 rethaves 
sens travelled for ſome hours, 
without knowing, and without conſidering, 
| F 1 ſcarcely knew if I were 
Dise * 
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ploughing the foaming billows, or travel: 
ling, more ſecurely, on the shore. ..... 
ed Sbovel a3 Mt length, arriving at the 
village where T had previouſly ordered my 
guide to halt, 1 fortunately collected my 
ſcattered ſenſes; and ordered him to alight, 
and procute me a careful porter, to carry 
my trunk, which contained'a ſmall part f 
my cloachs, and about one hundred and 
fifty pounds, in money and valuables. 
When tlie porter came, I diſcharged my 
conductor, after giving him letters to my 
reſpective friends, which I ow wikicn the 
preceding ah OS Pee 8 

5 P eie 
I now beheld nyt alone in- the 
world: there was no one near, to pity tr 
upbraid me. I was divided from all who 
were dear to me: they, too, were uncon⸗ 
ſcious of the deciſive meaſures which I 
had purſued, When I reflected on the 
dangers which yet | hovered around me, 
I dezoutly beſeeched Heaven to cut afun- 
der my thread of hateful exiſtence; but, 
in vain,” 


When 


3 
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15 When we had loſt, ſight of, my;guide 


I asked, the good man, who, carried my! 
trunk, to conduct me to an inn in the moſt 


retired quarter of, the Village, Where I 
might reſt for a few, hours. . He led me 
to a place that accorded . with: my wishes: 
Ven 1 fel into a cha in füch an ago of 


wind, that, I firmly believed my lat Hour 
was at hand. I am truly aſtonished at che 


courage, which, in a short time, ſucceeded 
theſe moments of | deſpondency,: and: id 
we. to fn. 1 wit ns 13311 ase 4 


ot : 3 
81 44 1 's 


The fear Chong ov; now wi 
ſuperior to every other conſideration. [ 


therefore. reſolved to leave this place wi h- 
out loſs. of time; and for that purpoſe de- 
' fired | that a A, poſt-chaiſe might | be Procured 
Mh all copveutent expedition, to . 


pete Mm | irt 3911999113 yo 2 2 51 


1 


N 063-- [39 


T was, no ler ſeated in He e chaiſe, 
than deſpair again overpowered m heart; 


Wein the; conſequences, of hat, bad 
done, often did I * on returning to 


I my 


1631 I | * 
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my relations. But the fear of meeting my 
dear Edward, as often diſconcerted the im- 
mature reſolution. | 1 felt myſelf incom- 
petent to withſtand tis perſuaſions. I 
dreaded, what I now admire; 5 his urbauity, 
his expanded ſoul, his generoſity 3 in short, 
every g good quality that ennobles mankind. 
I knew. myſelf unworthy of his love, and 
therefore could. not ſummon. uſficient cou- 
rage to give him a perſonal refuſal, Con- 
vinced as I was, that he would ſacrifice 
every conſideration that oppoſed an alliance 
with me, how could I hope that my ſlender 
arguments would prevail! And, in my 
then ſtate of mind, an acquleſcence would 
have added to my miſery | without detrace- 
ing from his. 


l 


Tornenting myſelf with theſe, and a 


thouſand other reflections, of equal im- 


| Portance, I arrived at M.... before I ima- 
gined the journey to have been half com- 
pleted, It was, however. ten 0 clock; ; and, 
alter ſiting down to a repaſt, rather to 
comply * che uſage of the Place, than 

T from 


—  =< pn, ut 
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from any indication of hunger, I was- n | 
to retire to· bed; when a carriage driving 
furiouſly up the yard, 1 was ſtruck with 
the. moſt lively dread, that it was my un- 
cle, or probably Edward, i in purſuit of me. 
My heart throbbed violently ; I trembled; 
and, with extreme anxiety, waited the eclair- 
ciſſement. If all this,” thought I. be 
© the reſult of a ſimple indiſcretion, what 
< muſt the unhardened guilty feel, in the 
« moments of terror and distruſt!“ 


Vit Poti; as I then thought, my 
apprehenſions proved illuſory. But the 
poſlibility of the circumſtance, made ſo for- 
cible an impreſſion on my mind, that J or- 
dered fresh horſes to be inſtantly got ready 5 
aud, at midnight, I again commenced my 
: adventurous journey. At fix in the morn- 
ing, I came to W. ., where a motherly 
woman, of à good Tharacter, reſided, whom 
it was my; intention to .conſult. She kept 
a perfumer's shop 3 and often travelling 
that road with my dear father, I had con- 


fan) y purchaſed articles of her, at his par- 
| | ticular 


Su ee e bee. S N N rere „re We TP 1 1 
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ticular inſtance; as, he ſaid, he had known 
her husband, and was convinced that the 
widow merited encouragement. -.. I there- 


fore determined to requeſt that, if she could 


not afford, she would at leaſt procure, me 


a private lodging; coneeiving, that it would 


be highly improper, on many accounts, to 
continue at an inn, eſpecially unattended. 
My youth, and: ſex, forbade the adoption 
of ſuch a meaſure, Having nothing far- 


ther, therefore, to conſider. on this ſubject, 
3 ordered the coachman to ſet me down at 


1. That was her name. 


This worthy. woman, to 1 
infinite obligations, no ſooner ſaw me, as I 
alighted, than she ran to meet me, with 
open arms: but her aſtonishment was great 


_.at ſeeing me alone. I told her that I was 
come, to ſolicit her advice; and immediately 


hurried into the parlour. However, in at- 


tempting to ſpeak, my full heart diſcharged 
itſelf in a flood of tears; and it was a con- 
ſiderable time before I could proceed. 
At laſt, I ſaid, that death had ſnatched my 


1 allec⸗ 
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affectionate father from me; that, through 
A ſeries of loffes, and un avoidable expences, 
my patrimony was involved ; that I was left 
nearly deſtitute; that my native place was 
become hateful in my fight; and that, there- 
fore, 1 had reſolved to ſeek an afylum, that 
would not fo often, and 0 Wee re- 
ming we neg che ns | 


Mrs. Holbin moſt kindly requeſted r me - 
to acceptan apartment in her houſe; which, 
you may imagine, 1 did not refuſe. =T im- 
mediately changed my name to that of Ce- 
cilia . . . z and enjoined the good woman 
not to make known my reſidence to any 
perſon whatever, on any account, or on 


125 Ne 5 

1 Having thus far ſucceeded in my 
wishes, and deſigns, I found myſelf ſtrong- 
ty diſpoſed to ſleep; and, for a few hours, 
my cares ſi ubſided, and my misfortunes dif- 
appeared. But there is one eommon de- 
'& in our natures: the accomplishment ef 
1 ban 6bject either rd us, or increaſes: Pl 
g new. 


_ 


. 
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net deſſre. So L- having obtained a peace- 
ful and reputable aſylum, the uncertainty 
of which had occaſioned no ſmall share of 
my previous uneaſineſs---no ſooner awoke, 
and found my{&f under the protecting roof 
of a friend, than I afimilated, in my mind, 
| every idea that was calculated to render me 

deſperate. I counted my little ftock of 
wealth, and reckoned the days and months 
that it would probably laſt: and from this 
view of it, after admitting of contingencies, 
and a few preſents to the truly unfortunate, 
to thoſe who pine in ſecret, I found it im- 
dequate. to a- life of independence. At 
length, however, I determined to conſult 
Mrs. Holbin on the practicability of obtaining 
fome oor ro at my needle,. | 3 1 


Eight days after iy bent T'was at- 
tacked with a violent fever, which com- 
pelled me inftantly to take my bed. It 
increaſed every day; till, as che end of the 
ſeventh, my medical attendants gave me 
over. Mrs. Holbim ſcarcely ever left my 
v0 endeavouring to afford me all the 
4 T3 relief 
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relief in her power; and to flatter me with 
indications of amendment, at ſuch times 
as L was capable of liſtening to her. But, 
in thoſe intervals, I inwardly, imiled at 
death. I was prepared to meet its 
arrow, rather with tranſport than reluctance. 
I conſidered it to be the only cure for my 
cCorporeal and mental. afflictions. — Three 
Whole weeks I lay, in the moſt lamentable 
condition; an apparent victim to the grave. 
The skill of the faculty, and the power of 
medicine, had been exerted , without any 
obvious effect; and “ to be, or not to be,” 
depended wholly on the revolutions of na- 
ture. It is not unuſua 9 1. have heard, for 
this diſeaſe, to produce its own remedy: 
at leaſt, ſo it was in my caſe; for, after the 
phyſicians had ceaſed to preſcribe, a change 
took place, and I gradually recovered: but, 
for, a. long time, I remained exceſſiyely 
weak. For this unexpected prolongation 
of, life,. I conceive: myſelf ta be indebted 
to. Mrs. Holbin, who, e me in no- 
en, 1 eee EEE: 71+ 
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Alas! thought I, fot what was my 9 
life ſpared? The expences of my illneſs, þ 
had confuſed my economical arrangements; | 
all that J poſſeſſed, could but toe: eafily 

| be. computed: and to ask for more, would { 
ruin my project. The dread, therefore, of 

being shortly compelled to accept of ſome 

very: ſubordinate ſituation, added to every | 
other agoniſing pang.  «: Heaven eu. MF 
claimed I often; © I, who formerly were 


* ſubmit to be ſlighted and contemned Y—- j 
. L-imagined, that every one would view me 1 
with ſuſpicion and distruſt, and legibly 9 


. 


read my debaſement in my countenance. 
And, as I had reſolved not to divulge the 
nature of my misfortunes, nor the cauſe of 
my ſervility, who could ſay to what an 
alarming extent my offences would be ex- 
aggerated? Calumny is a foul fiend, who 
indiſcriminately attacks, and pierces, the in- 
brow?: In vain was the friendly condo- 
lence of Mrs. Holbin, when she. ſaw me a 
99 prey 


* TL 


+ * * 
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prey to cboſe bitter tefle@ions. ' One day, 
m particular, she came into my apartment, 
ſtiſting ide big tear of compaſſion. She. 
took me pathetically by the hand, ſaying, 
AW! my. dear young lady, you. ſeem to 
have other aſflictions than thoſe you have 
ediſcloſed- Vou know how partial I am 
% you; how much I eſteem you; and 
he magnitude of my obligations to you 
and your family. I beſeech you, there- 
*6-fore,. in the name of heaven! to conceal 
mottung from me. Open your heart, as 
Sto a boſom friend; nay, as to a fond mo- 
ther. b:Calfuns, henbaſbrid, by that ten- 
der name. Let me enjoy your confi- 
© deneeyiamd 1 you. * me a 


eee irn gr 2 
163 1 03 CER | 
* This: worthy! . me 


n eat affsction and wwatered my 
boſom with her tears: nor was I able to 
reſtrain my o.]; for I wanted words to 
convey to her a ſenſe of my gratitude. — 
— Tiſbbbed, almoſt unintelligibly, 

Ke give you that title; * 5 


CLEMENTINA BEDFORD. 231 
be my mother; and I will, from this 
moment, beeome your daughter. No- 
© thing will conceal from you':. all, all, 
© chall you know. -- am the moſt unfor- 
tunate, the moſt miſerable being, that ever 
© ſaw the light, that ever walked upon the 
earth“ My ſighs, my ſobs, would 
hot permit me to ſay more; we remained 
for ſome minutes in F Rrng in 
n 309 27h 


- | ; 


Heavens T what e commfie | 
does the troubled boſom experience, when 


it can impart its ſorrows to a friend ] How 
does it meſioratè che wounded heart of ſen - 
ſibility ! They who cannot feel, or who 
mock, the diſtreſſes of others, are impro- 
perly denominated human beings. And 
thoſe who can betray a faered confidence 
repoſect in them, would, if placed by Na- 
ture in a Ahn excel the tigreſs in acts of 
horror! However, we fometimes meet 
with fincetliys and -it: xenders: ys al nr 
prey to decept ion 


Ii im- 
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I F imparted to Mrs. Holbin all thoſe 
ſecrets which 1 had reſolved to hide from 
the prying. world; nor had 1 ever the 
fmalleft reaſon to repent the confidence 
which 1 placed in her. She was endued 
with a foul; formed for pity. and compaſ- 
ſion. Often was I compelled to ſtop, as E 
related my difinal tale, that she might dry 
up the flowing tears, and reſtrain the la- 
bouring ſigh; but particularly when I men- 
tioned Valcourt as the cauſe of my bro- 
i DT er ore pot, 

1011 4 NoP: cried she, when I had ended, 
you hall never leave me, while heaven 
6-preſerves my: health, My dear Cecilia, 
© my daughter, shall know no Want * 
0 1 „ eee 


Ji * 


- Graitade and chankfulnes filed my 


. gs * pie and wa- 
ered it with my tears. So much was- J 
Overcome, and aſtonished, at her ſignal ge- 
neroſity, that I could not otherwiſe expreſs 
SEL my 
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my feelings. —— What a humane, what 
a liberal heart, did Mrs. Holbin | poſſeſs? 


If the wealthy, and the great, can equal, 


moſt certainly they cannot ſurpaſs, this 
good woman, in the nn "Oy 
| _ and yam 


1 eln her to. diſetoſe to 8 
curſe of ther ſingular emotion, at the men- 
tion of Valcourt's name. © Atthis requeſt 
che appeared to be greatly embarraſſed 3 
and it was after much heſitation that sie 
replied, Alas! my Cecilia, 1 for- 
„ merly lived as houſkeeper to his un- 
widower. The young man was chen at 
the Univerſity; where he ran into the 
wildeſt exceſſes of diſſipation; inſomuch 
that the liberal allowance which he re- 


© ceived every quarter, was wholly incom- 


£ petent to his demands. Often had 1 
© oecaſion to obſerve the unhappineſs of 
the good old gentleman on this account. 
* Every letter which he ſent, contained a 


* requeſt for fresh ſupplies. Once, in par- 
« ticular, 


"4 
* 
1 
| 
12 
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5; ticular; deſiring a larger ſum than uſual, 
« his father came to no determination ou 


the ſubject for ſeveral days. At length, 


* reflecting perhaps, that the want of mo- 
ney might precipitate a gay young man 
< into unjuſtifiable meaſures, he reſolved 
to comply with his requeſt. For this 


_ © purpoſe, he ſealed up the gold in a ſmall 


+ leather bag, and alſo inclofed a letter: 
but witir the purport of it I am unac- 
s quainted. He, no doubt, admonished 
him to reform, on pain of his laſting diſ- 


+, pleFre.| A truſty ſervant, whom my 


& maſter had shortly before engaged, was 


diſpatched with it on horſeback, and or- 


s dered to uſe as much expedition as poſ- 
© ſible. But, dreadful to ſay.! when the 
poor fellow reached Newmarket Heath, 
he was ſtopped; by a highwayman, who 
demanded his money. The man, fear- 

© ing; that the loſs: of the property which 
he had in charge, might impeach his cha- 
© rater, at firſt refuſed io obey the ruffian- 
like ſummons; but receiving the contents 


= 


+ of a piſtal in his body, he fell from the 


horſe, 
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horſe, and became an eaſy prey to the 
free · booter, who rifled his pockets, 10 
© then left him for dead. 


; « This Public San this n 

was  Valcourt! —— He returned to Ox- 
ford, unnoticed and unperceived by any 
one; and haſtened to his chamber, to 
examine the booty which he had thus 

* villainouſly acquired. But how great 
was his ſurpriſe, his. confuſion, on dil- 
covering, annexed to the gold, a letter 
- _ addreſſed to himſelf, in the hand-writing 


6 of his father! As no one was an eye- 


6 witneſs of his behaviour at this moment, 
„it is impoſſible to form a true idea of 
what he felt, any otherwiſe than by the 
: ſubſequent meaſures which he purſued: 
for he shortly afterwards fled his native 
country, and took refuge in France. 


© Fortunately, the wounds of the ſer- 
« vant did not prove mortal. He was taken 
* up by ſome humane travellers, and con- 

* veyed to a Place of ſafety; where, by 
U ö 
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« the exertions of a very eninent furgeon, 
© his life was miraculouſly er 
This melancholy incident n 
* fected the good old gentleman; who 
published the offer of a conſiderable re- 
ward to thoſe who might apprehend the 
* foul offender: but in vain; no one could 
trace him; no one even ſulpectod, chat 
Valcourt had aſſumed the diſguiſe of a 
* highwayman to obtain what was indiſpu- 
tably his own. His ſudden 'difappear- 
* ance was univerſally attributed to the 
pecuniary embarraſsments in which he 
was involved. In fact, he became the 
object of pity, rather than of distruſt; be- 
* cauſe if this event had not taken place, 
it was evident, that his neceſſities would 
f have been 2 88815 ak 


5 | Aer an interval of three months, 
* Valcourt ſent his father a letter, dated 
© from Paris, which unravelled the fatal 
4 myſtery. Ifoundit by accident, ſome Kyys 


© afterward, in removing ſome papers; and 
"Wn 
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© my curioſity, which I do not now con- 
« ſider to have been juſtifiable, prompt 
me to take a copy of it. I have it yet 
* in my pofleſhon; and, as you have ſi f- 
« fered ſo very ſeverely through the vile- 
« neſs of this wicked libertine, I will shew 
it you. But to no other perſon, not even 
to Mr. Holbin, dg 1 ever diſcloſe this 
6 tranſaction,? 5 


Mes. Holbin leſt me, involved in aſton- 


ichment; as well at the baſeneſs of the mon- 
ſter, who had ſpread deſolation throughout 


our once happy family, as at the extraor- 
dinary manner in which this finishing trait 
of his character came to my knowledge. 
« Surely,” thought I, if my dear, miſer- 


able, ill-fated Henry, had known this, 


nis ruin would never have been accom- 
5 plished! 


The ſpeedy return of Mrs. Holbin, 
prevented me from ſinking under the in · 
uence of theſe heart-rending reflections. 
This i is the letter to which she alluded. 

| U 2 2 N no- 
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hne HONOURED: * 

0 MY ſudden removal 
from Oxford, and my filence till this pe- 
riod, originated in motives which I dread 
_ * to diſcloſe. Alas! you will abhor me; 
I have forfeited all pretenſions to your 
* favour; I cannot hope your forgiveneſs. 
+ I am every thing that is vile !---I am 
© the aſſaſſin, who robbed, and who shot, 

« your ſervant! --- My foul is on the rack 
to know if he fell 4 ſacrifice to my eri- 
* min} impatience. - Oh!] ho honeſtly 
« reſolute was he, in the defence of his 

* truſt ! what a miſcreant J, in not relying | 


* oN your 1 e 8 


SF the worthy man be yet alive, may 
I venture to beg, that, if you cannot par- 
don, you will at leaſt pity me; that you 
< will conſider my inexperience; and fa- 
* vour me with your advice, reſpecting my 
future conduct in life, If you refuſe, 
f 3 will follow at my heels; 
ä perdi- 
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« perdition will devour” me. Oh! by 
chat ſtrange infituation' was J poſſeſſed! 
Nothing, I truſt but the neceſlities of a 
© Gameſter, could have inſtigated me to al- 
« leviate them in ſo- inhuman a manner. — 
What a ſignal punishment attended the 
immediate commiſſion of the crime! The 


ingenuity of torture could not invent 
s more exquiſite pangs than thoſe I have 


* endured, May this conſideration have 
ſome influence on my dear father's hu- 


© manity! Above all, may it induce him. 


© to keep this TIO 2 erer ſe- 
6 cret: 13 — 


e Good Mr. Valcourt was ſtrangely 
& affected at the contents of this letter; 
his ſurpriſe and his concern were ſelf 
evident. However, he did not heſitate 
to pardon his ſon, as the ſervant was hap- 
* pily recovered; and, dreading*the recol- 
lection of the former delay, he remitted 


c him a draft om à banker in Paris, with 


orders to return home as ſoon as he had 
received it. Valcourt complied with 
* e 1 3 5 0 che 
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© the will of his father; and, on his arrival, 

< the old gentleman: kept him in cloſe con- 
« ference for ſeveral hours: during which 
time, I believe, he ſeverely reproved 
© his atrocious conduct; for I afterwards 
noticed him very earneſt in fashioning 
his countenance to its accuſtomed ſtar- 
dard, that the ſervauts might not ſuſpect 
him io ſtand in need of chaſtiſement. 


F „„ IFRS SN, s 

.) + His father ſettled fifty pounds a year 

on the poor man, independent of his ſa- 

< lary; and I have heard that Valcourt, 

| * ſince the death of his good parent, has 
* aſlifted him to become maſter of the 

principal inn at B...... .: but whether he 

- was prompted to this act of juſtice, by 

the beſt or the worſt of motives, I cannot 

« determine. Ta e 


5 Alas! * 8 _ 3 

0 ſay, that your brother had been ſeduced 

by this unprincipled libertine! I de- 
plore, but am not ſurpriſed, at the lamen- 

< table. conſequences which have enſued! 

Happy, 
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Happy, happy would it be. for other 


young men of fortune, if they knew his 
character! But his manner is ſo ſpe- 


© cious; his converſation ſo enticing; and 

„many of his actions ſo ſeemingly gene- 

srous; that he ſcarcely reer the ur. 
erer cauſe of distruſt. 


| Here Mrs.  Holbin ended à narrative 
which I little expected to hear; and which 
recalled all my affection for the ill-fated 
Henry, who now appeared leſs guilty in 
my eyes. ©, Valcourt,? ſaid I, was the 
* CAUSE of all; and my brother, in com- 
pariſon of him, was innocence itſelf Y— 
But how different their deſtiny ! Val- 
court yet prowls. about the world in tri- 
umph! and both ſexes are alike his prey. 
— Let me drop this ſubje& for ever. It 
is eſſential to my peace, and to the * 
neſs: 8 my dear Edward. 


Though 1 was ene recovered of 
the fever, I till felt its attendant effects. 


But, notwithſtanding, I directed my atten- 
gant tion 


5 

? 
x 
: 
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tion towards the means of procuring: a fu- 
ture ſubſiſtence; reſolving not to bewholly 
dependent on the generoſity of Mrs. Hol- 
bin, whom I was ſcarcely able to recom- 
penſe for her paſt ſervices. I therefore 
took an early opportunity of requeſting; 
that she would endeavour to procure me a 
ſituation as Lady's Maid, in ſome reſpecta- 
ble family; and threatened to leave Her, at 
all events, if she would not n _ 
my HI ee . 


his a woman could not re: 
tits from tears, at the bare mention of a 
ſeparation. She tried to convince me that 
I could obtain more than a ſufficiency at 
my needle; and urged me to nde a 2 
. e N n | 


(III * 1 WITNESS 1 at 
length conſented to continue with her-; 


and Idiligently devoted my{elf to ſuch work 
as She procured from her friends. But it 
was not long, ere I diſcovered, that this 
excellent woman had contrived to over- 
R rate. 
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rate the pace: of my labour, that I might 
not conſider myſelf to be obligated to 
her. This delicate inſtance of affection, 
embarraſſed me exceedingly; I wept, at 
the idea of being burdenſome to one, whom 
I panted to recompenſe more highly than 
was then in my power; and, finally, I re- 
folved to renew- my ſolicitations, that she 
would permit me to leave her, as ſoon as 
the ſituation could be obtained, for which 
J had before expreſſed a predilection. 


The fear of being diſcovered, in con- 
ſequence of the enquiries which would na 
turally be made, reſpecting my family con- 
nexions,- gave me no little uneaſineſs; and 
formed, indeed, the only objection to my 
deſign. But here, again, the goodneſs of 
Mrs. Holbin triumphed; she at once re- 
moved my ſcruples and my doubts. If 
you mult leave me, ſaid: she, I shall 
not love you the leſs; and I will not 
fail to make every (enquiry, to gratify 
*: your deſire in the manner you have men- 
1 doned. If it meets your n 1 
shall 
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shall alſo ſay that you are my niece ; 
and thus will you avoid the mortification 
* of Re Ns 9 


It was now November ; and Mrs. Hol- 
bin would give me no hope of realiſing my 
wishes till the ſpring. She knew, she ſaid, 
a young lady of high rank, who reſided in 
the ſame town, that, early in the enſuing 
year, would be married to a nobleman 
that, after the celebration of the nuptials, 
they purpoſed to make a foreign excurſion 
for a few months; that the lady's attend- 
ant alſo meant to hecame a bride, about the 
fame period of time; and that she had little 
doubt of procuring me the engagement, if 
F would wait till theſe events had taken 


I thankfully; accepted this propoſal; 


and conſented to ſtay with her the remain- 


der of the winter. But, alas! how little 
did I ſuſpect that, under her friendly roof, 
| aught could 2 to * or . 
A Mrs. 
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Mrs. Holbin had a ſon, on whom she 


doated, and who always paid her the moſt 
dutiful attentions. At an early age, he had 


been ſent to ſea, in but an humble capa- 


city: however, by purſuing a praiſe · wor- 
thy line of conduct, he had gradually riſen 
to the rank of lieutenant on board a man 
of war; and, latterly, he had been 1o for- 
tunate as to acquire a conſiderable share of 

 prize-money. He was, alſo, highly diſtin- 
guished in the ſervice, for his courage and 
capacity. It was now two years ſince she 
had ſeen him; and it happened, that he 


came to her embraces, uuc day, while she 


was bewailing his long abſence, and anti- 
cipating the dangers which m brave 


_ in Foes of nn See 7 


What peat did this ab mo- 


ther expreſs, at the opportune arrival of 
her ſon! Icould ſcarcely withold my tears, 


on wen * * 1 


Mr. Holbin hed an jet counte- 
nance; and his — deportment was cal - 
3 | culated 


culated to create eſteem. He was about 


twenty eight years of age The ſingular 
reſpe& which he paid to his mother, enno - 


bled his other good qualities; and, upon 


the whole, are: was no mann 
Ra omar 11 n 
EY the aur of 2 * * 
and officer's return, I thought he ap- 
peared to be uncommonly penſive: when 
he ſpoke to me, I obſerved that his mind 
was troubled 5 and he always concluded as 


7 


{ 


_ Mrs. Holbin hadinoe Weh 
an me name, nor the motives. which 
divided me from my family. My father, 
She told him, was a merchant, who, at that 
n reſided j in 1 and that I was 


The Lieutenant wore this doubtful 
gloom for ſometime longer; when it changed 
to a ſettled melancholy, which he could by 
no means conceal. Oſten was I troubled 

15 pn 


* 


| then, he | 
of 2 mind 7 at, caſe. This poor attempt to 


umi 
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ALS HER HN. 


85 obſerving Mrs. Holbir' 8 nneafineſs in 
onfqudiee” gr. this 'Fadden Alteration, — 
Oh AV dr K lake as if 1 had not only 


been 1 unfortunate myſelf, but that I 
was alſo deſtined to invade' the e 


{3 CUI TEE] n 100 

by e 4 © | itt Pana tt 

Otten did this tende a wht "WY 
is ſon 0 0 10 diſcloſe the cauſe of his unea- 
ſineſs; 5 but Vain were her ſolicitations. It 
2) peared to. be 2 ſecret that appertained 
to the ul. To diſpel the apprehenſions 
of his worthy | parent, he ſometimes. a- 
ſu med an Ar. of Cheerfulneſs : : but, even 
el ayed the contrary ſymptoms 


deceive his mother, contributed to her 


. 
o it 4 * 
ekt o 45 18 1 4 - 


” þ p +» 8 >» RR : : , 
. 1 TE) + it ! * / 4 10 1 1 12. 5 


Oe "morning early, it Tappened” that 
he went, out to *tran act ſome urgent bu- 
ſineſs. 1 was firing, alone, in my. cham- 
ber, meditating © on the future and the paſt; 
and ſighing at the fallacy of human hopes. 
The portrait of my dear Edward lay be- 
Ai, el ies 3 4 - + 's Ne ge * Gow 


£ * 
2er 
ii 


— 


14 * g 
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169. 36 


fore me, on the table, which] often Fc hatched 


up with tranſport, preſſing it to my lips, 
and ſprinkling it with my tears. oo Wil 
was. thus indulging theſe manifeſtations of 
a tender, but * hopeleſs paſſion, . ſome, one 
demanded admittance. I took up the va- 
lued Portrait, and concealed it . 4555 my 
boſom: When, opening the door . who 
Should I beheld, but Mr. Holbin! — He 


"FF * 


apologiſed for wha t he termed hi his preſui ump- 


tion; and begged, that I would give him 


audience for a few minutes; a favour, he 


ſaid, which he Was induped t to ſolicit, in 

conſequenee 0 hearing my Gighs, in the ad- 
joining room. He feared that I was unwell. 
I endeavoured to conceal my difoompaſure, 
as I turned to hand him a chair, — 1 
could plainly obſerve, that his mind was 
agitated ; ; and. that he had Jomething to ſay 
of more than common importance. He at- 
tempted to ſpeak ; but, for 2 long time, 
ſeemed at a loſs for expreſſions ſuitable to 


dis purpoſe. eee 


7 * 1 1 © * ” 
. i ; 
7 $45 1 n 4 


At length, he Salas that all His un- 
eaſineſs 
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eaſineſs had ariſen on. my account: and 
that he had loved. me. from the firſt moment 
of his arrival, lle was ; allo pleaſed to ſay, 
that a, couſciouſneſs of 1 my ſuperiority, and 
of his own demerits, had hitherto tortured 
his boſom. ., He rhrew himſelf at my feet, 
and beſeeched me to make him happy. 


Wy, + beavens! what new. miſery did 1 
anticipate! How, was my troubled heart 
again affected! — In the utmoſt. conf uſi jon, 
I aſſiſted him to riſe; and, after a few un- 


pleaſant moments had ths I * as 
follows. 


* K ® 
* FT: ls FE Bs & 3 . 1 ** 711 8 bo 


a6 « Pardon mes Su, for 8 1 
cannot return the loye which you have 

« profeſſed, for me. I muſt diſcountenance 

* your addreſſes... 1 cannot encourage your 
q «* hopes. 1 am, unfortunate! perhaps, the 
s moſt unfortunats of my ſex! And if you 
e * knew the Whole ſcries of my misfortunes, 

* you would, at once, comprehend, and ac- 
G knowl edge, the impoſſibility of my. 'be- 
6 coming a wiſe. : Believe me, Sir z. and 
Ms.” % ”_ 
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e banich from your mind apfion, to to which 
1 muſt not, e canpot kitten. My heart is 
9 afßanced to 800 another: and yet, to chat 
« other; 15 1 reft 2 Hand!“ This 18 
© the ſource of thoſe calamities which I now 
6 ſuffer; M and which 1 certainly | Shall not 
© long © ſurvive. Vet, this once, Sir, let 
me entreat you. to forget me 3 it is not yet 
* too late, Your deat mother, to whom 1 
© have related all the lamefſtable aceidents 
«of my life, will convince Fou, Vet fur- 
„ ther, of the reaſonableneſs of my ulti- 
© matum. * She will telt you, that it was 
by . for me otherwiſe to decide. _—_ 


TRE dead br fs . iel, © has 
* ie rto kept me Yeni" i But, my dear 
Cecilia, I can never forget You !” "No! 
a that is impoſlible ! Heavens! I could 
* as fon forget the dan gers that T have { 
* often eſcaped.” To frets the Pleäflite 0 
* ſeeing You, 1 Is'the dily of the üntoftüntte 
o Holbin; and that is; "tteady, wy deter- 
© Mora Forgive me, Cecilia, for aſ- 
iring to an — ſo infinitely beyond 
220 5 * my 
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_ $,myideſerts.ic: It was · imprudent to ask it 
f Voνο he heart Should not always 
permit eee declate . ſenſations. 
DIA ien e eee 2197326001063 li 301067 
Sb Within a. ſew days 1 dul again de · 

e pe Lhad hoped, henceforth, to live 
© only for you and my good mother. But, 
atak ! I have now difcovered that my 
+ riches are uſeleſs; that chey are inoom - 
5 petont: tu happineſs; and that they are 
no ſpecific for the cruelty of diſappoint- 
ment. The unhappy. Holbin will no 
more inſult you With his love: but, in- 

teach of. tliat Ir ent which; he had 

Slanned, in your fweet ſociety, he wil 
< again cgurt the viciſſitudes of his pro- 
© teſhon, and run into, rather than avoid, 
< fyrrounding dangers: tor, withont you, 
the can eee eee ©» og? 
tt 223375 eit 10 it W 907, 1311! 249 
Having ſaid this, he ern bitterlys 

| kiſſed my hand with great fervidneſs; and 
hurried. gut of the room, without- _— 


a _— ene 092 e 
i Di ir ait e 2d birode bd ny 


eſt x 3 I re- 
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remained, for-foms minutes} im the 
greatiſt oonſternation : lit, when I had 
collected myſelf a. liule I askSd the: ſers 
vant if her miſtreſs was yet returned. She 
anſwered, No; and added, that; Mr. Hol- 
bin was gone out in great! haſt, It was 
but u short time after this hen my bene- 
factreſs entered / tie houſe; 5+ bepged: that 
che would: follow'me to m ,ỹοEm; having; 
I tolck her) ſomething bf the utmoſt iconſes 
| UI cee AG ont oft? 
Of HOVE aide ut! Ai i e e 
When she was ſeated;; 1 diſcloſed to 
her alli chat had juſt occurred between me 
and her Nön- e! It brought / teurs into the 
eyes of this good; this affectiorlate mother? 
she preſſed? me tenderly in her arms; and 
declarsdPthat ſuch an union would, truly, 
have rendered her- the happieſt of parents; 
but that she was conſcious of its utter im- 
rank ccrn 6 iet en aer 
bog Sb 397 iir rut Tin ttt 14 
We, at length, judged it eſſential to 
this young gentleman's future tranquillity, 
that he should be informed of the circum- 
* FI n 
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ſtances which operated againſt his hopes: 
and I leſt the whole to her diſcretion, after 
charging her to conceal, or to alter; the nam 


of him to whom I was is Prf engaged. 


In Alben two bene Alter we had 0 
agreed, Mrs. Holbin received à letter from 
her ſon, inferming her, that, for urgent rea- 
ſons, he had changed his intention of ftay- 
ing on shore; and that he was gone to ar· 
range, and ſettle, his affairs, ans reed to 
* bg e fone of his ene ſtation. 


Ae Li. ay 1-4 31 6 6 


The coments oft this ; letter, added to 
ut had: befbre occurred,” were too much 


for the good, the motherly heart, of Mrs. 


Holbin: and J aſſure you, Julia, that, at 
this moment, 'T had alſo my share of afflic- 
tion. I could not refrain from mixing my 
tears with! hole of my protectreſs. —— 
Good God? J exclaimed, / muſt I, then, 
© for ever, deſtroy che comfort of this ge- 
nerous woman, and her worthy ſon !---= 
Ah! unhappy Clementina! that imparts 
5 ke. ſorrows to thoſe who ſeek to alleviate 
them! 
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+ them! ++ dit thus that. L muſt reward 
6. the ae of eee Cruel, cryel 
Lee 0720 cen 03 Tor Ptägtust 


9-017 eg I Hou | 

As the Tort was drawing to a a, s 

1 reminded. Mrs, Holbin,; of the young 
lad to,whopy she; had promiſed to recome | 
mend; me. She xeluctantij conſented to 
Wait on her the next day: the enſuing 
morning, however, it opportunely happen 
ed, that Miſs Belfield, who was afterwards 
Lady S. , came into her shop, to purchaſy 
ſome articles. I was then in my room; 
and Preſently MTS. Flolplr warrred7” she 
She had already ſpoken to the lady, in my 
favour; and that she was waiting to ſee 
me. I cheerfully obeyed this welcome 
ſummons: when MifhBelfield, whq appears 
ed to be: amiablenefs itſelf, addręſſęed me 
in the moſt gentle terms. It. aN, my 
good fortune to meet her wishes z, for. she 
then promiſed me the ſitiiation which 1 had 
ſolicited 3 and appointed me to call on her 
i dee in order 4 dim 7 
ully 


\ / 
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fully on the ſubject.” I wWas punctual in 
meeting her at the appointed time: and 
she again converſed with me in the moſt 
ſoothing manner.” Mrs. Holbin,” ſaid'this 
charming lady, © has told me, that fortune 
has been unfavoirable to your hopes and 
6 expectations: : and that you, - once, had 
better proſpects. It will afford me the 
higgheſt ſatisfaction, to ſoften your diſtreſs. 
Ves; Cecilia, I shall repoſe in you the 
* utmoſt confidence: and, in a few days, 
I chall be ready to receive you.“ 


Miſs Belfield loſt Her parents when she was 
very youig 3 aint” oc” uo c, Idi alf 


nucle, Who had been appointed her guar: | 
dian. Feould not keep the tear of gratitude 
from bedewiig her hand, as 1 1 7 75 
kiſſed it, "when I took my Wn” f DOITETF 
32 03 5119 CIO HI.) 211010 
Tod days after this,” Me: 7 OA re. 
turned; but in a worſe ſtate of mind than 
before. He ſaid, that he had choſen a ship 
which was ordered on a diſtant ſtation for 
three years; declaring; that he could not 
1127 in the ſame clime where I Was, with- 
out 


| ) 53 * 
>. 
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out 1 de a, He ey 
wiſtfully on me, aud. then turned aſide, to 


ſmother the riſing tear. He apologiſed 


to us, for retiring to his chamber, . ſayiug | 
that he was greatly fatigued with travel- 


| bag. — Oh! how. was I pained at obſerving 


the pitiable rape 1 eee en, 
wan a cio ne reite „ 
iini 5 I! Gui: 8 | | 

94 was, at this time, buſied imprepar-= 
ing@r new ſituation ; and, in a few days 


after the return of Mr. Holbin, taking a 


tender: leave. f him and his worthy mo- 
thery i ee er re of, Mile 


Belßeld, who: received me, rather 26, a 


friend, thay 2. dependank. However, as | 
you ae no ſtrauger to her character, I Shall 


withold an enumcration of a. thouſand- in; 
cidents that would only tend to shew how 


much she merits chat elevation which she 
unnd. 
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When Lord wo was, Wb e 


in ie of Og lung. of 20h amiable 


of making a 
l Vir . * 1 


BY 4 NE foreign 


fordigh excurfion, the} intended to paſs the 
Teinainder of the winter in London. The 
day before we departed, I went to bid fare- 

wel to my kind benefactreſs and her ſon: 
and I muſt confeſs, Julia, that theſe mo- 
ments demanded all my fortitude. How 
Was I affected at their earneſt ſolicitude for 
my welfare. Oli. Cecilia? * laid the 
Heutenant, in altering: accents,” you do 
not know the extent of that 0 
which I wish you! My mother has 
told me all! And though, poſſibly, you 


© have' been moreunfortunate than me, ftill = 


you cannot be more miſerable.— Let this 
© convey ſome conſolation to your boſom, 
« -whilltit convulfes'mine!? At length, to 
conceal his emotion, which-increaſed every 
moment, he ſaluted me, cried *Adieu P and 
left us, 15 in our tears. 1 


I. at Nhgth, a from Mrs. Holbin, 
after promiſing to write often to her; and, 
hitherto, I have faithfully kept my word. 
Nor will any change of fortune, ever leſſen 
that love and that affection which I imbibed 
13 for 
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For her in the hour of diſtreſs, en 


gretitude i 18 illegitimate, which only. ex · 
tends to the — of the moment. 


. After continuing 2 fow 3 in Lon - 
don, Lord and Lady S.. .. fixed on this 
delightful villa, for their country reſidence ; | 
where, as you already know, I became the 
Happieſt of women. My dear Edward is 
unceaſing in his endeavours to efface the 
ſtains of ſorrow from my memory, and to 
convince me, that, whatever is, is right.“ 


—, Indeed, by recurring to my miracu- 
1ous preſer vatiovu at M... . „ where, by 2 


ſudden reſolution, I avoided thoſe flames 
which conſumed the weary traveller; need 
we doubt, that, if there is an over-ruling 
power which occaſions human evils, there 
is alſo One who renders thoſe afflictions 
conducive to our happineſs 3 3 or permits 
them, that we may eſcape ſome more dread- 
1 ul calamity ! 
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